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Religious Letters, : 
EXPRESSING | 


The various Duties and Exerciſes of, A 
and Croſſes, Trials and Diſcourage- 4 
ments in the World, the Graces, A- 5 
bilities and Conſolaticns in Chriſt, 2 
attending the Chriſtian in this Life! 8 
Written to divers Perſons, Miniſters NJ 


and others, ſome yet alive. - 
By John Monro, ate Wright in Fainburgh, 
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An Epiſite Recommendatory, by one of theſe f 
Miniſters with whom he correſponded, 1 


$ Whereunto, if theſe find encouraging 2 mot 3 


of the Author's Evangelick, ſavoury Epiſtles, yet in & 
the Hands of many, may be alſo lee — 1 A 


ſhed, 


$ Heb. xi. 4. . 5775 it, be being dead, yet ſpcaktth, © 

Ch. v. 12. When for the Time ye ought to be Tenchers, =8 
ye have Need that one teach you again, which be the .Þ 
tf Pronciples o., the Oracles of God. | 
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1.364 TN the Throng of diſputing, and very warm Seafon of con- 
Vaud. f tending abou 2 Traths, aan 22 . 
bc. will wiſh, that Truth may be wiftorious, Love, Peace 
ad Unity among Brethren may be reſtored, and Religion in 
its Life and Power, which by our Contention is in Hazard to 
4 ſuffer, may be revived ;. T ſay, at ſuch a Time, thou art here . 
I preſented with that which may, by the Bleſſing of God, be of 
Iſagular Uſe for increaſing thy Knowledge in the glorious Com= 
trivement of our Goſpel Salvation, for ſtrengthming thy Faith 
In, and firm Dependence on the Lord Jeſus, thy confident 
I Truſt in God, who by Chriſt reconciles Sinners to himſelf, and 
* wnſhaken Belief of great and precious Promiſes ; for rai ing 
thy Eſteem of ap exalted ml bee who came to ſeek and 
to ſave that which was loſt, and of the great JEHOFVA H, 
who ſent him; for confirming thy Hope of the great and good 
Things promiſed, ſupport ing thy Soul under the ſurprixing Va- 
riety of Aſflictious and Trials, with the ſeveral Alterations 7 
22 oe 8 People, while in their militant StatsL 
re ſubjelt to; aud ſo, what is for the helping of thy J 
whilſt thou art in this Valley of Tears, Hier . 2 | 
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rr Io the Reader. N 
ſtructed in the Wiles of Satan, and how Chriſtians feel his 
fiery Darts, by which they are ſo often hindred in their Way, | 
and wounded in the moſt tender Part, Here thou haſt point- 
ed out the Deceit and deſperate-Wickedneſs of our Hearts, Y 
and the Strength cf that unrenewed Part which remains in the 2 
beſt of Saints on this Side of Heaven ;, becauſe of which they © - 
do ſo often condemn themſelves, and groam within themſelves 
by which they are hindred in the lively Diſcharge of theſe ſpi- 
ritual Services due to their great and high Lord, and fre- 
quently betrayed inta the Hands of their raging and cruel E- 
nemies. And here alſo thou art taught, that the moſt aſſured 
Saints in our Day are not, at ſome times, without their own | 
Fears, and under Doubts as to their State, and Reglity of 
their Grace; and what a very great Burden, and Occaſion of 
no few anxious and toſſing Theughts, bodily Afflictions and 
worldly Straits are to the Children of God, And finally, By 
the following Letters thou art diſtinitly informed of the many 
Graces the Lord's People have to exerciſe, the ſore and con- 
tinued Battles they have to fight, the religious Duties the 
have to perform; of the Influences of Grace they receive, 2 
| Afurance of their juſtified and bleſſed State they attain to, the 
| raviſhing Communion and Fellowſhip with the Father, Son and 
Sirit try enjoy, the Advances they make in the Way of the. 
Lord; and yer how ſcmetimes they are made to complain of 
| their Leanneſs, and are very much caſt down, So that here 
| thou haſt no leſs than a valuable Jewel, tho* in a very homely 
B 


A morthy and Chriſtian Friend was pleaſed to favour me 
with theſe Letters, when only in Manuſcript: I read them | 1 
with Satisfattion; reviewed them with Delight, and, if I don 
am not deceived and much miſtaken, was inſtructed, convin= | ma 
ced, lumbled, excited aud encouraged by them, and made tHa 

to obſerve, That the Anointing ef the Holy Ghoſt, concurring 

with his written Word, which the Lord's People have, teaches 

Fo tem 10 ſpeak of the great Thingof God, in a very 3 ug 

CES I 23 06 ny 86. a 
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Aiuſtinti Manner, and with an elevated Frame and fririt | 


- For thou mayſt know, that the Excellent Author, tho?,” 44 


Io the Reader. _— 


« 


Dialect. So that I cannot but commend the following Letters 


to the ſerious Peruſal of others. N 


ears by the Letters themſelves, he was of religious Parents, 


„; aud had his early Education in the Way of the Lord, yet was 


only taught ſomewhat of the Latin Grammar, with ſome fem 


an utter Stranger to any Thing of Ugiverſity Learning, being 


of the more common Claſſick Authors, was ſoon put to an Em- 
pleyment, whereat he continued till his Death; and, albeit 
he was much Maſter of what he profeſſed, yet he had not that 


Z Succeſs in it, as to his worldly Eſtate, which many wiſhed, 


So that thou haſt great Things here offered thee, by a Perſon 
of no- humane Learning, a Mechanick, a Wright or Joiner 
as to his Employ, and always mean, low and ſtraitned in his 
worldly Circumſtances, For which Cauſes it cannot be expected, 
that where, in any Part of the following Letters, there ſhall 
not be found that Accuracy of Stile which ſome deſire, yet theſe 
ſhould be generally overlook*d ;, and the rather becauſe the main 
of them is deliuer'd in ſuch a Manner, which thoſe, who juſt- 
ly. pretend to greater Things, need not be aſhamed f. 


As to the Occaſten of publiſhing them, ſave, who were . 
timate with Mr. Monro, knew how uſeful he was by his E. 
piſtolary Writings, as well as by his Converſation ;, and there- * 
fore obtained thoſe here printed, of the many be wrote, and 


¶ having, with impartial Care, conſider d them, and c mmuni- 
® cated them to others whom they rec kon d competent Judges, it 
was generally agreed, that it would be a very great Injury 


done to the preſent and ſucceeding Generation, were they not 
made publick, Thus, Chriſtian Reader, they come to thy. 


Hand, and may the Lord ſend them to thy Heart, 


/ 


i Jo the Render, | 
One Thing I am obliged to ſubjoin, That I had the 
Advantage f Mr. Monro's Acquaintance, for ſeveral Tears 
| before his Death; and this much I may well ſay of him, That 
| he was fond of his Chriſtian Friends, cheerful in his Conver« 
ſation," edifying in his Diſcourſe, humble and holy in his Pra- 
e e in bir Fulgwent, cantiour\left be Gerd yine | 
Offene, zealous againſt Sin, and for the Lord and his May, 
85 Very much grieved that, upon ſome Accounts, He was A Bur- 
Alen to his dear Acquaimances, 'andi as he lived, ſo he died | 
in the aſſured and Soul-ſatisfying. View of Emmanuel' Land. 
I deſire always to be fownd,  * ' dies i 


| 1. 5 Chriſtian Reader, 
Thuy Souls Wellwiſher] 
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\ Rtverend and dear Sir, b. ii a ade wn ef gi 2190s 
Our Commiſſion t6 me and others ſhall not, thro! the DI 


vine Aſliſtance, be forgotten, and now I do nat forget: 
„ the ſame. I reckon it a bigh Privilege to be directed aright in 
. Jpublick Managements, in this racking Dey : Only, in dhe ge- 
lie! neral, the Glory of God, the Honotr of the Mediator, and the 
% Edifieation of his poor People, ought to be the chief, leading 
nd, - Principles of Action in Church Matters; no ſubtile Byaſh is to 
be admittod. Dear Sir, Act in Conſert with others of the- 


thy Brethren, your Aſſiſtants in your deſigned Commumòn. 1 
knew that a tender Regard is to be had to the Peoples Conſeiena » 
ces, tho weak, being Anti-prelatick all over, in my Judginent: 
But yet the People ſhould allow the Paſtors the Exerciſe of theit 
Station and Office, as Guides and Watebmen, to whom are 
inttaſted the Power of the Keys, as well of Diſcipline as of Do- 
ctrine; they are to follow the Office-bearers in our Lord, while 
they purſue the Lord's Glory, and their real Advantage. O 
that the Lord would direct each of the relative Parties to keep 
within due Bounds, aceording to the unerring ſacred Standard. 
I deſign, if Providence favour, to be with you. I reft/ + 

Dien, 1 Juhj, Monin a La 

Rs ; | l IJ. MONRO. 


Ours of the 26th of January I received. I give you many 
1 Thanks for putting me in Mind both of my Duty and 
Promiſe of writing to you. Juſt now I find my ſelf under 
kindly Convictions of Hypocrily : That Text, Rev. iii. 1. pre- 
fſenting it ſelf this Morning, Thon haſt a Name to live, but yet 
t dead; as allo, of Indifferenc in the Matters of Chritt's 
_ -» | Kingdom, ſtealing in upon me; for which I am challeuged 
this Day from that Werd, Rev, iii. 16. So then, hecauſe thou 
ert lukewarm, and neither cold nor bet, 1 will. ſpue thee ont of 
Ke my Mouth ; as alſo, am ſomewhat weighted under prevailing 
geader Deadneſs: I am low juſt now, as many a Day I have been 
Put Praiſes to free, rich and ſovereign Grace, who has former- 
ay revived, by touching my Soul with a live Coal from the Al. 
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vi Too the Reader, 
One Thing umi I am obliged to ſubjoin, That T had the 
Aduant age f Mr. Monro's Acquaintance, for ſeveral Tears 
before his Death; and this much I may well ſay of him, That 
he was fond of his Chriſtian Friends, cheerful in his Conver- 
| ſation," edifying in his Diſcourſe, humble and holy in his Pra- 
Tice, modeſt in his Judgment, cautious leſt he ſhould giue 
Offence, zealous againſt Sin, and for the Lord and his May, 
very much grieved that, upon ſome Accounts, he was 4 Bur- 
den to his dear Acquaim ances, and as he lived, ſo he died 
ii the aſſured and Soul-ſatisfying. View of Ernmanuel'⸗ Land. ; 
I 1 deſire always. to be found, . I 2 V3 


2. Chriſtian Reader, 
Thy Soul's Well wiſner. * 
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| « Reverend and dear Sir, ol i n J ox Dirt 2 911 warts | 
| You Commiſſion ts me and others ſhall not, theo? the Di 

1Vvine Aſliſtance, be forgotten, and now I do not 
Iche fuse, I reckon ir 2 bigh Prävilege to be directed atight in 
publick Managements, in this racking Day: Only, in the ge- 
neral, the Glory of God, the Honotar of the Mediator, and the 
Edifieation of his poor People, ought to be the chief; leading 


4. Principles of Action in Church Matters; no ſubtile Bynſb is to 
be admitted. Dear Sir, Act in Conſett with others of the w Gr. 


thy Brethren, your Aſſiſtants in your deſigned Commumòn. 1 
knew that a tender Regard is to be had to the Peoples Conſeien i · 
ces, tho* weak, being Anti-prelatick all over, in my Judginent 5 
But yet the People ſhould allow the Paſtors the Exerciſe of theit 
Station and Office, as Guides and Watebmen, to whom are 
intruſted the Power of the Keys, as well of Diſcipline as of Do- 
ctrine; they are to follow the Office · bearers in our Lord, while 

purſue the Lord's Glory, and their real Advantage. O 

I that the Lord would direct each of the relative Parties to keep 
within due Bounds, according to the unerring ſacred Standard.. 

I deſign, if Providence favour, to be with you. I reſt + 


. Briffen, 1 Jul, "WM Nad in our Lord. 
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Reverend Sir, 4% 5:41 e 


Ours of the 26th of January L received, I give you many 
1 Thanks for putting me in Mind both of my Duty and 
Promiſe of writing to you. Juſt now I find my ſelf under 
kindly Convictions of Hypoeriſy: That Text, Rev. iii. 1. pre- 
*+fenting it ſelf this Morning, Thov haſt a Name to live, but yet 
ert dead; as allo, of Indiffterency in the Matters of Chrilt's 
_ -» | Kingdom, ſtealing in upon me; for which I am cha 

this Day from that Werd, Rev, iii. 16. So then, becauſe bon 
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor het, 1 will ſpue thee ont of 
1 my Mouth; as alſo, am ſomewhat weighted under prevailing 
zeader Deadneſs: I am low juſt now, as many a Day I have beem; 
Put Praiſes to free, rich and ſovereign Grace, who has former- 
ay revived, by touching my Soul ith a live Coal from the Al- 

F e 


tar, and J hope will yet rerĩve. I will ſing, Why art thou 4 
2.358 my Soul? 8c. I will yet praife him; Sh is the ſtand - 
ing, ſure ee of his poor needy Ones, that * 1 y 
in the Lord they have Righteouſneſs and Strength, and that 
their Life is hid with Chriſt in God; and, becauſe he yves, BE 
ve ſhall live'alſo, Cortuptions, Wants, Plagues and Troubles 
art always at hand ; Sin and its Effects ly ſtill at the Door; 
but the full, free and gracious Promiſe is adminiſtred and pre? *& 
ſented to us in a Way of Purpoſe and Deſign: Iwill do ſo and 
ſio, I vill heal your Backſlidings, 1 will sauſe you to walk in my | 
Statutet, &c. that, as ye Write, We may credit him on his na- 
; ked Word, and daily depend, by Faith and Prayer: The Stock 
ot Promiſes are already fulfilled to us, in the Perſon of uhr 
' gear elder Brother; in him they are all Na and Amen: But the - > 
Exhibition and Application of them mult be gradual and ſea- 
ſonable, as the Event of Faith, Patience, Prayer, and Waiting: 
Tho an Heritor has Charters and Infeoftment of his Ground, 
et the Ground mult be cultivate, that he may have the Bene- 
fir of his free and ſure Property, and live by it; Herein ſhines, 
the Wiſdom of God. 3 | 43 den 2008 
Dear Sir, We may indeed be aſhamed of our own Vileneſs;- 
but we may well rejoice in him, who is the Lord our Righ- 
teouſneſs, who pities as a Father pitieth his Children, and al- 
lows now and then large Liunps of Senſe : The new Creature 
is often ſupject to fainting Firs, while it dwells in n | 
and Kedar's ſtinking, blacked, reicky Tents : Therefore he pi- - 
ties and keeps the Roſe of Sharon to the Noſe, His Name, 7 E- 
SU, is as Ointment poured forth, and the poor Virgins love | 
dim. - Praiſe, Praiſe to his dear and lovely Name, who keeps 
his Grip of us, and will not let us go, tho we would go mad 
to be out of his Way, out of his Grips, out of his Covenant, 
yet he will not let us go: He commands, and remembers his 
Covenant for ever. Fre ee Love is ſtronger ,. 1 
than Sin, Nature, Death and Hell, World and Devils: Praiſe þ 
for evermore; We have « freng City > Salvation is for Walls and Piere 


* 


Bulwarks. 1 deſign to mind you, and the weighty Work in [BY 
your Hand, or at kaft in your View. I am, 11 
©» Reverend Sir, as. 5 
. Briftow, Febr. Towrs affectionately in our Lord, . en 
2. 1719. net 


J. MONRO; 
LET: 


Borthwick, October 24. 1709. 


EIN willing to perform my Promiſe, I 
7 have written this, to (kew you that 1 
have ſafely arrived South, the 4th Day af- 
ter parting with you at Inverneſs, With a 
Continuation of my bodily , Health, till 
now, for which I have Reaſon to bleſs His 
Name. As for my Soul's Caſe, I have been 
* ſore put to it, by a raging Fever of Solici- 
ude and Anxiety, by which I mult acknowledge I have done 
vil againſt God, and againit my ſelf; eſpecially ſince that the 
ant of the ſweet Influences of His own Spirit in private 
Duties, and the Want of the Heart Enlargements I have had 
hen the Candle of the Lord ſhined upon my Head, and 
hen he made me to hear the joy ful Sound ; thereby making 
ne to walk in the Light of His Countenance, making me to 
ejoice in His Name, GR-ACIOUS and MER CIFUL, 
ralting me by the Righteouſneſs of the Mediator, P/al. 89, 
. 16. I ay, ſince that was but one Ingredient in the bit- 
ter Compoſition of my inward Dejection, and that rhe yeſt 
exe external, ſuch as, What ſhall come of me? Where will 
live ? What Place ſhall I pitch my outward Tent in? And 
ſpecially, How ſhall I get ſuch a Competeney in an honeſt 
urward Subſiſtance, that 1 will uot be anyways burdenſom to 
hers, ſince that the the Scriptures ſay, It is more bleſſed. to 
ve than to receive? A Temptation that once and again 
ſults over me; tho by Scripture and the Light of Reaſon 
b repelled, yet it recoils again, * E 


4 * 
0 


* f 4 25 J | 3 
Fit of this, 1 have had, ſince I was in the North: Which 
Temptation, While in Power on the Soul, diſhonours God 
very much: We give Him no Credit, nor His Word any Place 
in our Heart; Unbeliet and Atheiſm reigns at rhe Time, the e 
Two great Sins that have a Train of other Sins following E 
thein, that are of near Kin to one another, I have likewife 1": 
done Evil to my ſelf, by ſuffering the Temptation to diſeom- _ 
poſe my Soul; ſo that I drive heavily in the Way of Duty: 
J am almoſt (lain by it, fo that I feel no Life nor Activity in 
any ſpiritual Exerciſe : A great Stop and Hindrance ſuch | 
Doubtines and Fears as theſe, ( which, alas! I perceive flows 
from Ditcontent, and Want of a {ſweet Submiſſion to Sove- 
reienity, with a Mixture of Self-Eſteem.) I ſay, they are a 
great Stop to the Exerciſe of Love, Joy, Patience, Humility 
and Praite, which J can ſay, to fad Experience. But bleſſed 
be His holy Name, who doth regard the low Eſtate of a poor 
 ſinning Worm, as I am: He was pleaſed to take away the 
Extremity of the Temptation gradually, ſo that I was in a 
better Compoſure of Spirit when 1 had gotten Leave to pour 
out my Heart before him, and is kept in ſome inward Quiet- 
neſs by that Scripture that was come to my View very ſea-ft; 
| ſonably, Pſ. 85. 8. J will hear what God the Lord will ſpeak * 
for He will ſpeak Peace to Hus People, but let them not turn 4. 
gain to Folly. I ſee now it was my Folly, to give ſo mue 
| Quarters to my Enemy, the Robber and Spoiler of my Soul 
Peace, in parleying with him, and communing with him 
when he ſhould be pack'd out of Doors: My Folly appear'd 
in this greatly, ſo much the more that he was defeat Four © 
Five Times formerly, by Scripture Weapons, O to get th 
heavenly Dexterity of handling and proving the Shield © 
Faith, to keep back the ſticking of ſuch firy Darts in the 
Soul. I ſee more and more an ahſolute Neceſſity of getting txt 
a Caſt of Infinire Power, not only to plant Faith, and be. hie 
get it, but likewiſe to keep it up in Exerciſe againft all Enemies. 


f . Foul 
I know no Grace more noble or more divine than that ot Ido! 
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5 PIT 3) 7 
to the Balm of Gilead, and the Phyſician there: By it we 
4 draw forth ſpiritual Food and Nouriſhment out of the Stores 
' Wouſes that are _ U. Hand, and the Repoſitory of 
Ihe new Covenant: By it we feed upon the Manna that 
ame and cometh down from Heaven; and upon the Lamb + 
Main, roaſted with Fire, and yet liveth for evermore : By it 
pve drink of the River of the Water of Life, clear as Chriſtal, 
he unſpotted Righteouſneſs of the Man Fe ſus Cbriſt, impu- 
Med to us: And we may well find, that Faith is a Work of 
Power: We may find our Hearts enlightned ſometimes, in 
ſome Meaſure by Diſcoveries of Chriſt in his Glory and Ex- 
Zeellency, in his Grace, Mercy and Love, in his Suffieieney and 
Willingneſs to fave, and 1o be inclined to come to hun, and 
Y to lay hold upon him. Bur alas! where is our Ability? We 
San never Believe till it be freely given us of God, and power- 
fully wrought. We mult cry carnetiily for the Implantation 
of this noble and divine Grace of Faith ; and after the At- 
tainment ot it, tho' like a Grain of Muſtard-feed, we muſt 
be tender of it: It is like ſome choice Plants and Herbs ot an 
Excellent tender Nature, and of ſovereign Virtue ; yet ready 
Ito wither away and decay, if not very tenderly and careful- 
y kept, both from ſcorching Heats, and blaſting Colds, and 
from the Overgrowings that exhauſt the Subſtance of the ten- 
der Soil, and maketh them appear like withered Plants. Ye 
know, that Lukewarmnels and Indifference of Soul, Atheiſm, 
and Eſtrangement from God, Self-Love, and Selt-Conceit, axe 
Jinconſiſtent with the preſent Exerciſe of Faith; Theſe, and 
many more, are like fo inany cold Blaſts that ariſe from the 


Wtarves away our Faith oft enough, tho' once attain'd, at leaſt 
Bas to preſent Exerciſe and View, Ye knowy likewiſe, that the 
Auxurious Itchings of the Mind after Creature Enjoyments, 
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we art 
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old Climate of the old Man; and Corruption within, that 


Cod, by theſe foremention'd Evils, that the Seed immortal of 
Grace, ſown by the Spirit of God in the Soul, is obſerved, 


* r 


there is no Reſt there, there js a preſent quick Feeling of 


Wants, and Miſſings of the Beloved that by Faith was mar- 


ried to him; out of Joint, our of Sphere and Element he is, 
till all be right again. O bleſſed be his Name, that Corrup- 


tions cannot ſtop the Spring once given: A living Spring will 


purge and cleanſe it ſelf, and recover its Courſe again; the 
Recovery is by Faith it ſelf: Such a Promiſe as this, I will heal 
your baekſlidings, I will love you freely, giveth Feet and Wings 
to the Soul, to come to Chriſt, when himſelf pleaſeth to looſe 
the Bands, and deliver the Captives. Here is a Myſtery; By 
Faith it ſelf, Faith is keeped in Exerciſe ; and all becauſe it 
flees to Chriſt for Remedy, whence it is only to be had: Tho” 
he himſelt be the immediate Reviver and Deliverer of his 


People from ſpiritual Ad verſaries, yet it is by opening the Eye 


of Faith, and ſtrengthning the Hands of it, that he me- 


diately delivers. O for Faith to believe, and live by Faith! 


Now, I would only add, That ye be unite and eloſs to one 


another: Ye that deſie to fear the Lord in your Town, tho? 


there be many Temptations about you, yet over them all 
keep a warm Side to one another; encourage and ſtrengthen 
one another, and keep up the Unity of the Spirit. O! tis 
pleaſant to tee Brethren dwell together in Unity: Our Cold- 
neſs and Self-Love is our Plague: We are defective in that 
Mark of Chriſt's Diſciples, Thar we ſhould love one another. 
Jeruſalem was never more glerious, thin when compactly built 
rogerher, Oh! with Tears we may regrate, That there 1s an 


- Inf*Ctious Air of Self- love and Coldneſs, Neutrality and For- 


mality raging in our Land; every one ſeeking their own 
Things, and few the Things of-Jeſus Chriſt, and of one ano- 


ther; like young Children, pleaſing our ſelves with the Fa- 


ſhions of this World, and playing with Trifles; and not like 
wiſe Men, digging for Treaſures. I would preſume to lay be- 
fore you the Uſefulneſs, Edification, and Advantage of meet- 


ing together, conferring about your Souls Caſe, your Progreſs 


in the Knowledge of your ſelves, and of Chriſt, a never end- 


ing {ſweet Study, communing anent the Church's Cafe, anent 


Sin and Duty, in all Occaſions and Relations: A great En- 
eouragement to this Duty, we have in Mal. iii. 16. to the End. 
T hen they that feared the Lord, ſpake often one to anetber, & c. I 


— — — —_ —— _-_ — 


* 


heartily 


Ser 


1 


e Fa- 


t like 
ay be- 
meet- 
ogreſs 
end- 


anent 


at En- 
e End. 


Ke. I 


cartily 


the Dreſs of Wiſdom and Prudence, and that to fight G, 
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heartily wiſh, That the God of Peace may fill your Souls with 
Joy and Peace in believing ; and that ye may be growing in 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chi 
That ye may experience that his Love is better than Life; and 
that your Children may be, like the Children of the Church, 

all taught of the Lord, to whoſe Grace I recommend you 

and them, I am | | vir tot oked 


Nurr in Sincer ity, | un 
| I. MONRO, 
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Worthy and dear Madam, | 124 aft 
BEing diſappointed of the ExpeRations I had, of your La- 
diſhip's coming out to the Country, I give you the Trou- 

ble of this ſhort Line, ſhewing, Thar I have been, for ſome 
Weeks bygone, in real Straits and Bondage of Spirit, under 
a Cloud and Fit of Deſertion ; I had no Soundneſs at all. I 


have bidden many a well deſerved Challenge from the Mouth 
of the Law, atteſted and confirmed by the Mouth of Conſei- 


"ence, a very heavy and fore Party againſt a guilty Soul: It is 


unexpreſſible what a-ſad Caſe it expoſeth the Soul to 5 what 

Heart-wringings, Sorrows, Fears, Confuſions, and Perplexi- 
ties this old Miniſtration of Death bringeth the poor ſin» 
ning Creature to, of which I have got a Tafte this Month - 

bygone : For there was a Twofold Fight, or a double Battle, 
in my Soul; The Firſt was a Fighting, and rebellious Rank- 
ling of Mind at the fovereign and wite Diſpoſal of God, in 
His Dealings with me, in marking and pointing me for Affli- 
ctions from my Infancy, which my Mother and elder Brother 


obſerved and propheſied of me : For I was expoſed to them 


ere I was a full Month old, I have obſerved them tracing and 
ſucceeding other to this Day; ſo that I being ſtuffed with 
Pride, (O Madam, Pride, I ſee, is an Arch-rebel Sin, act 
powerfully and wickedly againſt God, under a Diſguiſe 
Virtue, and ſometimes of Grace, not fearing to ſteal Humi- 
Tity's Gartnent, and to come forth with the Name, and in 
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Things to Conſideration, 1 was like a. wild Bull in a Nets 
A2 wild AG, chat w 


Glory elpecially. while in their Minority, which is ſubje& 
to much ſinful Weakneſs and Folly. So that I was actually 
engaged in this Battle againſt his Will and Sovereignty : I was 
never well-acquainted with bearing the Yoke upon the Shoul- 


upon the Redeemer's Back, who has born eur Griefs, and car- 


wretched Man that 1 am, who ſpall deliver me from the Body | Br 


| ſometimes viſited by the Lord, by giving me a View of his 


tions of his Wiſdom, and Love, and Grace in ſo dealing 


God; and batter nt His Honour and very Being.) and taking 


out 1 wou'd be, at ” tberty, Will and Pleaſure '; and like 

d {nuff up the Wind of every Vanity, 
er. ii. 24. But God deſigned otherwiſe, in his ſovereign 
Viddom, by which he rules the World, and the Heirs of 


ders of Faith, chat ordinarily eaſteth Soul, Yoke, and all, 


ried . our Sorrows, Iſa. lin. 5. And as he is this very Day 
highly exalked in the human Nature, he bas a Fellow-feeling of 
our Infirmities and Troubles, and has engaged and obliged (to 
ſpeak reverently) the Arms of JEHOVAH to carry and 
bear us up under all. O the Sight, Lite, Power, and Effi- | 
cacy of Faith! I am, like Ephraim, 4 4 Bullock unaccuſtomed R. 


TSS OSLO PLD are 


10 the Toke, Jer. xxx1. 18. Many a ſecret Swelling and Upri- A 
ſing was in my Heart againſt God; I was fighting wich the - 


Weapons of Unbehef, Pride, and ſpiritual Idolatry. O 


o this Death? I may ery indeed; ſometimes there is a Par- E 
ley beat within me, in the very hoteſt Time of the Engage- 4 
ment; which is followed with a Ceſſation of Arms for a 1 

while, by ſuch Scriptures as theſe, I ye be without Chaſti ſement, ©) 
whereof all are Partakers, then are ye Baſtards, and not Sons, 8 
Heb. xii. 8. (This Chapter, from Thich Verſe to the 13rh, dle 
may be of ſingular Uſe to all God's People, who are under | W [ 


Atffictions.) And, Through much Tribulation ye muſt enter the 


Kingdom of God, Acts xiv. 22. And what David ſays, It is Boy 
ood for we that I was afflicted, that I might learn thy Statutes, 
Plal. exix. 71. And above he ſays, Before I was afflicted, I 
went aſtray, which I ſaw I was prone unto. By thele I was 


—— 
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Love and Grace in theſe D iſpenſations's And, I chought, this 
Morning my Heart was melted within me, at the Conſidera- 


with me; getting much Comfort from that, That this was 
belt indeed for me; and that God ſhewed himſelf never xind- 


er, than when 1 Was under Impreſſions of the Vanity of the 


World, 


43a 


of, che State of his People, at Chriſt's ſecend Coming, whe 
he ſhall wipe away all Tears from their Byeg, and will-giye 
them a reaping Time of Joy, after their forrewtul Sced- time 
when he ſhall give them, even the leaſt of them, a Dominion; ' 
in the Morning of the Reſurrection, qver Kings and gt 

Men, over Prineipalities and Powers; am made, upon the 
Soul- comforting Views of this, to rejolet, and bleſs-his'preat 


World; and depreſſed under gteat Straits. 


Name, that ever I was afflicted; and am made to admire" the. 


Glory of his Grace in the tame, and to pray, Come, Lord Fes 


Js,” &c. This, and this only, oceafioneth-a Peace in my 
Soul; but his Stay with me, in this Manner, is -but-very 


— 


ſhort. The Sceond Battle is a conſtarit Fight and Wreſt hug 


with the Power of Corruption, ſtill aimung at 


an inward Principle aiming at Obed ienee: But O the did 
Man is ſtrong! I feel his Strength; he has gotten a Bout of 
me, in making me become lazy in Meditation, Prayer and 


Reading, by which I was wont to get much Good: All mx 


Approaches to God in private are marred by worldly. Sugge- 


ſtions, which feteheth many a Sigh from my very Heart 


: but, 


above all, Unbelief is too ſtrong, in Oppoſition to the little 
Breathings of my Soul after God in Chriſt. Here Lam made 
to ſee, Ihat an Arm of Fleſh can do little, ſuch as Purpoſes, 
Engagements, Endeavours from eur own Ability; Lam made 
therefore to cry unto the, Lord for Help; here the main Thing 
I would be at, is, to get that Faith that employeth Chrifts 
Power againſt all ſpiritual Enemies, for it is an aſſiduous Bats 
tle and daily Fight we have of it; we muſt be fighting on 
While we are in Time. Adding no more at preſent, I remain 
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ur bodily. Hedlth, 
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ce that ye: dels 


you. becaule of the Weather; 


HOWerer, Ul 
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red me to write to you, and did not condeſcend to # Partieti⸗ 


lar, I would only, in the general, ſuggeſt, That it is eur Du- | 


ty to be making our Calling and Election ſure; which, tho” it 
be difficult to Nature, yet it is poſſible, yea, eaſy to the Soul 
fixed. in Chriſt by the Anchor and Hold of Faith. 'Wiſdons. 
bath builded her Houſe," and hewn out her ſeven Pillars, 8c, Prov. 
Ix. I, 2, 3, 4, 3, 6. She made full Proviſion, prepared 
a well covered Table, where there is Abundance of Bread, 
Fleſh, and Wine, Milk, Honey, Spices for the different States 
and Frames of Sick and Whole, Strong and Weak; and hath 
ſent forth her Maident, inviting the Fooliſh, the Simple, and them 
that are void of Underſtanding, to come in, and eat and drink, &c. 
We are to note, That this Feaſt is prepare], by the Wiſdom of 
God, for ſuch as are fooliſh and ſumple, to make them wiſe 
and prudent, Such we are by Nature, and ſuch we ſome- 
times ſee our ſelves to be by Conviction ; and therefore we 
have a Right to come, becauſe of our Call, to partake of that 
FeaFt of fat Things, full of Marrow, of Wines on the Lees well 
refined, Iſa. xxv. 6. God has been preparing theſe Proviſions 
from Eternity, and in the Depchs of his-wite Counſels he hath 
appointed them; they are indeed the Preparations of eternal 
Wiſdom. The great Marriage Supper is prepared, and the 
King ſends forth his Servants, to bid us all to the Supper, with 


theſe Soul- alluring Invitations, Bebold, (O that the Face of 


the Covering caſt over all People, and the Vail that is ſpread 
over all Nations, were taken away, that we might behold) 
Behold, 1 bave prepared my Dinner, my Oxen and my Fulings 
are killed, and all Things are ready; come unto the Marriage, 
Who would not come unto a free Feaſt, and to be entertained 
at a King's Table, and eſpecially to be married to the King's 
Son? : This is Wiſdom's Voice, Come, behold, take, and re- 
ceive all for nought ; Be not ſimple, ſtand not back, run not 


away for Fear, refuſe not God's Offers. God has prepared # 


mereifully, 3 Grace, Peace and Pardon, 
Keconciliation, Love and Favour, by and in Chriſt, his eter- 
nal Wiſdom: But we'll have none of his Preparations. Ei- 
ther, Fit, We ſee no Need of any of theſe Things ; Or elle, 
Secondly, We have Enmity and an old Deſpite at the King; 
Or, Thirdly, We will not have them for nought; which ſhews 
our Ignorance, Enmity and Pride. The- Lord incline our 
Hearts to the Voice and Ways of Wiſdom, There was never 
* l | N 2 
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| Believer's Bone broken about Wiſdom's Houſe or Doors yet; 


u- Where was never a Shipwreck in Wiſdom's broad River of the 
it Water of Life, the Streams whereof make glad the City of God; 
dul here was never a Houſe, builded on Wiſdom's Seven Pillars 
low. of Goſpel-promiſes, blown over, ſunk or burnt. This is En- 
-op, Necuragement to us all to chooſe the Ways of Wiſdom, which 
red Hare Ways of Pleaſantneſs, Safety, Life, Growth, Comfort and 
ad, Strength. He who received the greateſt Gift of it, commend- 


ates 


d it moſt, viz. Solomon, in the Book of the Proverbs, Chap, 


ach iii. 8, 9. And Chriſt, who was and is Wiſdom itſelf, de- 
ben elares, That Wiſdom is juſtified of her Children, Matth. xi. 19. 
c. he Children of God, engaging therr Hearts once in the Way 
1 of ef Wiſdom; which, 1 fee, is the embracing and receivin 
wife Chriſt alone for Salvation, as offered in the Goſpel, cleaving 
me- Fo him by the ſpiritual Exerciſe of Faith and Love, wrought in 
we he Heart by the Spirit of God, ſtudying, learning, following 
chat End enjoying him, and ſo married and united to him; I ſay 
well The Lord's People would not be divoreed from this Wiſdom 
ons For the World: To whom: ſhall we go? for rbou haſt the Words of 
hath ternal Life, ſays Peter. Not hing ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
nat Kays Paul) from the Love of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. viii, 
the Walt. I hope, ye are not ignorant of theſe Things; but O how 
with krceceding broad is the Field we are to labour in! Diligence 
te of may gather and reap many Sheaves, where Slothfulueſs can 
read ket none. I mutt acknowledge, That my Garden is full of 
bold) Weeds, becauſe 1 am not half diligent; our Joints, ſince the 
lings all, are naturally ſo crazed, that we muſt be compelled to our 
riages ork : But the God of all Grace ſtir us up, by kindly Goſpel 
ined Nvitations and Conſiderations, to our Duty, infuſing the Oil 
ing's f Grace and the Spirit into the Jeints of our Souls, 70 pit, our 
4 te. Piritual Faculties, to make us run cheerfully in the Way of his 
n not Vommands, that Chrilt's Yoke may be made eafic, I add no 
pared Youre at preſent, but that I am ! 
don, Yours in Sinterig, 
- eter. Forthwick, Dec. 28. | J. MONRO. 
. 1709. - 
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Mort hy and dear Madam, 


] Onging to hear from your Ladiſhip, I have perſwaded my | 


{elf to write to your Ladiſhip, in Remembrance of our 
late Acquaintance, by which I was refreſhed in the uſeful and 
edifying Converſe I have had from your Ladiſhip, when I 
was laſt in the North; ſome little Impreſſion whereof I en- 
deavour to retain yet, tho I mult acknowledge my Miſim- 
provement of that, and other the like Mercies. And, were it 
not that God rejoices and delights in Communications of 
Grace, Pity, Mercy and Love, through Chriſt, in whom alone 
he is well pleaſed, AAatth. iii. 17. and that he always takes 
Occaſton to manifeſt his gracious Nature, and incomparable 
free Grace and Goodneſs to poor unworthy Objects, in and by 
Chriſt alone; and that (to our own Experience) upon the 
Back of grievous Proyocations, much ſinful Weakneſs, and 
Wandring of Heart from God, Unbelief and Atheiim, much 
Self- conceit and Self-fulneſs : I ſay, Had it net been upon the 
Account of rich, free, and undeſerved Grace, we would not 
know what Airt to look unto, to get any ſpiritual Good, Mer- 
cy, or Communication to our Souls; which 1s one of Three 
Things I am made inwardly to rejoice in, and wonder at, that 
Mercy ſhould ſo rejoice over Judgment, There is a wonderful 
Connection, in the 43d Chapter of Iſaiah, between the 22, 23, 
24 Verſes, and the 25 Verſe, in which are many Complaints, 
| abecauſe of many great Faults; and yet for all that, in the 
25 Verſe, he ſays, J, even 1 am he that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, for mine own Sake, Thus, his Ways are very different 
from eur Ways; this is far above the Light of Reaſon. Ano- 
ther Thing I am made ſometimes to wonder at, and rejoice in, 
and that is, God's electing and predeſtinating Love, That he 
ſhould leave the many Millions of Adam's Race, made of the 
ſame Lump, endued with the ſame intellectual rational Facul 
ties, with better natural Enduements and Gifts than many o 
theſe he beltowed his eternal and everlaſting Love upon, and 
in Purſuit whereof, he taketh ſo much Pains upon, by Mean: 
l all Sorts, to make his Purpoſe eflectual to their excrual Hap 
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Natures, and corrupt 2 But he is, by the 
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pineſs. Election and Grace being the Ground, Foundation, 
and Cauſe ; Salvation the Building and Work; and Glory, 
or full Enjoyment, the Product, Iſſue, and ultimate End. G 
to fathom this is impoſſible ! How ſhould the Contemplation 
of this everlaſting Love, draw forth the Powers of our Love, 
and make the Flames and Beams thereof aſcend with  Vigour 
towards God again! This is above the Light of Reaſon too: 
We muſt captivate Reaſon to Revelation, and what Effect the 
Faith of divine Revelation hath upon our own Souls, in our 
own Experience, A Third Thing I many Times wonder ar, 
and am cnlarged in, when I get Leave to think upon it; and 
it is the wonderful Conſtitution of Chriſt's Perſon, God-Man : 
A Wonder indeed! [Unto us a Child is born, and unto «us a Son 
3s given, &. Aud his Name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſel 
ler, the almighty God, the everlaſting Father, &c, Wherein we 
ſee, the almighry God is a Child born, and that tous, O 
how can we think, but with Wonder, on the high and great 
Dignity the human Nature is raiſed up unto, 1n the Perſon of 
Chrit! A Creation Relation is near, a Covenant Relation is 
nearer, Adoption Relation is nearer yet; but our Relation to 
the humane Nature of. Chriſt, and our Union by Faith with 
him, who is equal with the Father, and that in our very Na- 
ture, is neareſt of all: A glorious and ſweet Myſtery indeed! 
the Believer's great Glory and infinite Advantage, and the 
only Foundation of rhe Church's Salvation and Comfort, We 
are thus complete in him indeed; what ſhould we faint un- 
der, be afraid of, complain for, who have a ſure Pledge of eter- 
nal Love, everlaſting Happineſs, complete Victory, full Provi- 
ſions, and Furniture of all Graces, in the Perſon of our elder 
Brother ? He may well ſay of us, upon this Account, O 
faithlefs and perverſe Generation, how long ſhall J ſuffer you? 
When our cheerful, conſtant, and ſtrong Motion in the Ways 
of Holineſs and Goſpel-obedience, is by Unbelief obſtructed 
and hindred. O the Glory of the Contrivance, the Grace 
and Condeſcenſien of the Undertaking, the Love and Power 
of both, in the effectual Application of all to his Pedple ! 
But many and {ad are the Plagues and Evils of my Heart 
that fetch heayy Groans from within me; and I am perſwaded 
I am not alone in the Caſe : He that ſeeks my Life, ſeeks the 
Life of all the Godly ; he is a Murderer in our own ſinful 
Perſon of 
Cbriſt, 
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are Atheiſm, Pride, Unbelief, and ſpiritual Idolatry ; and tho 
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Chriſt, a lain, vanquiſh'd and overcome Enemy: Theſe Evils 


the Head-Power and Strength of them be broken, in the Souls 


ol His People, yet much much of the Remains of them appears, 


Atheiſin is a high leading Sin, it has ſpiritual Idolatry, Un- 
belief, Pride and Rebellion; I may fay, every Evil at the Back 


of. ir: The main Work of Atheiſm is to break off all the 


Bonds and Ties of Obedience, and te render the Soul law- 
lets; aud woful are the Conſequences of that. Another 
great Work ol Atheiſm is, to put the Soul far from God; 
and then a thick Maſs of Darknefs interveens between 
the Soul and God, the farther from God by Atheiſm, which 
iſſues immediately unto Unbelief of all Divine Revelation 
the eroſſer Darkneſs appears. We may ſee, That no Evil 
whatſoever, that has Power over a poor Soul,” but flows from 
'thete Two Effects of Atheiſm, and they all bear Proportion 
with it. But I am made to ſee much of the Wiſdom of God 
in his Way of guiding his People in their militant State, leſt 
that poor Souls might fainr, and be diſcouraged, and ſink un- 
der a Senſe of Wrath, from a Sight of theſe Evils, and the Ori- 
ginal whence they flow ; therefore he diſcovers the Nature of 
rhe Goſpel-Covenanr to them, and the Glory and Grace ef the 
Mediator thereof, and brings them to a State of ſpiricual Joy, 
Peace and Relt in Chriſt, in whom they are made to believe. 
Yea, ſometimes they are filled wich Joy unſpeakable, and full 


of Glory, from the Views of theſe Things J mentioned above. 


But bchold that ſame very Light is made to turn about, and 
diſcover to the Soul, theſe fad Evils mentioned; and more of 
one Kind and other, from which the Heart is not fully pur- 
ged; and this keeps down the Scale of the Ballance that was 
ready to be lifted up too high with the Abundance of Goſ- 
ax Diſcoveries; and ſo that a Sight of Sin makes the Soul 
umble ; and the more humble, the more of God he ſees, and 
the more of his Grace in Chrilt he feels: So between Joy and 
Sorrow, Love and Fear, Uplittings and Down-caſtings, the 
poor Believer is kept buſie and right: He is not allowed to he 
one Hour idle ; a new Fight every Day 18 his Allowance and 
Appointment : This Fight is a Work of Advantage, the Spails 
of Enemies is ſweet and enriching : Tis a Work of Honour; 
there is nothing more Praiſe-worthy than Victory; tis 
Work of great Reward ; of this the Seripture is fo full, the 
F ; | ter 
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there is not one Truth more evident. Many ſweet Goſpel 


Fromiſes are made to them that overcome, in the 2d & 3d 
Chapters of the Revelation. Inſiſting no longer on theſe: 


Things to your Ladiſhip, I with the good and gracious God 


may afford your Ladiſhip the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſ- 
nets, from the Exerciſe of Trials and Afflictions, and make 
them a Mean to prepare and diſpoſe you more and more for 


Glory, that after all Trials your Lad iſhip may have abundant 


Aeceis to the promiſed Crown of Life, which the righteous 
Lord will give. I remain, 115 T2 


Madam, 


e "nn . MON RO. 


Dear Madam, 


Thought to have written to you ere now, but I hope you 
will excuſe me, for I am ſometimes out of Frame to write 


upon any edifying Subject, we are otter out of a good Frame 


than in it: As for my preſent Caſe I think the Lord is very 
graclous to me, in allowing and giving ſome reireſhing Soul- 
melting Views of his Son in our Nature, I cannot ſpeak ef 


large Attainments in theſe Diſcoveries, which the Lord reſerves 


for ſome fit Seaſons for his People, and which are the Delicates 
and Cordials of his Houſe, I mean Soul- melting, refreſhing, 
quickning and ſtrengthning Views of Chrilt's Glory in his 
Narures and Offices: Bur | can {ay that 1 never get any ſpiri- 
tual hidden inward Life, but what is fetch'd out of Chriſt, 
who is our ſecond Adam; and fo is out quickaing Spirit. O 
to be always with Jeſus! to be his Diſeiples, many a ſweet 
and heavenly Leſton he teaches, He has the Words of eternal 
Lite ; and al his Works in the Soul tend to Life; and I find 
theſe little ſmall Views has theſe Eflects upon me. (I.) My 
Soul longs to be at himſelf in the immediate Viſion of his 
Glory above, where my Soul inay be freed from every ſinful 
Motion, and tempting alluring Ineumbrances. Tho' I cannot 
conceive aright of, nor underttand, or comprehend the Nature | 
of the immediate Viſion of God's Face, nor yet of the Man 
Chriſt, as the human Nature is united to rhe Divine; yet I 
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adhere to the divitie Revelation of his Word, who hath ſald 
and prayed, Father Iwill that they alſo wham thou haſt given 
me, may be with me, where I am, that they may he hold my G 1 


&c. Jo. xvii. 24. Likewiſe he hath declared, That this wou 

be his People's Entertainment, Come ye bie ſd of my Father, in- 
herit the Kingdoms prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
World. Another Effect it has upon me, it makes a ſinful Na- 
ture lothſome and heavy to me, and a finful Practice a con- 
ſtant Burden, But here I muſt acknowledge, That of all Crea- 
turès I am the unworthieſt of any ſpecial or ſaving Mercies; 
my Sin is ever before me, O what a ſwarm of ſintul Thoughts! 
How many Sins againſt the firſt Table of the Law, which the 
World cannot fee? What Unbelief and Atheiſm ? What 


Crcature- idolatry? What Self-love, Selt-conceit and Pride? 


I need not inſiſt here, I belieye your ſelf will caſt in your Vote 
to the condemning and accuſing of theſe bloody Traitors in the 
Soul, that for ought I heard, read or felt, trouble every one 


in the Camp of Iſrael; our grand Enemy with theſe black 


Philiſtines at his back, thinks to defy the Armies of the living 
G Ob, and to break the Hearts of every ſerious Soul; but 
good Courage, Chriſt by the Implantation of the Graces of his 
Spirit in our Souls will make a Fool of him; yea, will give him 
a Chop over the Head that will break it to Pieces; yea 

Chriſt has given him and his Kingdom ſuch a deadly Wound 
that he hath loſt all his Strength by the Shift. When he en- 
gages With any in Chritt's Flock, the firſt Sight and View of 
Chriſt by Faith, will make him flee again. No wonder, for our 
ſweet and wel- beloved Lord, when he came from Edow, with 
dyed Garments from Bozre, travelling in the Greatneſs of his 
Strength, encountering with the Enemies of his Church and 
People, gave the Serpent ſuch a Blow that he hath broken his 
Head or Power, and deſtroyed his Works, according to the 
firſt Promiſe, as the Seriptnrcs ſhew at large, he is a {lain Enc- 
my, for Chriſt has ſlain the Enmity, Eph. 11.16. which is a part 
of Satan's Head. I find likewiſe the Lord giving me more Sub- 
miſſion to his Will than had, as to a temporal State and Cir- 
cumſtances in the World, let him do with me what he thinketh 
fir, the Potter has abſolute Power over the Clay. 1 am great- 
ly encouraged to Submiſſion by that Perſwaſion, That he himſelf 
in his own due Time will make all Things look well ; and that 
he. will make myſelf to ſay, That he hath dealt well and bouns 
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tifully 


11 


* Humble your ſelves under the mighty Hand of Ged, that he may 


As if the World too little were, 


For why their Malice and Envy 


(15 | | 
tifully with an unworthy Nothing, a ſinning Worm, who de- 
ſerves to be troden upon, that Word was tweet and ſtrength- 
ning to me. 1 Pet. 5, 6, 7. There is a ſure Connexion between 
Submiſſion and Humiliation, and the Exaltation of the Soul. 


exalt you in due Time. O to attain to a large Meaſure of Sub- 
miſſion and Humility ! It makes a very beautiful Perſon, it 
is a Piece of Chriſt's Robe that adoryeth all the Elect, and 


caſteth a Luſtre upon all his Attributes and all his Works. I 


have many Reaſons to ſing to his Praiſe. I add no more, 
but, Cc. 


Borthwick, February 
23. 1710. 


] MONRO, 


2 1 _ 


Soliloquie, or Meditations upon earth- 
ly Mindedneſs. 


i 


HEN I behold poor earthly Men, 
ww How eagerly they ſtrive, 


At Increaſe of their worldly Gain 
And how their Wealth may thrive, 


Their Actions, Thovghts and all they do, 


Their Time, Wit, Health and Strength, 
Are daily Sacrifices to 
This great Diana, Wealth. 
By them theſe earthly Shadows are 
Purſu'd and after gone, 


For each of them alone: 
Gainſt all who near them dwells, 


Appears, and none ſhall thrive, ſay, they, 
Nor proſper but themſelyes, 


rn 
Tea, this ſame curſed Idol Self, 


In godly Men appears; . * 
And too much Love of world ly Pelf > If 
KReligion's Strength outwears. (5-0 7 

! Thep, O my Soul! be thou aware , w 

Ot placing thy Delight, Fi: . | 
In Time's uncertain Things which are ily 
- . Novght but a paſlivg Sight. Te 
Earth's Pleaſures in their Bloom and Flower w 

Are all but mix'd with Grief; | * 

And ina dark and dying Hour, | | It 

Can yield theeno Relief. 2 

What's gliſtering Beauty which doth fade v 

And ſuddenly decay? 

What's Health. and Strength but juſt a Shade, If 

Ci Which Sickneſs blows away? 

What's Reputation and a Name v 

| But empty Things and bare? | 

What's worldly Honour and great Fame, Ine 

Y But Heart-upliftivg Air? | 

= Whats Riches, Wealth and worldly Means, III 

Thy Mind of Eaſe which robs? 1 

At Death what's Wife, Children or Friends, 1 

But Comfvrters like Job's > I 

| Yea, all Earth's Wealth together put „% 

And Pleafures ſeeming ſweet, c 

Are only Vanity and but An 

| Vexation of Sprit. q 
Then, O my Soul! do thou not fret, At rote 


| Nor yet envious be, 
At Men who in this World are great, 
| And flouriſh proſperouſſy. | 
Like Manna in the Wilderneſs 
Theſe earthly Comforts are, 
For he who gather'd more, or leſs, 


D 
: | | V 
Had both alike to ſp are. I F 


MT -) 
What tho? to pinching Straits chou rt driven, 
0 And be but mean and poor? 
f thou be Chriſt's, Bread ſhall be given, 
- And Water ſhall be ſure, 
? What tho' Diſeaſes, Sores and Pain, 
935 Should thee moleſt and grieve? 
| Yet Death at laſt ſhall be Tis Gain, 
If unto Chriſt thou live. 
What tho' Perplexity of Heart, 
And Sorrow on the ſeize ? 
If Chriſt's, he'll one Day eaſe thy ſmart, 
And wipe thy mourning Eyes. 
What tho' the godly on thee frown, 
The Wicked thee revile ? 
If thou be Chriſt's he will thee own, 
And ſweetly on thee ſmile. 
What tho* Reproach, Contempt and Shame, 
Be ſtill upon thee caſt? 
It thou in Heaven get the new Name, 
And Glory at the laſt. 
There Sighing, Sorrow, Grief and Care, 
Shall quickly flee away, 
And Joy eternal evermair 
Upon thy Head ſhall ſtay. 
There thou ſhalt bid adieu to all, 
That ever did thee croſs : 
And there the Lord himſelf he ſhall 
make up all worldly Loſs. 
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LETTER VL 


Dear Friend, | | 
I Would have written to you ere now, had I not been led a- 
ſide'by Confuſion of Mind, ſince the laſt Communion ' at 


0 h d eftion!a- 
10 ' Edinburgh; The Occaſon W wy Was, 2 ſudden Qu 4 fa : 
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roſe within me, Whether I was ſolidly fixed and ' rooted in 
Chriſt, or not? Whcther my Outgate and Enlarge- 
ment, from Spiritual Bondage and Captivity, was of the right d 
Nature, as I attained to it? From Diſcoveries of the Nature w 
of the Covenant of Grace, and of the Nature of the Goſpel in h; 
general, and of the Nature of Juſtification by Faith alone, eye- h. 
ing and reſting upon the Obedience and Righteouſneſs of the by 
Lord jeſus, and not by the Works of the Law, and our righ- [| Sc 
teouſne{s, and from the attractive, warming, and enlargitg at 

Views of the Suſticiency and Fxcellencies of the great Medi- || ſe 

ator, in and to his work; the Super- excellency of his Natures al 

my{terioully unite, of his lovely Ofhees, and the effectual ſo 

D:icharze of them: I fay, Whether my Outeate and Enlarge». | #4 

ment. on theſe Grounds was {uthcienr, fince that I muſſed 8 

D 
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that Chri't, as the great Sacrifice, in the Execution of his 

Prieſtly Office, thereby ſatisfying Divine juſtice, was not the 
very fir t and immediate Diſcovery of him that gave me Com- ot 
fort, my firſt Uplifting, ariſing and flowing from the gra- th 
eious Nature of the Grace and Goodnelis of God, manitefted, nc 
and declared in the Goſpel, and the abſolute promites of it in 1 00 
the Covenant of Grace? So, being earneſt with the | © 
Lord on the Head, ſecking for Light in it, it was luggeſted, th 
that it was my Duty to depend and wait, according to the $ 
Precept in the Cloſe of the 50 of Iſaiab, Who is among you that Cl 
feareth the Lord, & .. To which Duty I was encouraged by 
that Scripture, that was given me, as I was one Night in ſti 
Cranffon, in private, viz, That Meſſage that the Angel brought Pa 
to Daniel, Dan. x. 12. From the firit Day that ties did'f ſet thine IId 
Heart to underſtand, thy Viords were heard, I thought then, that | + 
the Words were ſpoken to Cornelius, Act, x. 4. But, after | 2 
Search, I found it otherwiſe ; So tho? I have not gotren Clear- Bu 
nets yet in the Ciſe, yet Iheep up the Hopes, that the Lord | in 
will, in his own Time and Way, clear my Diffeulty.— How- J << 
ever I dare not for a World go back to Egypt, and avowedly Se 
make a Captain of Unbchet thitherwards ; I mean, to the lee 
Houſe of Bondage. I tremble to think of being without the tie 
Camp of {ſjrae/, and to give up with my ſpecial Intereſt in the Liy 
glorious Immunities, Liberries, and Privileges of the Com- He 
mon-wealth thereof. To be without God and Hope in the PO 
World, is dreadſul; I will ſtick to my Part and Share of the | 
Covenant of Grace, as free and abſolute, It I could entertain 2 

: F 


„ 
the Thoughts, that what Peter ſays to Simon Magut, were my 
due, viz. Thou haſt neither Part nor Lot in this Matter, it 
would caſt me into an Agony; eſp:ctally fince my gracious God 
has becii at ſingular Pains wich me from my Infancy, aud 
has given many ſweet Diſcoveries of his Son to nie O that, 
by a heavenly, ſpiritual, clo{s Goſrel-walk, the Image of his 


Son might be revealed in me ! ) And now 1 obſerve, that he is 


at this Time ſhewing me more and more of what Iam in my 
ſelf, loathſome and vile; and thereby learning me to live more 
and more upon free Grace. I muſt fay Amen to that 
ſolemn and weighty Word, in Jer, xvii. 5. 6. Curſed is the 
Man that treſteth in Man, and maketh Fleſh his Arm; that 
maketh himſelf his Savicur, and his Performances bis. Hope and 
Srrength ; this is the Man, that ſhall be like the Heath in the 
Deſert, and will not ſee when Good cometh, Oh, we mult reaounce 
our ſelves altogether, and Cry —— with the Leper under 
the Law, with his Lips covered, Unclean, unclean; if we be 
not /agor miſſabib, to our iclves Terror; yet we may and 
ought to be a Burden to our ſelves, which is conſiſtent with 
a view of Pardon, and Forgiveneſs in God, Hal. exxx. 4. and 
that through Jeſus (hriſt, in one and the lame Time. O to 
be helped to Roll over our ſelves, and our Burdens upon 
Chrit's ſtrong Arm ! for I verily bclicve, the daily Experience 
of Chriſtians may form this Maxim, No Barden, no Chri- 


ſtian; the Seed of all Corruption remaining in the unrenewed 


Pait of the Godly, on the one Hand, and the inward Spi- 
ritual Light of the Law, with the preſſing Anxiety of the fe- 
newed Part, after Freedom from Sin, and after more and 
more Holineſs on the other Part, is the ordinary Cauſe of this 
Burden : And no wonder, che Lord lumſelf keep you and 
me, in the daily feeling of this Burden, that we may be for- 
ced to give our Mediator the other Lift of it; that we may 
get a Breathing and a Recruit of Strength, for we may well 
lee, and feell, if no Redeemer or Mediator, then no Salva- 
tion; and if we have no Right to him, then no Love, no 
Light, no Life, no Strength, no Comſort, no Happineis, no 
Heaven, no Adoption, no Glory, but all che contrauy, op- 
poſite Evils, with cadlets Miſery, 7” 
It has been the ancient Proteſtant Doctrine, That Aſſurance 
and a confident Perſwaſion of our being beloved of God, and of 
our being the Sons of God by A, nas amceedently neceſſary 
2 10 
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to our quickning and ftrengthning ts Evangelical Obedience, and 
to ſtir up our reflex Act: of Love towards God, by which the 
Works of Holineſs were rendred eaſy ; to this much oppoſed 
Doctrine, by the new Refiners of Religion, my Soul 
cleaveth and adhereth with Satisfaction, tho? it be contra» 


| dicted by a Set of earnal Chriſtians, if worthy of the Name 


of Chriſtians, who alledge, That the Doctrine of Aſurance will 
Tooſe the Bands of Obedience, and make the Chriftian ' negligent, 
indifferent; yea, and licentiour, and think it better Doctrine to 
teach, Thar our Obedience and Holineſs to God and his Son 
Chriit, as King, is that which giveth a Right to the Reward ; 
and that Aſſurance of Salvation is not neceſſary, but rather unne- 
ceſſary, leaſt it turn Perſons Antinomian. O corrupt Doctrine ! 
Is it not rather to be believed, that he, as Chriſt ſays, to whom 

much is forgiven, will love much? A Malefactor condemned to 
Die, mult firſt get his Remiſſion and Abſolution, before he 
can feryently love the Clemency, and Grace of his Sovereign 
Prince, eſpecially when he is not only abſolved, but alſo a- 

dopted; what would not this incline him to do for ſuch a 

gracious Prince? Will not the aſſured Soul be ready to ſay 

with David, ſeemeth it alight Thing to you to he a King's Son in 

Laws? Seeing 1 am 4 poor Man, and lightly eſteemed. Thus many a 

poor well meaning ferious Seat will look very ſtrange upon Aſ- 

ſurance, and think it belongs not to them to look ſo high; 

but there may be a Miſtake in the Bottom of this. God al- 

loweth his People all the Comforts of the Goſpel, eſpecially all 

the means in it, that nouriſh that Divine Grace of Love, 

which gives Lite and Strength to the Soul. For look whar 

a daring Adventure David undertook, upon the Propoſition of 

being the King's Son in Law ; he encountered with the Philiſ- 

tines, the King's Enemies, and ſlew 200 of them. I leave this 

upon your felt, to meditate upon it as a clear Alluſion to a Part 

of the Chrittians State; for ſurely a great, noble, and high 

Deſign and Proſpect, cannot but give new Vigour and 

Strength to the Soul. Much might be ſaid upon this copious 
Subject, but I leave it, only wait and wreſtle for the Grace, 
and Privilege of Aſſurance: If you will not find it putting 
your Soul in a Tune, for ſinging the Song of Meſes and the 
Lamb, 1 am greatly miftaken of it: I believe there is no ſweet 
 Confort of heavenly Muſick, that can be in the Soul without 
ſome Meaſure and Degree of it. David the Mer a” 4 

| ac 


of # 


219 3 
Eſrael wt full of Experience, and full of Affurarice, and 
therefore he ſings as a Swan, the Older the ſweeter, Let the 
Arminians judge, it David's Aſſurance, which he maintained 
confidently in the Lord, when he was as yet but a ſtripling, 
wherein he approached to the Geliab, and flew him; if this 
Aſſurance made him Lazy, or Licentious: No indeed, but 
rather as John Oxen D. D. ſays of him, His Steps of Faith 
and Loye, was like the way of an Eagle 1n the Air, lofty and 
High, which we are not able to Trace, If we would be great, 
fruitful, ſhinning Chriſtians, we would do well to ſeek after 
Goſpel Aſſurance, for tis a good Friend to Humility, and E- 
vangelical Sorrow, — The Kingdom of Grace is not a 
divided Kingdom; one Privilege iu it does not eneroach upon 
another, nor one Grace doth not hinder the Courſe of another, 
_ Elſe it could not ſtand. 

I conclude this confuſed Line, with my hearty Prayer for 
you, That the very God of Peace Sanctity you wholly, and 
that your whole Spirit, and Soul and Body, be prelerved blame 
leſs unto the coming of our Lord jeſus. Faithful is he who 
calleth you, who, I hope, will do it, 1. Theſ. v. 28, And re- 
mains, 


Dear Friend. * 
Borthwick, April. 28. Tours in all Duty. - 
I7 IO | g J. MON RO. 


8 8 1 — 


 — 


LETTER Viki 


Worthy Madam, | 
T HIS Morning J was getting a View of my own Unwor- 
thineſs every Way, aud was made ſenſible in ſome Mea- 
ſure of it; ſo that I was made to enquire, How ſhall / he put 4 
mung the Children? How ſhould I get the pleaſant Land? The 
Anſwer was both ſweet and humbling at once, Exel. 36. 32. 
Not for your ſakes de I this, ſaith the Lerd ( proteſted With a 
ſolemn Declaration) Be it known unte you ; be aſhamed and con- 
founded for your own Vhays, O Houſe of Iiracl : And hereby there 
is an open Door made for the Adminiſtration of the free and 
gracious Promiſes of the new and better Covenant; and. this 
OF Tn 7 
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iz the only Anſwer for the abovementioned Query, I was 
made to ſay, O my God, I am a fooliſh, ſinful, very ſinful 
Child ; yet Nr to thy Name, that thy Grace (purchaſed 
by the Death of the Redeemer ) is ſufficient for me! 2 Cor, 12. 
9. Had not the Fulneſs, Freeneſs and Sufficieney.of thy Grace 
fupported, I would have funk beneath the Stream. Many a 
Turn of Law-challenges I get, and the Lord makes that Word 
in the 3. of 7ehn 16. to be very fatisfying and relieving, 
God fo loved the Hourld, That he gave his enly begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhinld not periſh, but have ever laſting 
Life; for God ſent not his Son te the World to cendemmn the World, 


but that the Werld through him might be ſaved, O the bleſſed 
Jeſus that was made Sin ſor us, who knew no Sin ! it there 
be any Threatning flowing from the holy and firict Law, there 
is an Anſwer to it, and an Exeniption from it, flowing from 
the Goſpel : That Word was very heavy and bitter to me, 
Mala. 3. . Ic are curſed with a Cyr ſe, becauſe ye have robbed me, 
Nc. I felt this reaching and pricking me, becauſe I gave not 
God his due of my Heart, Mind and Afﬀections, of my 
Time and Duty; and indeed ſtared me with a ghatily Afpecty 
But O! that's a humbling and ſweet Anſwer, Gal. 3. 13. 
Chriſt hath redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, being made 4 
Curſe for ns : Wherefore Hcb. 6. 25, 26. He is able to ſave them 


to the utter mf} that come ts God by him, ſeeing he euer liveth to 


make Interceſſion for them and ſuch an hogh prieſt became ut, who 
is holy, in Oppolition to our wretched Vileneſs, Harmleſs, op- 
poſite to the poiſoned Venome of our Natures againit God 
and one another, when the ſame is ſtirred up, and andefi/ed, 
oppoite to our external and internal, natural & daily contracted 
'Corruprions and Pollutions, and ſeparate jromSinners,over againſt 
our too little Abhorrence of the Ways ot Sinners. The Proverb is, 
Lite loveth like, That Challenge may reach us, Iſa, 2. 6. And 
they pleaſe them ſalves in the Children of Strangers. We tall ſhort 
of godly David's Excrcile, Pſ. 119. 53, 63, 136, 139, 158 
Verſes. This has been my Challenge; fo that our High Prieſt 
can produce a perſect Righteouſneſs before the Father, upon 
the Score of which, and of the great Sacrifice of himſelf, as a 
Lamb without Spot, he pleads at the ſiricteſt and ſevereſt Rate, 
and makes Interceſſion with good Sueceſs; pleading with Law 
in his Hand, as a noble Adyocate, with the Tongue of the 


learned, and with Grace in his Lips in Store and Plenty, having 


the 
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the Acts of tho Covenant of Redemption in the one Hand, and 
the Acts of the Covenant of Grace in the other Hand: His 
Death and Suffterings for his Clients in the one Hand, and his 
Reſurrection, Life, Holineſs and Righteouſneſs in the other 
Hand : and all for us. O the full Warrant we have to be⸗ 
lieve ! The Law Security we have to perſwade us, That 55 be- 
lieving in his Name, the Father will 7uſtify us the wngodly, and 
then no Condemnation, Rom. 8. 1. This is the Fountain opened, 
to cleanſe the Contcicnce and to quicken the Soul, and to 
bring about hat is promiſed and prop heſied of him. Ja. 61. 
I, 2, 3. Giving to the Mourners of Zion, Beau for Aſhes, the 
Oil of Foy for #:9r ning, the Gar ments of Praiſe for the Spirit of 
Heavine|s ; that they may be called Trees of Kyghteonſneſs, the 
planting ef the Lord: And the Deſign of all is, That he might 
be glorified, the Father in the Son, and the Sen in the Father, 
and in his People, ſweet Couple! One in Subſtance, equal in 
Power and Glory, Halelujab. Praiſe, O Madam, praiſe, praiſe 
him, one God in three Perſons, to whom we are all equa 
obliged for the Love of each of them. Bur 1 am afraid, 
left by my being left in this Wilderneſs, I may fall in ſome 
of the Slime Pits of Soda; tho' I deſire to believe that he has 
actually redeemed my Soul from Death, and in ſome Meaſure 
mine Eyes from Tears ; tho' I do not deſire to have mine Eyes 
freed alrogether from Tears, in this Wilderneſs of Tears, till 
Chriſt himſelt wipe away all Tears from my unworthy Eyes, 
that are oft bebolding Vanity, which will make the doing of 
it the more wondertul, O! the Thoughts of grieving him, 
who is ſo tenderly and concernedly kind, by an unwatchful 
Converſation, are now heavy upon my Heart, tho' he has kept 
me from groſs ourward- Pollutions known to the World, 
yet Sins againſt the firſt Table, known to God, are oft om 
mitted, black Atheiſm, Idolatry, Unbelief; and many more. 
The Vengeance of God, and his Temple, be upon theſe Ene- 
mies. O wretched Man that I am! whe [Hall deliver me, 8c. 
Glory to his Name that there is a Deliyerer and Redeemer 
come from, and for Zion, that will take away Iniquityfrom Jacob. 
Madam, pardon this Trouble; for, my Spirit being exerciſed” 
theſe two Days, I could not but vent my ſelf in this Manner: 
it is ordinary for Children in a Family to ſpeak to one another 
in their pratling Way of it: There are few hereabouts to whom 
could ule the Freedom, 1 wiſh the Lord reward your 2 | 
of | e 


( 24 ) 
W! ſhip's Care towards me. I deſire always to look ever the 
Heads of all fellow Creatures, for bleſſed is the Man that try- 
flerb in the Lord, &e. This is in Haſte from | *. 


Honoured Mad am, 


Borthwick, June 3, Tour Ladyſhips very bumble; 
1710. | and much obliged Servant, 
L MONRO. 
LETTER VIII 
Madam, 


3 

1 Should have performed this Piece of Duty ere now, but 
| ® when I look to my ſelf, I feel a woful Backwardneſs in 
my Inclinations, to any Piece of Duty, that is any thing Dit- 
ficult, for I find a Ditheulty in writting te any, to fall upon - 
the moſt neceſſary Subject for them, which, 1 acknowledge, 
flows from too much Weakneſs and Ignorance, and want of 
Experience on my Part, in the Depths, Intricacies, and ſore 
Labrynths of Sonl Exerciſe ; for ought 1 underſtand by our 
tranſient Conferences, your Soul is not yet brought out from 
under the Hand of the Law, which is the Tutor and Gover- 
nour of your Soul, until the Time appointed of the Father 
come, to redeem you, who are under the Law, that ye may re- 
ceive the Adoption of Sons, Gal. 4, 2 and 5 Verſes, The poor 
Heir is pretty low, while he is Minor, differing! nothing from 
a Servant; yea, ſomatimes Worſe ſtated than a Servant; for a 
Servant, even a Hypoerite may get his Liberty, when and 
where the Child of the Houſe gets nene; he is kept under a 
watchful Eye; and Care is taken that he ger nothing to a- 
buſe, or wrong him, which his fooliſh Inelinations ſeeks af- 
ter, Hoſ. 2. 6. But a Servant in the Houſe may get his En- 
largements, and his Idols too, Ephraim is joined ta Idols, let 
bim alone, Hoſ. 4. 17. which Liberty, in the Deſire of his 
own Heart, is his Enlargement, great Progreſs in Duties, 
3 Gifts and proportionable Sweetneſs in them. This at- 
As the Man, and fills himſelf up more and more with him- 
ſelf, and his own Conceit, there is not one empty Corner 10 
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I hisSoul, for Chriſt Jeſus the Saviour, which makes him à triie 
the Laodicean; and like Tyrus, to tay, I am of pertef} Beanty, 
Ir | Exek. xxvii. 3. But, 9e find the poor Heir low; poor and 
needy, full of Wants. A Child of God, whet: the Lord is 
fixting, him for his Inheritance, he qualifies him many Ways. 
A Firſt, he keeps him long enough under tte Senſe of his 
t, | Miſery, Wants and Neceſſities ; ſo that he is made ſen- 
ſible, that he js not a born Heir to the Inheritar.ce of 
RO. | the Saints, but rather that he is born an Heir of Wrath, 
| and preſently feels ſoinething, leſs or more, of the Pit- 
— | terneſs of this Wrath; Thy wrath hetb hard upon me, and thou 
halt afflicted me with all hy waves, Selah. Says Heman, Pſal. 
Ixxxv11. 7. and this makes him think little of himſelf, And 
Secondly, he makes him ſenſible of what his Father and Mother 
were, Ezek, xvi. 3. Thy Father was an Amorite, and thy Mo- 
band ther an Hittite; and ſo original Sin appears. He makes him to 
N ſee himſelf the Son of apoſtate and rebellious Adam and Eve; 
dit he thinks, he hears the very Earth 4 ccur ſed for his Sake. 
| Gen. iii. 17. 9nd ſo he is made to look back to his more im- 


* mediate Parents, and is made to eloſe with that Challenge: 
Ke Iſa. 1.4. Ab! ſinful Nation, 4 People laden with Iniqutity, a Seed 
ſore of evil Doers, Chidren that are Corrupters, & c. So that a fight 
__ of imputed Guilt, and inherent Sin, . makes him abhor himſelf, 
c. and think little of himſelf, and wiſh that he were out of 
n himſelf ; he is naturally fo Vile. And Thirdly, He is made he 
ther to ſee and feel his- Unfittedneſs for the great and glori- 
„ cus Inheritance, by his Poverty, Weakneſs, and Loathſome- 
ts neſs, becauſe of many Diſeaſes and Plagues ; he fees not 4 
Ee ſound Piece of bim all, not a whole Bit of him, but all 
. Meunds and Brui ſes, and purifying Sores, Iſa; i. 6. he will be 


ay” ready fo conclude, Can the like of me be made Whole ? 
er a I there any Medicine able to eure me? O! this empties him 
Wy further, & makes him think, that every Creature in the World 
al- 1s better then himſelf; for he is made to tee] the Set ot his 
Eu- Diſpoſition againſt God altoge ber, in every Precept and 
let Duty. O happy Child, thus ſavingly enlighrned in the Diſ- 

his coveries of himſelf! A full View of theſe Things, which are 

ries but Few of Many, empties the Soul, and has a natural Ten- 
al dancy to humble the poor Heir: Eipecially likewiſe, when 

he ſees, and feels that be cannot agree with, or underſtand; 
and is no ways able, to lay hold * the Remedy in the Co- 
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Heads of all fellow Creatures, for bleſſed is the Man that tr, 
fteth in the Lord, &c. This is in Tall from | 27 


Honoured Madam, 


Borthwick, Fune 3. Tour Ladyſhips very bumble; 
1710. | and much obliged Servant, 
L MONRO. 
Madam, | 
1 Should have performed this Piece of Duty ere now, but 
when I look to my ſelf, I feel a woful Backwardneſs in 


my Inelinations, to any Piece of Duty, that is any thing Dif- 
ficult, for I find a Difficulty in writting te any, to fall upon 
the molt neceſſary Subject for them, which, 1 acknowledge, 
flows from too much Weakneſs and Ignorance, and want of 
Experience on my Part, in the Depths, Intricacies, and ſore 
Labrynths of Sonl Exerciſe ; for ought I underſtand by our 
tranſient Conferences, your Soul is not yet brought out from 
under the Hand of the Law, which is the Tutor and Gover- 
nour of your Soul, until the Time appointed of the Father 
come, to redeem you, who are under the Law, that ye may re- 
ceive the Adoption of Sons, Gal. 4, 2 and 5 Verſes, The poor 
Heir is pretty low, while he is Minor, differing nothing from 
a Servant ; yea, ſomatimes Worſe ſtated than a Servant; for a 
Seryant, even a Hypocrite may get his Liberty, when and 
where the Child of the Houſe gets nene ; he 18 kept under a 
watchful Eye; and Care is taken that he get nothing to a- 
buſe, or wrong him, which his fooliſh Inclinations ſeeks af- 
ter, Hoſ. 2. 6. But a Servant in the Houſe may get his En- 
largements, and his Idols too, Ephraim is joined ta Idols, let 
bim alone, Hoſ. 4. 17. which Liberty, in the Deſire of his 
own Heart, is his Enlargement, great Progreſs in Duties, 
—4 Gifts and proportionable Sweetneſs in them. This at- 
As the Man, and fills himſelf up more and more with him - 
elf, and his on Conceit, there is not one empty. Corner 1 
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bis Foul, for C hriſt Jeſus the Saviour, which makes him a'triis 
Lasdicean ; and like Tyrm, to tay, I am of pertef} Beany, 


Exel. xxvii. 3. But, he find the poor Heir low; poor and 


needy, full of Wants. A Child ot God, when the Lord is 
fitting him for his Inheritance, he qualifies him many Ways. 
Firft, he keeps him long enough under the Senſe of his 
Miſery, Wants and Neceſſities ; ſo that he is made ſen- 

ſible, that he js not a born Heir to the Inheritaz:ce of 
the Saints, but rather that he is born an Heir of Wrath, 
and preſently feels ſoinething, leſs or more, of the Pit- 
terneſs of this Wrath; Thy wrath lyeth hard upon ine, and thou 
haft afflicted me with all thy waves, Selah. Says Heman, Pſal. 
Isxxv11. 7. and this makes him think little of himſelf, And 
Secondly, he makes him ſenſible of what his Father and Mother 
were. Exel. xvi. 3. Thy Father was an Amorite, and thy Mo- 


ther an Hittite ; and ſo original Sin appears. He makes him to 


ſee himſelf the Son of apoſtate and rebellious Adam and Eve ; 
he thinks, he hears the very Earth accurſed for his Sake. 
Gen. iii. 17. and ſo he is made to look back to his more im- 


mediate Parents, and is made to cloſe with that Challenge: 


Iſa. i. 4. Ab! ful Nation; 4 People laden with Iniqutity, a Seed 
of evil Doers, Chidren that are Corrupters, & e. So that a fight 
of imputed Guilt, and inherent Sin, makes him abhor hiinfelf, 


and think little of himſelf, and wiſh that he were out of 


himſelf; he is naturally ſo Vile. And Thirdly, He is made 
to ſee and feel his Unfittedneſs for the great and, glort- 
ous Inheritance, by his Poverty, Weaknets, and Loathſome- 
neſs, beeauſe of many Diſeaſes and Plagues ; he fees not 4 
ſound Piece of him all, not a whole Bit of him, bur all 
Meunds and Britiſes, and purifying Sores, Iſa; i. 6. he will be 
ready fo conclude, Can the like of me be made whole? 
Is there any Medicine able to eure me? O! this. empties him 
further, & makes him think, that every Creature in the World 
is better then himſelf; for he is made to tee! the Ser of his 
Diſpoſition againſt God altoget her, in every Precept and 
Duty. O happy Child, thus ſavingly enlighrned in the Diſ- 
coveries of himſelf! A full View of theſe Things, which are 
but Few of Many, empties the Soul, and has a natural Ten- 
dancy to humble the poor Heir : Eipecially likewiſe, when 
he ſees, and feels that he cannot agree with, ror underſtand, 
and is no ways able, to lay hold 2 the Remedy in the Co- 


venant 
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2 
venant of Grace, by Jeſus Chrift 5 ke lying at the Pool of 
Siloæm ſo long, and never able to ſtep in to be healed, AN 
W theſc things a Servant meets not with effectually; but the poor 
Heir muſt be under theſe, and the like Convictions, till the 
Time appointed of the Father come, and then the Father's 
gracious Diſpoſition mult be revealed to him; which Diſpo- 
ſition and Gratuity was drawn up by his own Hand, in the 
Eternal Purpoſe ot Election, flowing from everlaſting Love, 
Fer, xxxi. h And now ſeing a Diſpoſition could not be gi- 
ven to ſuch a vile Creature, as mentioned above, to ſuch a 
glorious Inheritance, as he purpoſed in his Love for him, 
in a Conſiſtency with his molt pure and exact Juſtice, and 
with the Greatneſs of his Honour; then the ever glorious 
Contrivance of Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt advances, where- 
by bis adorable Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice, Goodnels and Holi- 
neſs are briefly ditplayed in a beautiful and Heart raviſhing 
Luſtre, Brightneſs, and Glory; and in him with an Eye to 
his Purchaſe, and his Death and Sufferings, the Diſpoſition is 
drawn up with the Father's Hand, and written with his dear 
Son's Blood: In Chriſt, in Chiilt only is this Diſpoſition, 
and Deed of Gift made, and given to the poor Heir, Epheſ. 
i. 11. In whom alſo we have obtained an Inheritance, &c, 
1 Thef. v. 9. For God bath not appointed us to Wrath, but to ob- 
tain Salvation by our Lord Feſus ChrizF, 2 Tim. i. 9. Who hath. 
Javed us and called ut, &c. which was given us in Chriſt 
 Feſas, before tbe World began. The Covenant of Redemption 
made between the Father -and the Son, wherein the EleR 
\ Were given to Chriſt, and wherein the Father binds himſelf 
to gire them a being in Tune, as Creator, and to furniſh 
their Head with all ſuteable - Abilities, and Aſſiſtance, to fi- 
nith and apply his Work of Redemption and Mediation, 
and. whereby the ever bleſſed, lovely, lovely (with melting 
Warmnels of Heart, I muſt expreſs it) ſecond. Perſon of the 
adorable Trinity binds himſelf, to come in our Nature, in 
our Habites, Likeneſs and Infirmities,to fulfil the Law for us, to 
die for us and our Offences, to become a Curſe for us, to re- 
ceive the drawn Sword of juſtice (that was never drawn before 
in ſuch a manner) into his Heart, to take the Curſe off them, 
to take all char was in their Way out of the Way: I fay, this 
is the Foundation of the Promiſes of the Covenant of Grace; 
they are abſolute by Grace to the Heir, but dear, dear * 
* : | they 


\ 


l 
they to Chriſt, O now! when the poor Heir ſees that this is 
the Way, that his Inheritance is given him, and purchaſed - 
by paying a Ranſom for him, and by his Friend's buying and 
purchaſing an Inheritance for him, O now! will he not accepe 
of his Father's Gift & Diſpoſition to the Inheritance, that is tull, 
the Þ ample and legal, without any Exception of Law? Row, viii. 
F 1, The Price is paid, the Charters drawn up, and regiltrated, 


dve | 
gi Rand alſo ſealed with the Blood of Chriſt, the Evidences of 
h a Promiſes and Experiences, ſo full and legible ; and the Spirit of 


God giving him Infeoftment, yea, and proclaiming him Heir of 
the promiſed Inheritance by Application, after ſaving Illumi- 
nation, by which he is made to fee his Name written in the 
Book of Life, and among the Living in Jeraſalew, and made 
to read himſelf in the Roll and Lift, of theſe given to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of the adopted Sons of God, So the poot Heirs of 
of Glory come not calily by their Inheritance: And tho? it is 
eaſie to them, after once it's given them to believe, To fit and 
live upon the Rents of Chriſt's Conqueſt and Purchaſe,that he 
bought Dear for them, for he only was able to Buy, and 
outbid indeed: Yet, in their Education, and Training for 
their Inheritance, and making them Capable for it, they muſt 
get many ſad Blows and Laſhes from Law and Conſcience; 
they mult get fad Sights of themſelves, leſs or more, ſooner 
or later, to make them humble ; yea they muſt wait a 
while: for it, viz, The Father's good Time, until he pleaſe, 
and Wait with a Senſe of Unwortbineſs, Vileneſs, and Un- 


f Vꝛ deſervedneſs. And who can deny, but the Father may run, 
h and meet, and kifs, and make ready the fatted Calf, for the 
= Son that was dead and is now alive ? Madam, Wait, wait until 
| the Time appointed of the Father come, and then he will 


"| break the Bonds of Unbelief, and he will diſpoſe you to 
WM # ſay, 1 will ariſe and ge to my Father. Take this confufed Line 

* e+e ak ' my of 
aud Advice from, | 4 


Madam Tow Oi rs 
4 | ; : / 5 $ Yours, &e. | | 
- Borthnich, July 19. 1710. | | EY 
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LETTER IX. 


Pear and loving Father, 


I aim at the Duty of remembring you before the Lord, in my 
weak, and (I may ſay) fintul Way of addreſſing, and to do 
at leaſt as much as the Publicans do, knowing that ye have, and 
continue to mind me before the Lord. | ; 
Dear Father, I muſt, at this Time, deſire your Help, to praiſe 
your God and myGod,for his everlaſting Love in his well-belo- 
ved Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: For myPart I cannot tell What to 
__ him, I eannot tell how to get Names for him to declare 
his Excellency. I am now and then ſwallowed up in his 
Praiie. Every one of his Relations is ſweeter than other, and 
fuller than other. | 3 | 
Firſt, Solomon ſays of him, Thive own Friend, and thy Fa: 
ther Friend for jake nat ; for he is 4 Friend that fticks cloſer than 
4 Brother ; he is an old Friend indeed, he befriended Adam in 


Paradiſe and all his Poſterity ſince. 


Secondly, If any Man fin, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther Fe ſus Chriff the Righteous, ſays John the Divine. O! who 
Lan expreſs the Life and Comfort, holy Boldneſs and Joys that 
the believing Views bring to the Soul, of Chriſt's ſtanding be- 
fore the Bar, in the Room of the Pannel, pleading as Advocate, 


Fl the Adds of his Father's ſecret and revealed Will in his 


and, the two Covenants of Redemption and Grace in his 
Hand, the Promiſes made to the Elect in himſelt in his Hand, 
and the great Price of his Blood preſented always, upon which 
all the reſt are founded; yea, the Father's very Purpoſe and e- 
yerlaſting Decree and Deſign of Life to a Sinner, is only with 


Reſpect ro the great E xpiatory Sacrifice; and think ye, will he | 


not get Law? 1 trow he will: He has the Tongue of the learn- 
ed to expreſs himſelf, he has a Tongue dip'd in Hony for the 


 Syllable of Condemnatien, Challenge, Reproof, or 


1 a 


| . 
* wot v1 


1 Am aſhamed that I have been ſo long a writing to you, be- 
ing but the very leaſt Duty I owe to a worthy Parent, who 
has been dutiful to me in Spirituals and Temporals ; tho? yet | 


pooreſt Sinner that ever was, that employs him, not one 1 
Nord, or 


n - awd Mlkam os 


Up- 1 


— 


1 
Upbraidingis in the ſweet Mediator's Mouth: He is fairer 
than the Sons of Men, in bis Lips is Store of Grace infuſed, lays 
David : One Word like that of Adoſes, Numb. 11. 11, ——15, 
Wherefore have 1 not found Favour in thy Sig ht, that thou layeſt the 
Burden of all this People upon me? One Word like this would 
argue Imperfection in the Mediator of che Elect ; his Chair is 
a maſs of Grace, and Goodnets, and infiaite Patience, he is able 
und willing 0 ſave to the uitermoſf all i hat come to the Father, by 
bim, and by him they are begotten ag ain to 4 lively Hope, and this 
is the rantomed Seed chat Will icrve him, and ptaiſe him, and 
will be reckoned the redeemed of the Lord to all Generations, 
Not only does he, as Advocate, procure their Indemnity and 
Acquittance from the Creditor s Purtuit, but Iikewiſe as Solt- 
aiſe citor he advances their Intere't, and minds that always, and 
1o- prays the Father to fend to his poor redecined Ones that Com- 
tto forter, Unction, and Spirit of Truth, rhar reaches all Things, 
are by which che Evidenees of their eternal Inheritance is read to 
his. them, he ſolicitates the Communications and Applications of his 
Purchaſeto them. O, he has no will that they ſhould want neceſſa- 
ry Rents & Incomes, ſince he has laid up a great Fund for them 
Fu. in the new Covenant. This is oft enough a {weet Relation to me, 
ban and very precious, an Advocate with the Father, who is 4 Prie 
in Fer ever after the Order of Melchiſedek. O! mult the 
; Oath of the Eternal be interpoſed tor the Security of the Elects 
ry, | Happineſs, Pardon, Peace, Grace, and Glory? O the profound 
"Ml Ocean of Wifdom in the Redemption of Sinners by jeſus 
bas Chriſt ! O how dreadful is the Contempt of the ever glorious 
Goſpel in the Hand of the Son of God! Tis unexpreſſible, - the 
5 Word David ſays, TO DAY leſt be ſuear in his Wrath, that 
8 ye will not enter inte his Reſt, 8c, was a ſtrong call to me, a 
daily Spur to me to believe in the Name of the Lord Jelus, I 


_ no Reſt becauſe of ir, the Word ay ſounded un mine 
ars, | 


Thirdly, He is our Bridegroom, Can the Children of the 
Bride- chamber mourn, while the Bridegroom is preſent with them? 
ſays Chriſt: And therefore we are called to forget our own 
People and our Father's Houſe, That the King may delight in 
our Beauty, His effential and moral Perfections make the Vir- 

gins love him, and ſay with Ephraim, What have I any wore to 
40 with Iddls ? O how excellently and nobly does the Spirit 

draw the Soul to Chriſt, and Chriſt by his Spirit come to the 


* 
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Soul, and conſumate the Marriage! He himſelf gives the Wed: 


ding Garment, by Faith of the Operation of God, whom hav: 
ing not ſeen yet believing ye rejoice with Joy unſpeakable and full of 


Glory ©: Becauſe adorned with his Jewels and made comely with 


his imputed Righteouſneſs, My Soul defires to live all my 
Days in Time and Eternity upon this Bridegroom and Hus- # 
band, that when as worthy Shepherd ſays, I have nothing to 


preſent but a carnal Heart, an unbelieving, atheiſtical Mind, 
Emptineſs, Vileneſs, Pride, Spiritual Idolatry and Creature- 
love, that I may by believing; rejoice in him, who is of God 


made unto Sinners, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanflification and Re- 
dew;ptien: And becauſe what I want, my Rich and compleat | 
Husband has it, and he loves to find his Spouſe deviſe: liberal 
Things; for he loves to fee the Believing Church, and par- 
ticular Perion leok like his Bride, and. to take on much upon 
his Account, I mean Mercies and Privileges, and not a. Liber- 
ty to {m, becaufe the Son of Man has Power to forgive Sins on 
Earth. Fourthly, That he took upon him not the Nature of 
Angels, bat the Seed of Abraham, that in all Things it behoved him 
to be made like unto his Brethren, that he might be à faithful High 
Prieſt, &c. ſays Paul to the Hebrews, | 
O here is a ſweet Relation, a Man, and that a Brother, by 


| his Manhood he is become the ſecond Adam, and ſo a quickning 


Spirit, and I find him, and the Miniftratiori-of Lite by him, and 
in him; to be a quickning Spirit of Life to my Soul. By him 
the humane Nature is highly advanced, higher than Angels, than 
the Heavens, becauſe of the irs near Relation to Chriſt; 
the ſame eternal Spirit, that made him to be the fir f begotten 
among many Brethren, that ſame Spirit begets us unto a lively 
Hope, and by Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works; and ſo he is 
our elder Brother, in whoſe Garments when we come to get 


the Bleſſing, we ſhall be bleſſed indeed, the ſmell of his Gar- 


ments is the ſmell of the Field, which the Lord hath bleſſed, as 
Iſaac ſaid to his Son 2 great is our Privilege by his be- 


ing our Brother, in the ſame Rank and Lay with our ſelves, it 


pleaſed the King well, that Foſeph's Brethren came to the 
Court by his Means; and ſays, Bebold the Land is before | 
on, make thy Brethren dwell in the beſt of the Land; but this J 


Alluſion is very ſhort, of this noble Relation betwixt Chriſt 
and his Brethren; And as he is Man, the Faleſs of the God-head i « 
exelling bodily in bim, and he ſo nearly xclated to us, as Bone 


of 


. a 
if our Bone, and Fleſh ef eur Fleſh, we cannot but enjoy full, ſa- 
isfying and enriching Communications trom him, as Head 
o the Members, by that Grace of Faith that is appointed the 
uſtrument of drawing out of this Fulneſs, and the Inſtru- 
nent of Reception; and the Ligament of uniting and tying 
the Soul to the glorious, myſterious Head God-Man : Upon 
Relation ſtand all our Privileges, | pi . 
g to Fifth, A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto youlike 
o me, him ſhall ye bear, ſays Moſes to Iſrael: But ſtay (ill 
ture- Jo ſes, he is above you yet; He that made the Houſe is of 
nore Honour than the Houſe: Remember the Waters of 
Strife, your Maſſah and Meribah; The great Old Teſtament 
Prophet and typical Mediator, falls ſhort here: But our great 
New Teltament Prophet is perfect, and never offended, tho 
he had the greateſt Charge upon him, that ever, was in Heaven 
and Earth; Th is my wel-beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, 
hear him, ſays his Father, And as our Prophet, he is come 
s on a Light to enlighten the Gentiles, and.the Glory of his People 
re of © Ifracl, and good News, That 'tis a great Part of his Com- 
bias miſſion, to open the Eyes of the Blind, and to make them to ſee 
out ot Obſcurity; to lead the Blind in a Way they knew not; 
| to bring his People out of Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
, by power of Satan to God ; to receive Remiſſion of Sins, and In- 
ung F heritance among them that are ſanctified, as Paul ſays. Our 
and I Prophet, being the Sun of Righteouſneſs, cauſes his Light come 
hun in to our Soul, with ſtrong, clear Beams of warm, over- 
han coming and fructifying Light, ſo as we are ſometimes made 
rift; ¶ xo find our Hearts burn within us; and melt within us, when 
wen he openeth to us the Scriptures ; eſpecially the Nature of the 
rely Covenant of Grace and the Goſpel ; and are made to ſay with 
12 15 the blind Man,, before I was blind, but now 1 ſee, O wonder- 
get ful is the Wayethat Chrift taketh to teach his People! He 
Tar- F takes no other Subject to treat of, or {peak upon, but himſelf; 
, a5 Moſet and all the Prophets ſpake of him, and pointed the Ein- 
be- ger towards him: So he being the Father's Repreſentative to 
„it us, in himſelf he diſcovers the Father to us, by his Spirit; 
the and he being the Propitiation for Sin, and the bloody Sacri- 
fore fice for Sin, we can never turn better to ſee the dreadful Con- 
this MF ſequences and Effects, yea, the deadly Poiſon and Malignity of 
it in, than to behold a bleeding, wounded, crying, ſuffering, 
ad dying Lord and Chriſt. The Nobility of his Perlonage, the 
e | Tia n- 


n 
Innocency and Holineſs of his Nature and Converſation} 
might ſuffice evidently to diſcover the fad Nature of Sin, in 
ſo much as this could not excem him from Suffering, beeauſe 


be was ſtanding in the Room of the Sinner. He is the Son of 


Man, that 1s to thew the Houſe of Iſtae! their Iniquity, to bets al 
ter Purpoſe than Ezekiel could do. — j 
Sixtbly, The Lord hatb ſworn, and will retent him never, Thou ©, W 
art 4 Prieſt for ever, aſter the Order of Melebii-dek; ſays Da- 
vid; and even he ſhall build the Temple of the Lord, and he er. 
ſhall bear the Glory; and oe and rule upon his Throne, ter 
and ſhall be a Prieſt upou his Throne ; and the Counſel of Peace 18. 
' ſhall. be between them both, O! what would come of us, and W 
of all his Church, if our high Prieit died hke Aaron ? Where 
eould we find One to ſucceed him in the Office, and fill up W. 
the prieſtly Throne? Glory to his Name, that he ever lives to © 
make Interceſſion, and by his Spirit (as the Effects of his In- 
terceſſion) ſtirs up the Spirits of his People, to wreſtle by 
Prayer, and make a Kind of Iutereeſſiom tor themſelves, and Lox 
ſo preſents their Prayers, and pleads a Hearing to them: And WI 
he does more too, He pleads and prays, and makes Intereeſ- 
ſion for us; not only when we are buſie, diligent and watch- 
ful, for the Imperfections of theie Duties, but alſo when we mie 
Neep, and ſit up, and fin and wander; and this is the beſt Poul 
of it, His Interceſſion is {eatouable, conſtant, impartial, fer- 
vent, ſincere, affectionate, holy and juſt. Had not the ſweet Pon 
Smell of the creat, pure, perfect Sacrifice of himſelf; and the Yew 
{ſweet Savour of the bloody Burnt-Oftering, filled the No- 
frils of the Father, that God that could never abide the nau-NPeeca 
ſeous Stink ot Sin, we would never be favour'd nor accepted 
of at all: Yea, the Church triumphant above, and militant Lou 
below, have their daily Refreſhments from the ſweet Odour” 
of this Sacrifice. O! tis pleaſant to hear (when Conſcience 
and the Law accuſe and condemn poor Things) the lovel 
Sound of the Bells of Gold, that hing round about our High 
Prieſts Garments, making a Sound in the Sanctuary, 'viz, the 
Goſpel and the Promiſes, that are 7:4 and Amen in him! 
And when we feel Sin, to ſee him, and the Turtle-Dove in his 
Hand, to offer, and a Lamb, the Firitling of the Flock 1 
his Hand, and the Scape-Goat under his Hand, the golden 
Cenſer in his Hand, full of Incenſe ; and all theſe are Him 
ſell offered up for us: And to ſee our Names engraven ny ; 
2 | 0 


will be made ſubject to him; yea, and the Accuſer of his Bre- 


Er 
Breaſt- plate, and our Sins born upon his Shoulders; and: fe 
us his ary is, 1 10 * r 34 
thly, I have appointed my King over wy holy. Hill of Zion ; 
Ml Power in Heaven and Earth is given unto him. Since all 
Things were made by him, and for him, furely all Things 


_ 


. IF thren too; for he ſhall ſhortly tread him under His Feet, that 


crooked Serpent, that has poiſon'd Thouſands of Souls, and 
tempted every one of his Brethren, leſs or more. Every. King 
is inveſted with Regal Power, and O the Power of our King! 
What but infinite Power could inlighten, and deliver the na- 
tural Man, fo ſtrongly chain'd with Darknefs, and fetter d 
with Satan's Goals and Fetters? What could change and re- 
new the ſtubborn Will, and turn baek the Stream of corrupt 
Affections, that, like a River, in a ſtrong Stream, runs to- 
ward the Ocean of Self, from God, but the Power of our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, by his quickning, transforming Spirit ? 
What could diſappoint the Combinations of the ungodly 
World, in all Times and Periods of his Church, but our 
King's Power, who holdeth his own and his Church's Ene- 
mies in Deriſion? What could ſtop the Induſtry, and diſap- 
point the great Hopes and Activity of the Millions of infernal 
Furies, the black Armies and Regiments of Hell, but the great 
Power of our King? How could the Godly arrive to the 
new Fern ſalem, through manifold Temptations and Oppoſt- 
tions of Enemies, many Falls, Wounds, and broken Bones, 
becauſe of Sin, many fainting Fits and Swoons, many dark 
Nights and cold Blatts, and ſcorching Heats, but the great 
Power of their King, who keepeth them through Faith uuts 
Salvation? For my Part, if his infinite Power had not been 
xerced, in preventing my fatal Ruin, one Sin, one Diſeaſe, 
dne Temptation, yea, one ſinful Motion, would ſo overcome 
nd ruine me, that I would be loſt for ever. 

O, how weak is Reaſon, and even the Law in the Cons - 


iende, againſt the powerful Motions of din and Temptations | 
r theſe have their reigning Power, ſince the Fall, and eapti- 


ate the Judginent and Reaſon, which ſeems to be ſome Part 
tho' totally corrupted, and very weak) againſt theſe finful _ 


lions, aiming to carry all to the Obedience of them- 


ves, hurrying all down in the ſtrong Stream and Torrent of 


Sits 


/ 
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Sinner, under the reigning Power of the Body of Sin and 
Death, viz. the Conſeience, its Mouth is ſtopped, its Eyes are 
blinded, its Force is ſtifled and weakned ; like one Male- 
content in a Kingdom, he can do little, can perſwade little; 
Tho! he ſpeaks the Truth, That the Uſurper that is upon the 
Throne, will inflave them for ever, by his arbitrary tyrannical 
Government, and will deprive them of their Rights and Pri- 
veleges ; yet the reſt will perſwade him of the Contrary, and 
| will miſinform him of the true State of Affairs, and hood- 
| wink him when they do an ill Turn, in Deſpight of their 
| Sovereign, and ſometimes beat him, that he will weary to 
ſpeak to them, and ſo ceaſe, 'O ! but when he that is ſtronger 
than they, and their Captain, cometh, he will. ſoon overturn 
the Throne, and {ſpoil the Palace, and expel the Uſurper, and 
wear the Crown himſelf ; his kingly Word 1s a Word of 
Command indeed, O! to feel his great Power daily, in 
ſubduing our Luſts and Corruptions, in ſtriving againſt 
Temptations, and beating our Arch-Enemy in his own 
Trenches, and wringing the Weapons out of his Hand, where- 
with he would kill us : And tho' he be a Principality and a 
Power, and the Chief of the black Band of them, yet, that 
we might be more than Conquerors, through him that loved 
us, who is the. Head of Principalities and Powers, and hath 
ſpoiled them, tis 8 heartſom to ſee but how Chriſt by his 
Life-bringing Death flew them, and rebbed and beat them, 
and broke their Heads to the Boot ; according to the old Pillar 
of the ancient Believers Faith, The Seed of the Woman ſhall break 
the Head of the Serpent: And now, ſince they are ſo affronted, 
robbed and diſappointed, they are full of a ſerpentine Malice 
and Envy, and are as buſy as ever, in diſturbing the Peace of 
His People, and thorning their Way, and laying Snares in it, 
betwixe Hope and Diſpair of Succeſs, and bruiſing Chriſt's 
He gon. his Members, tho their Malice be moſily againlt | 

imſelf. CRY? '# 
O bleſſed King of Ifrael! Let the Nations rejoice in their 
Kings, we will rejoice in our King, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I 
am ſtraitned, I think, to break off this ſweet Subject, Chriſt | 
and his fruitful Relations te Sinners: Little can I ſay of him; 


no not the Angels, who axe clearly enlightned Spirits, and old 0 
Speculators, and Maſters of Oratory and heavenly Sciences; far 


leſs me, who am of little or no Knoyledge, rather brutiſh, no 
5 Ways 


3 3 2 
ways attaining to the Underſtanding of 4 Man, er to the Nuo 
ledge of the Hel But this'I canſay, That my Soul is inlarged 
with the ſmall and partial Views I get of him; and he takes 
away my Heart with him, when he does but loot through the 
Windows, and ſhew himſelf through the Latteſſes; his tranſient, 
partial, Looks, Smiles and Viſits, make my Soul preſently like 
the Chariots of Amwinadaeb, and could fimmon all the Daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem to praiſe my Beloved, and compare him deli- 
berately with all other Beloveds, and fee if there be any like 
him among them all. But indeed I muſt ſay, That I never 
get a ſweet Diſh without bitter Sauce, and few Sun-ſhines 
without a Cloud, either of Convictions and Fear, or of Diſ- 
eouragement,of Troubles and Crofkes,and yet he deals well with 
me: So Variations and Viciſfitudes is my Allowance, Now we 
have Reaſon to rejoice, and always to rejoice,in this our Friend, 
Advocate and Bridgroom, Elder-Brother, Prophet, Prieſt and 
King; and many other ſweer Relations might be mentioned, 
if Conveniency could allow. I ſay, How ought we to rejoice 
in him, even when moleſted with Fears, that ſome Way or 
other, we will fall in the Hands ct our Luſts, and likewiſe 
when in ſuch a Time as this is, the Hearts of his People fail, 
when they ſee the Life of Religion under an univerfal Decay, 
and likewiſe the very outward Form and Government in Ha- 
zard of being corrupted or aboliſhed : Becauſe, 1. We are not 
under the Law, but under Grace ; therefore Sin ſhall not have 
Dominion over ws, And in reſpect to the 2d, The Hills be 
caſt into the Midſt of the Sea, and Waters make 4 N and be 
troubled, &c, yet there is a River that makes glad the City of 
God ; and he will keep them at wg Peace whoſe Minds are 
ftay'd upon him, becauſe they truſt in him. And now, that the 
Lord would keep your Soul in Life, and your Bones full of 
Sap, flouriſhing and fat in old Age, when others fade and 
decay, and water you every Moment, or at leaſt often, with 
the Conſolations of the Spirit, and make you always ready to 
ſay with Simeon, Now let thy Servant depart in Peace, for mine 
Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation, is, and ought to be always the 
RRR 1 6 | 
Your dear Son, 
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guſt lalt, labouring under heavy and ſore Pangs of Conviction: 


N "I „ * 
Kl. ö 0 4 » | | e% oF 

LE Is 8 
Dear Brother, . | 


Ours I received of the Date of the 4th of Dectmber 1716; 
whereby T underſtand that you are, ſince the 6th of A- 
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—— This is a very deſirable Exerciſe, and truly rare in this 


Day. wherein the Generality of the World dies in Wickednefs, 
1 Jo. 5. 19. They lie, ſleep, and take full Eaſe in Wicked- 
nels: And ye know, that this is the firſt Step of the Spirit's 


Work, in our Eficctual Calling, to convince the World of Sin, 


J. 16. 8. O that the God of Grace and free Merey, would 
make his Arrows {tick fait in your Soul, and wound you to 
the quick that the foul Blood of the moſt latent and hidden 


Sin in your hidden Parts, may be drawn ont td the open View 


of the inlightned Underſtanding, ye would find the unſpeak- 
able Benefit of this aficrwards ; for by his Grace this Travel- 


ling in Pain would not be abortive of that good Step of ſin- 
cere Heart-breakinę and Heart- ſoftning Mourning and Sorrow- 
ing for Sin, and Hatred of Sin, and would make the Work 


of Humiliation more eaſy afterwards. I am really perſwaded, 


that much of the Work of Contrition, Compun<tion and 
Humiliation, depends npon a found and deep Conviction of 
the infinite Evil of the leaſt actual Sin; and eſpecially of the 
black and helliſh Nature of original Sin, in the impu- 


ted Guilt of Adam's firlt Sin, and the thence drawn inhe- 
rent Corruption of our whole Natures, Rom. 5. 12. And 
would to God that there were more found and deep Convi- 


ction of Sin among many I obſerve now a Days, wha loup to 


the Goſpel Promiſes without a broken-enough Heart and 


wounded Spirit, to apply the ſame unto. 


* 


+. Dear Brother, be nor weary of Law-convictions, which flow 
from a Beam of ſaving Light, that penetrates through the thick | 
Scales of natural Iznoxance, and Blindneſs of the Mind and 


fetches its Light from thę Law, diſcovering the Halineſs, E- 8p 


quity and Irreverſiblenels of that pure Standard, until it 
make all the World become guilty before God: And then re: . 
4 $4 5. 8 ? T7 , a 3 hug I babes oy * . . A turus | 
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turns, and takes a full View of the State of the Soul; and then 
1 how ugly tis ſeen! Behold, I am vile, ſays Job, when this Light 
enters his Soul, 155 xl. 4. Ezra ix. 6. and the man fees 
| himſelf thereby like the wretched Infant in the xvi. of Ezek, 
And I muſt fay likwiſe, and it has been heavy very often, 
| that ſlight and Skin-deep' Convictions, afterwards wearing 
away, by ſlight and looſe Grips of the Promiſes, and theſe ſu- 
10. N Notions of the Goſpel, touching the Affections a little, 
and no further, is a monſtrous Baſtard in Regeneration; and 
on. there are no ſuch Deſpiſers and Prophaners of the noble Blood 
his of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as they are. The Promiſes of the Goſ- 
eſs, pel Covenant becoming eommon to them, they are acoordingly 
ed- received with a common Spirit, and applied with Spirit of 
rit's Wantonneſs; and what followeth, Je ſurun waxeth fat and kick- 
Sin, N eth; a Liberty is {ecretly proclaimed to ſome Idol or other; and, 
uld as worthy Shepherd ſays, the Goſpel is made uſe of as a Cloak 
u to to Sin, and to skin over the Wound, and not to heal the ſame 
den © from the filthy Traſh of Sin. And, Dear Brother, ſince the Soul 
at firſt, in the Work of ſound Conviction, is only paſſive, O 
eak- pray, pray tenderly and fervently, that the Lord would con- 
ve I vince you to Purpoſe, and that he would carry on the Work 
ſin- ol it upon your Soul. . | a 
rOW- Again, ye compare your State to Iſrael in Geſhen, yet under 
Vork the Bondage of Pharaoh, craving and exacting a full Task off 
ded, Drudgery and Slavery of them. It is fo indeed, and it has been 
6 fo with me, if I dare ſay that it is not ſo- yet; for tho you 
n of and I have been kept from rhe actual Commiſſion of the groſs 
f the Wicked neſs and Pollutions of che World, by virtue of a good 
npu- Education and a natural Conſcience, yet I was made'to ſee no 
inhe- Difference berwixt me and the black Egyptians for all that. 
For, it Conviction be ſound, it inſiſts matt upon the Sin of Na- 


ture, and the Depravity of all the Faculties of the Soul, Pſal. li. 
up 1 5. yea, and diſcovers as much Abomination in the ſinful Moti- 
an 


ons of the Heart againft the Law of God, and in the Conceptions 
of Sin in the Mind and Affections, as if actually committed; for 


flow che Soul now deals with God (and not wich Man, who can diſ- 
thick ¶ cern only by outward Appearances) who ſearches the Heart, and 
| and tries the Reins, and finds the Hear: & Nature deceitful and deſpe- 
is, E- eth wicked, Jer. xvii. 9,10. Thegood Education, they ſpeak be 


til it ¶Pocs bur a Step further than the Pagan Light of Nature, 'and _ 
en re, ¶ makes the Man little better than they, as to the Matter of Sal- 
turns BY PR 5 Lation, 


EN 
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vation, until God, who commands the Light is ſhine ont of Dark- 


the Glory of God in the Face of jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor, iv. 6. For 
4 has covered the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs the People, 
and will, iu Time and Eternity, if the Ld Jetus do not open the 
Eyes of the Blind, and make them to ſee out of Obſcurity, And 
what Difference is there betwixt the, natural Man, and the 
Egyptians ? He is bound up in thick ſpiritual Darknels, as they 
were by the Darkneſs of that immediate Plague. Ir is ſaid 
{ of chem that were under that Plague, That none of them 
+ . ap out of his Place, during the Plague; for it was a thick 
felt Darkneſs, by which they were tyed up and chained from 
all kind of Motion or Action, Exod. x. 21, 22, 23. Which ve- 
ry well decyphers our natural Ignorance and Darkneſs, In 
ſhort, we are all Egyptians by Nature, under all the Plagues and 
Slavery of Sin, which is worſe than the Egyptians Slavery; for 
Pharaoh's Heart is not only hardned againſt us, but he hardens 
our own Hearts againſt our ſelves, to continue in Egypt, and 
ly under all. Tis juſt fo with us all by Nature; ſo that we 
cannot place any Difference berwixt our ſelves, and the moſt 
+ Profligate in the World, nor will not, when ſoundly convin- 
ced : The Lord ſays to Lſrael, Amos ix. 7. Are ye not as theChil- 
dren of the Ethiopian ante me, O Children of Iſrael, ſaith the Lord ? 
Ven, the convinced Soul raxes out his own Wiekedneſs and Sin 
longer and breader than any other Body's whatſomever, in his 
Apprehenſion; godly Paul calls himſelf the cheif of Sinners, as 
if there were no Manaſſes before his Days, or a Peter Contem- 
Forary'with him, # F 2 a | 
The Spirit of the Lord, in true Conviction, lays Sin, and all 
the ſad Aggravations thereof, from Time, Place, Perſon, Mea- 
{ure and Warning, in Order before the Soul; ſo that it is made 
a heavy Burden to it; they can never be born by it, and fo 
prepareth for Chriſt, by making 1t weary and heavy laden bee 
fore it get Relt. RE | 1 1 
And now, having adviſed you, dear Brother, to entertain 
Convictions, until the Lord have wrought his Work of it 


throughly in your Soul; and 2dly, To put no Difference be- 
tween your ſelf and the reſt of the blind World, in this 
Work of Conviction, notwithſtanding of good Morality and 


Education; ſince that we are, by Nature, Aliens to the Com- 
mon Wealth of 1/r4c!, and Strangers to the Covenant of * 
: k * 5 Swe . ab m iſe, 


%, 


ne ſe, ſhine into the Heart, to give the Light of the Knowledge of 


; * 


a . 
miſe, without God, and well- grounded Hope in the World. 
Eph. 2. 12. I would next ſhew you, Dear Brother, That tis 
your great Call, to flee from the Wrath to come. Matth. iii. 
7. and with David to flee to the Lord himſelf, to hide you 
Pſal. exliii. 9. and ſince the Law can make nothing Perfect, 
being the Miniftration of Death, the bringing in of a better Hope, 
will, and can; in the which Hope we are to draw nigh to 
God, to the very Hand that ſmites us by his juſt and holy 
Law, Heb. vii. 19. And ſince we are all left by this Law, 
Hopeleſs and Helpleſs, O flee to the Lord Jeſus by Faith, who 
is the Refuge of every poor Law-condemned Soul, and the 
only, only Hope that is ſet before us, Heb, vi. 18. and he will 
certainly beget you to a lively Hope in and by himſfelf, and 
thereby will give you Acceſs to that Grace wherein all the 
Elect and redeemed Ones of God ſtand, Rom. v. 2. and will 
make your Soul rejoyce indeed, with exceeding Joy, when 
u have found this Treaſure that is hid in the Field of the 
Joſpel, Mat. xiii. 44. And never till then, will ye ſell all 
your former ill grounded Hopes, and all your Performances, 
and renounce all Righteouſneſs by Aims and Endeavours f 
Obedience to the Lav ; ye will then quit all, and enter by ß 
Faith unto the Never - failing ſweet Treaſure, Chriſt, wha MY 
_ End of the Law, for Righteouſneſs, ts every one that believeth, 
om. x. | FOES Y | 
And — are to take this along with us, That we will ne⸗ 
ver be accepted of, without a Sacrifice in our Hand: So we 
are to bring the Ram caught in the Thickets of our Iniqui- 
| ties, and Thorns of our Tranſgreſſions (Gen. xx11. 13.) before 
1 all the Father, who has been hitherto terrible, and by Faith offer 
Mea- him up to his Juſtice : And this Faith, of the Operatien of 
nade | God, will prove the Bunch of Hyſſop, that taketh up the 
1 fo | Blood of the Lamb, and ſprinkleth the fame upon the Soul, 
Exod. xii. 22. yea, and upon the Book of the Law; that, 
when we look upon the ſame, we may fee it fulfilled, b) 
Chriſt's fulfilling all Righteouſneſs, even to the Baptiſm ef his? 


tal 

f > Blood; and that, whenever we look to the ſame, we may ſee 

be- it taken out of the Way, as a Condition and Covenant of 
this Life, and the ſevere Sanction thereof taken away by his Subs 
and ferings, baving nailed the Hand- writing of Ordinances, that was 
Oml- | 8 us, to bis bleſſed Croſs, Col. 11. 14.— So the bitter 
pro- Cuſe of the Law, and the Authority of it, as a condemning - 1 


—_ 
. 
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Miniſter, and killing Tormenter, being taken aw 


wig; naceſſe 
rily the Bunch of Hyſſop, that ſprinkled the Book of the Law 
with the Blood of the forementioned Ram, ſprinkles alſo the 
Conſoience, waſhing it with the ſame Blood. For ay the Cons 


ſeience is the Mouth of the Law to the Soul, and crieth- out | 


very audibly, and as the Lion-herauld in the Convinced, that WW: 


diſcerneth by the Law the Soul to be Sulu, and fo proclaims i; 


eth him ſuch in his Sovereign's Name, an 
pion: Now, the Conſcience by Faith being ſprinkled, tis 
healed, and made to ſerve the living God, Heb. ix. 14. and 
offciates now as a Friend, tho” formerly as an Enemy, For- 
merly the condemning, guilty Conſcience repreſented God ag 


an Enemy; now, it being reconciled to God, and to the Soul, 


it repreſents God as a Friend. Now, this Sacrifice being ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, for without ſhedding of Blood there is nd Re- 
miſſim, ſince the ſhedding of Blood is one of the great Eſſen- 
tials of a Sacrifice, this is pleaſantly and clearly typified in A. 
bra ham's offering up of the Ram. 
Wherein we may obſerve, Firſt, That as God ſeeks Iſaass 
Life, ſo by his Juſtice he ſeeks ours, becauſe Sinners. By the 
Tenor of the Covenant of Works, it craves our being ſaerifi- 
ecd. jirdicially to the fame ; In the Day t bon eateſt, thow ſhalt 
* ſweely die, Gen. 2. 17. This the exerciſed Soul, that God de- 
ſigns to bring to Chriſt, is convinced of. Secondly, Abraham 
has nothing to ſay againſt God, he 'acknowledges God as So- 
vereign, and that none can withſtand him; ſo the Lord makes 
the exerciſed Soul be ſilent before him, in the Work of Humi- 
liation, and to juſtify him, tho“ he had executed the Rigour of. 
his Law again{ him. I doubt not but Abraham had ſome Hopes 
and Expectations, and believing Perſwaſions that God would 


act cxtraordinarly in this Caſe, one Way or other; ſo the 


humbled Sopll reſerves always ſomething in his Mind; when 


the Lord brings him fo low, and will be ready to plead, Oh! hs 
vill the Lord caſt off for ever > Will he not be gracious? Will 


he caſt me a poor Worm into the Pit? Yea, and will fill his 
Mouth with Arguments, ſuch as this, Is there any praiſing 
thee in the Grave? any eelebrating of thy Name in Death? 


Is there any hoping for thy Truth by thoſe that go down in- 
to the Pit? Ne, no: What Profit is there in my Blood? Iſa. 


Ringeth like a Seor- . 


38. 18. Tis the Living, the Living that ſhall praiſe thee, &c. i 


This Humiliation tho it Ropperh' the Mouth from kerung D 


- 


— 


" | 


e 
and replying, yet not from Prayer; nor doth it cloſe the 
Eye from We and waiting for the Salvation of the Lord, 
like old Simeon till he get an Armtul of Chriſt. Thirdly, We 
may obſerve that Iſaac is never freed, and the Ram offered, un- 
eil Abrabam 's Eye is opened and made to ſee the Ram. It is 

bſerved, That the Lord opened the Eyes of Abrabam, and he 
a the Ram behind him, caught in the Thickets ; ſo the ex- 


erciſed Soul may ly long in the Dark, and be like Tjaac bound 


tis Wup, and tied hard, that he ſee nothing but Death, if Matters 
and WW be not otherwiſe than appears to him; yea, the Soul feels 
For- Chains of Unbelief, accompanied with much Ignorance, if 
d as ot total Ignorance of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and fetter d 


ith ſtrong Cords of Unability to believe, and to act ſpiritu- 
ally, as your ſelf writes, far leſs to looſe himſelf and eſeape 
Death, when his Father, who is ſtronger than himſelf, binds 
im; yet hereafter the Lord is pleaſed to come with a power- 
ful Beam of ſaving Light, and penetrate through the thick 
Scales of our natural Darkneſs and Ignorance, and by taking 


[ them off, Remove the Face of the covering, caſt ever all People, 

y the and the Vail that is ſpread over all Nations; and to diſcover ever- 

xerift> Nlorious Chriſt, in his glorious Excellencies; this is a dittin&t Act 
alt f the Spirit, in Illumination; another Act of Illumination, being 


revious to it in Conviction. Fburt hh, We may obſerve, That the 
raham Wilt Sight that Abraham gets of the Ram, is in the Thickets by the 
1s. So- Horns, a ſicker Grip indeed! the eaſier to be apprehended 
makes y him: So this may ſbew us, That Chriſt as a Saviour from 
Jum!- he Multitude of theſe Iniquities, which have wounded, and 
our of roken, and condemned us hitherto ; and all of them laid 
Hopes pon his Head, and fo offered up a great, living, acceptable, 
would Iternal Sacrifice, is the View of him that eaſes the Conſcience 
ſo the nd gives the Soul Liberty, when it ſees him made Sin for us, 
when Who knew no Sin, and appointed, and given of the Father to 
„Oh! Bs, 10 bear our Griefs, and carry our Sorrows, to be Jenitren of 
Will g, and affified ; to be wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and brut=. 
fill his 4 for our Iniquities, that the Chaitiſement of aur Peace might | 
railing We «pon him, and that by his Stripes we might be healed, Ila. 53. 
Death? Wl 5. O this is enlarging indeed ! It is Light out of Darke 
n s, Life from the Dead, Strength out of, Weakneſs, Riches. 
? Ia. Foverty, Clothing in Nakedneſs, Food to the Hungry, O 
ee, & e. bleſſed Fruits of this View of Chriſt, as Prieſt and Sacri- 
ering] SES HIDE nhl LG Goo + of 
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fice! Fifthly, Abraham ſecing this, he immedietely offers up 


the Ram, and ſets Iſaae looſe, and gives him Liberty ; ſo the 


exerciſed Soul getting this View of Chriſt ; and being per- 
ſuaded by the Spirit of God with Power, and inſtructed with 
a ſtrong Hand, preſently offers up his Sacrifice, cloſes with 3 


Chriſt, and believes in him, by receiving him, and opening 


the Heart to him, embracing, and ſetting him by Faith in his 
own Room before the Father; and yet himſelf Reps in at his 
Hack before the Father, and ſays, Now Lord, I have found a 
Ranſom, or rather thou haſt ſaid, Deliver him, for I have | 


found a Ranſom: And now, I take bim for my Ranſom, 
my High Prieſt, who hath cleanſed me from my Leproſie; my 
King, who hath delivered me from many Things; my Pro- 
- Ppher, who teaches me Wiſdom : I have many good Things 
to tell of him; and thou haſt declared that my Surety is thy 
beloved Son, in whom thou art well pleaſed ; and I declare 
that he is my Beloved alſo, in whom Iam well pleaſed ; it is 
in him, and by him I deſire to ſtand in the Court of 8 Pre- 
ſence through all Eternity; I. i ſe indeed ! (ſays the Father, 
ſo to ſpeak) then 1 abſolve you from the Sentence of Death, that 
bowed down your Soul, and made you cleave to the Duſt, and 
from the Curſe of the Law, that made you have many a perplexed 
Thought, hom to be freed from it; I pronounce you Righteous, 4s 
my Son is Righteous, aud an Heir of Heaven, as he is the Heir of 


all Things, This is the Father's Act of juſtification, in a brief 


Narrative of it. O! this is a great Matter, and very real, and 
the Way that every /ſaac and Child of the Promiſe is looſed; 
and ſo freed from the deſtroying Sword. Sixtbly, Behides, other 
Things might be obſerved. from the Ram's being caught in the 
Thickets, viz. a great Number of Tranſgreſſions and Sins the 
Soul fees ſurrounding him: David ſays, Innumerable Evils 
bave compaſſed me about ; mine Iniquities or taken Hold upon 


we, fo that 1 am not able te look up; they are more than Hairs u- © 
pon my Head; So that my Heart failleth me,Plal, 40. 12. A Soul 


ſo caught in the Thickets of his Sins, cannot but attain to Joy 
- unſpeakable, when he finds the Ram, Chriſt, caught in theſe 
Thickets, and his Soul ſet at Liberty, and the Year of his Ju- 
bilee come to his Hand: The acceptable Year of the Lord is an 


acceptable Year to the Soul indeed. And Seventhh, It is ob- 
ſervable, That every Belicyer in Chriſt will then be ready to 
1 e Put 


SN 


put che Knife to the Throat of every beloved Idol, when the 
Command of the Spirit of God comes to his Door; and like 
Abraham, will regard mote the Command of God than alt 
ich the pleaſant ſaac's he has, when called to part with them; 
ih which is a good Mark of trie Faith, which only can produce 
| ſuch an Effect. Again, Laſth, It may be eſpecially remarked 

That after the Ram is offered, and Iſaac ſet at Liberty, ank 
Abraham has a Remark upon the Place of this great Mani- 
eſtation of, and Communication with God, pulling it JE - 
SH OV AH-JIREH, which is to be ſeen in the Mount of 
the Lord, viz. in the Church of God, in the New Teftament 
Diſpenſation more clearly. Then the Lord eonfirms the Cove- 
nant, and {elemnly ſwears by Himſelf, That becauſe he had 
done this, and withheld not his only Son from Him, that in 
Bleſſing He would bleſs him, and in Multiplying He would 
multiply him: So the Believer in Chrilt, after he is in Him 
by Faith, and ſo united to him, the Lord is ſo well pleaſed 
with the Soul's Believing, whereby it fulfills the only Condi- 
tion of Admiſſion to the Benefits and Privileges of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and as the greateſt Act of its Obedience, where- 
by, in a Manner, he ſacrifices his own Righteouſneſs, and 
renounces the fame for ever, tho' formerly a dear Darling 
in his Boſom. I ſay, the Lord is ſo well pleaſed, that by Two + 
inmmtable I hings, wherein it was impoſſible for God to lie, he 
gives frong Cinſolation to the Soul, Heb, 6. 18. and will daily 
Bleſſmg bleſs him, and Multiplying multiply his Graces, and give 
him good Progreſs in Sanctification. 

Theſe Things offering themſelves to my Obſervation, from 
that Paſſage, and its relative Circumſtances, have been inlight- 
ning, in ſome Meaſire, and ſatistying, afford ing ſome Goſpel- 
View of the Way of Salvation; I thought fit to eommunt- 
. cate the ſame to you, if it might have the ſame Effect upon 
% you alſo, I thought to have written on ſome other Head ar 


cave that ye run into my old Error and Miſtake, tho inſen- 
theſe i 1ibly, as to our Obſervation, vis. That ye expect ſomething of 
s Ju- che Work of Sanctification in you, and Progreſs therein, be- 
is an fore Juſtification; ye know, that there muſt firft be a cutting 
$'0b- out of the old Stump and Root of Nature, before we be in- 
y' to Srafted in the Vine, Chriſt; and likewiſe there muſt be an 
put | 8 2 4 In- 


\ 


dome Length, but will only hint at it, which is, That I per- 


Wie too. 


Ingraſting there, before we can bring forth Fruit into God) 
and bleſſeth his Father that it is revealed to Babes, his ow 


* fifieth the Ungodly. Nota, The Ungodly, that is burden'd with 4 


W Ko 


There is an hidden Myſtery here, for which Chriſt rejoiceth, 
Children, and hidden from the werldly Wiſe, and the legally | 


We would be ſanctified firſt, that we may be juſtified next; 
and we are not inclined to ſeek Juſtification freely by Faith, . 
that ſo we may be ſanctified, which is God's only Way of it: 
For it is to bim that worketh not, but believeth on Him that ju> 


the Senſe of natural and actual Ungodlineſs, tis to him that 


Faith is imputed for Righteouſneſs, Rom. 4. 5 Pardon this 

confuſed Line, being only the firſt Draught, having no Time 

3 correct the-ſame : And ſo recommending you to His Grace, 
am, 3 | 

Dur loving and dear Brother, 

Harvieſtoun, July 2: 


1711. J. MONRO, 
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LETTER XI. 
Honoured Madam, | 


I Long to renew our Correſpondence, ſince I have experien- 
ced my Proficing, by what of it I have had the Happineſs 

to enjoy with your Ladiſhip. I am always jealous of my ſelf, 
that I have offended your Ladiſhip when I was laſt at Arzi- 
Leun, in not entertaining Converſe with your Ladiſhip, before 
the Company then preſent. I hope your Ladiſhip will for- 
give what of Ill breeding or Uncivility was in it, ſince I am 
eonſcious to my ſelf of many more, or greater Faults, more 
immediately againſt God, the gracious and kind God, the 

| ras Fountain, as of Life, ſo of all other Privileges and 

ereies. 


I muſt ſay to his Praiſe, that now and then I enjoy Heart- 
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melcine, and Heart-ſoftning Convictions, which ifluing forth 
to full, and free unhampered Confeſſions, and Acknow- 
ledgments of Sin, before our gracious Lord and Father, 0 
NED 313 2 MNDLLL = Ae 
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the very firſt Step of my Revivings, and Enlargements from 
the 1 Strokes * the Law, and the rain and 
pinching Bondage thereof, The ſeeond Step is, When I find 
the Lord applying the Mediator's Medicines to the wounded 
Part, ſweetly molified by Evangelical Sorrow in Conviction, 
and the foreſaid Acknowledgments. - I am often made to 
and aſtoniſhed at Chriſt's Love, yea the Father's Love through 
t: his Chritt, that paſſes over ſo many Failings in bis People, 
end makes this as a great Part of his daily Work, to cover 
AF their Spots with the beautiful Garments of his own Righteouſ- 
neſs, and to blot out Black Items with his own Blood as faſt 
as they add them, ſtanding ready, always ready in his Prieftly 
holy Robes, never laying them aſide as long as there is one 
Leper, or unclean Perſon in Iſrael to imploy tum, to make 
Attonement for them, and that freely, cheerfully, meekly, 
never farting, or ſtanding aſide at the Vileneſs of the Sin- 
ner, or Leper, Bleſſed be he who hath obtained a more ex- 
3 cellent Miniſtry than doſes or Aaron; fince he is the Medi- 
ator of a better Covenant, eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes, I can- 
not but inwardly Rejoice, at the Freenets, Fulneſs, and Con- 
ſtancy of free Grace; in him is plenteous Redemption indeed! 
and he ſhall ſave Iſrael from all bis Iniquities. There is a bleſſed 
Day coming, wherein all the redeemed of the Lord will lift up 
their Heads, and (hour with a Marriace-thour, a Victory-ſhour, 
a compleat Redemprion-thout, much longed for, prayed for, 
rien- W waited for, and that at the Sound of the laſt Trumpet, and re- 
inels W nouned Chriſt's ſecond Coming. He himlelf bids his diſtreſſęd 
felt, W Diſciples, when they ſee the Signs of the Son of Man's coming 
Arni- in the Clouds, then to lift ap their Heads becauſe the Day of their 
Redemption draweth nigh : O for the Wines of Faith! to ſoar 
high like the Eagle, (which in it's high Flights ſeech very far 
lam Toff) and comfort our Hearts, as with a ſafe and ſeaſonable 
my On, againſt all Faintings in the Way of God and Godli- 
„ dhe nels, | | | ny, 
and I obſerve, the Generality of the Members of the viſible 
- Church ſatisfy themſelves with Church Privileges, and tran- 
tient Warmings of Aﬀections at the iweer and naturally lovely 
forth W Goſpel Sound; but few, few win to the comfortable, reviving 


now- Views Faith gets, as upon the Top of Piſgab, of Chriſt's ſ -- 


cond Coming, as their Husband, Lord, elder Brother, and rhe 
band, '1 Ot ER ref 
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| fecking 


I have forced my ſelf to write this Serible to you, 


caſion ot your real Friend, my Lady Borthwick, her 2 7 


T6 46 ): 


reſt of their ſweet Relations to him » and that to receive and 


gather in his Members unto himſelf, to the Bed of etetnal Refi 


and Solace in the Boſom of his Love, as GOD-MAN, as Fa- 
cob, at the End of his Days, plucked up his Feet into the Bed. 
I only add, That we ought 


* 
* 7 


to mind one another in Prayer, 
king for one another, and all Chriſt's Flock, much of the 
Spirit of Holineſs, and Deliverance from the ſtrong Power of 


the Old Aan, and Body of Sin and Death, which foreed piti- 


did wring, ſhake, and wreſt the choiceſt and fruitfulleſt 
Branches in that pleaſant Vine, the Lord brought out of Egypt 
his great Power, Sword, and ſtretched out Arm. — Before 
nverſion, the Cry is readily, O for an Intereſt in Chriſt ! 
O for Redemption from Hell and Wrath! After Converſion, 
the Cry is always, in the yet exerciſed Soul, O for Sanctifica- 
tien! O for Deliverance from a Body of Sin and Death! This 
is indeed natural to the new Creature. 

Hoping your Lad iſhip will mind poor and needy me, and 
give me a * in your Petitions, when you mind the Lord's 
People before himſelf, I recommend your Ladiſhip to his rich 
Grace, whereby he can infeoft your Ladiſhip mn your Rights to 
the promiſed Inheritance of the Saints in Light, and the Land 
that is beyond Jordan, where the heavenly Feruſalem is the 
Place of the Church triumphant's Reſt, who were once militant 
in this Wilderneſs, as your Ladiſhip and I are called to be; 


and am | | 
Your Ladiſhip's much obliged, 
; very kumbls Servant, 
Har vie ſtoun, Now, 23s ö * M O N R O. 
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LETTER XII 


Harv, Febr. 1712. 
upon Oc- 


Reverend Sir, | 


munieating your Caſe to me in a private Way 3 Whercin 


{aw 


— = 


ful Cries from the talleſt Cedars in the Church of God, and 


ö 
ſaw. my ſelf obliged, by a more than ordinary Impreſſion on 
my — 5 to ſympathize with you; and ſo having taken a 
View of the Caſe, the Lord is pleaſed to, ate. you in for pre- 
ent, I was, I thought, ſweetly enlarged. upon your Abeo 
Wand obtained a Confidence, that your gracieus, God will 
bring your deep Plunges, fore Deſertions, and fiery Tentations 
r of Jo a deſiirable Iſſue, in advancing his Glory, and the Good 
nd Ectabliſhment of ſome or other of his People, ere all be 
one. | | Ar. ie 
And I think, that your Troubles aud Temptations are, ful- 
ly conſiſtent with everlaſtiug Love; and altho' your melan- 
choly Caſe for preſent, loek as if extraordinary, with reſpe& | 
to the Meaſure of Darkneſs and Deſertion therein; yet; Dear 
Sir, you have good Ground of Comfort, upon the following 
Conſiderations. IR Sant 
1, Conſideration, Tho* your Valley be very Dark, and as 
it were an Expanſion of the lowring Shadow of Death over 
it; yet look before you, and ſee the bleſſed Company you have 
with you therein, viz, Our blefled Lord Jefus Chriſt, wor- 
thy and wile Heman, David, of whom the Divine Record is, 
that he was a Man according to God's own Heart; whole Steps 
of Faith and Love are like the Flight of an Eagle in the Air, 
which we are not able to trace, as. Fohn Owen D. D. lays of 
itant W him ; and likewife the Church, in the Book of Lamentations, 
be; © wherein were ſome Godly, who yet were Sharers of the com- 
mon Calamity. _ | | | 
Fir Inſtance is car Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Look to what 
Height Satanical Temptations arrived towards him, and how 
far ſhort your Temptations come of the tame ; 1½, in Re- 
ſpect to tlie Object tempted. 2dly, The Qualities of theſe di- 
ferent Objects. 3dly, The Matter tempted to. (1.) The Ob- 
. jects tempted, the one being the Lord of Glory, the. bleſſed 
Immanuel, the King of Saints and Angels, the beſt of Subjects, 
the Alpha and Omega, the Amen of the Covenant of Life, 
the Root of David, and yet the BRANCH of Jeſſe, the 
Fair and Undefiled, the only One of his Father, the White 
and Ruddy ; in ſhort, the Flower of Heaven, the Jachin and 
Boaz, of the Church: Who can tell his Name? The other 
but the Servant; the One the eternal Son of God; the other a 
on of the fir f# Adam, tho by thebleſ#d ſecond Adam, received 


RO. 
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to the Adeption of Children. (2.) The Qualities of theſe 
different Objects! 13 The one mighty in Strength, by Reaſon 
of the ſingular Prerogative of the elder Brother above all the 
reſt of the Brethren, viz. The immediate Union of the divine | 
Nature to his Humanity, when the other are bur mediately u- 
nited, and Sovereignty exerciſed in the beſtowing of theſe In- 7 : 
fluences, by which they get Strength, 24/y, The one Sinleſs BY 
and Spotleis; the other not perfectly freed from the Spors of - 
Children, 3dly, The One wanting the leaſt Seed of Corruption 
to work upon; Nothing in him Satan could challenge as his 
enn; but tis not fo with the other, no not in the higheſt De- 
gree of Sanctification. (3.) The dubject Matter tempted to, 
is in ſhort, the horrideſt and vileſt imaginable Atheiſm, Ido- 
larry, Self-murder, G c. But, bleſſed be he, who allows not the WI v* 
Enemy to run in ſo far upon you; for he well conſiders the 
vaſt Diſſerenee in Strength and Skill to manage the Weapons of pl; 
the fpiritual Warfare. But only I obſerve this, which may be e 
to your Comfort, That the larger the Allowance of the Spirit, W ®* 
and of gracious Manifeſtations, be to ſome above others, the 4 
fiercer ſometimes the Lord allows Temptations to attack and || £9 
batter, 

Second Inftance, Look about you, Sir, and ſee how poor 
Heman is, he is toſſed and upon the Rack, and I doubt not but I. 
Satan is allowed to put his Hand to the Work; for well loves Pr. 
he to fiſh in muddy Waters, and to ſeek his Advantage of poor fre 
Things, when they are in Darkneſs; and ye will fee your | H! 
Caſe is far better than his too; he ſays, I am afflicted and ready D. 
to die, from my Jouth up; while I ſuffer thy Terrors J am diſtra- Pu 
Jed, Pſal. 88. 15. Who could not pity him, that ever had Ex- I an 
perience of the Terrors of God ? But the Lord has not dealt co 
ſo with you; has he not given you a long Tack of much Near- , Cl 
neſs to God, of a ſweet Chriſtian Frame, {ſweet Diſcoveries of du 
the Mediatory Excellencies of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of the Gof- if 


pel Scheme and Way of Salvation through his Blood? abftract tio 
from all merit and ſelſ Righteouſneſs, to the Edification of the Gr 
Lord's People, *to whom the ſame was communicated. May ge 
not the wicked, malicious Spirit be aſhamed, ( if he be ca- ur 
pable of any Shame) to ſuggeſt the contrary? But this was not he 


poor Heman's Allowance, Who ſays, I am afflicted and ready to 7 
die from my Toh up. | 


F 


> 


\ - 


| Third fnſtins; Anather of the Cloud of Witneſſes in fbf 


the MV alley of Temptations, is Davin, whoſe Tentations exceed; * 
vine ours likewiſe, you remember, Reverend Sit, he ſays, Verih, 
u- .de cleanſed my Heart in vain, and waſhed my Hands in Innocen- 

In- Mey; for all the Day long I have been plagued, and chaftned ev 
leſs rning, Pal. 73. 13, 14. A terrible Temptation, {tnelling 
of ankly of Saran and Hell, like a Thunder Bolt, ſhot at the 
ion Noot of all Religion, inſinuating that it was in vain to ſerve 
his od, Mala. 3. 14. But 'tis quite the contrary with you, dear 
De- ir, who would prefer Enlargement in the Ways of Holineſs; 


and the Duties of Religion, to all the Proſperity in the World; 
and whoſe great Fear is, leſt the Enemy get any ſinful Ad- 
vantage of you in your Extremity. 2 
the Again Forth Inſtance, Melancholious is the Cafe and Com- 
of plaint of the poor Children of Iſrael, and the few Godly that 
be were among them, who were Sharers of the common Calamuy; 
ric, s recorded by Jeremiah ; yet our Cafe is in many Partieulars 
the quite different: For Inſtance, be pleaſed Sir, to Paraphralſe. 
nd to Contraries ſome few Verſes in the 1, and 24. Chapter of 
the Lamentations, and it may tend to your Comfort. | 
or 1/ Chapter 2d Verſe, your Friends are not become Eneimes, 
at bo ſee good Ground to Comfort you, Sympathize with you, an 
ves Pray for you. = 6. Verſe, all your B 
zor from you, tho* your Enemy would inſinuate ſo much, ſince 
WS His Seed remaineth in you, by which in Kind the King's 
ady Daughter is all glorious within, 8. Verie, he has other Ends than 
a> puniſhing of Sin, in ſuffering his People to be fore deſerted 
x- and tempted, which you kuow very well, and can give Aces | 
alt count of his holy and wiſe Mechods, in building up his 
ar- Church and People by Contraries, 12. v. You cannot, dean 
of Fir, ſummon all the Cloud of Witneſſes, to Examine and fee . 
of if there be any Serrow like to your Sorrow, or any Tctnpta» - 
act tion, Deſertion, or Trouble like to that which your gracious 
the || God tryſis you with, neither is this the Day of his fierce An- 
lay ger, nor ca ye Complain, that he hath by his Hand,. bound 
ea. up the Voke dt your Tranſgreſſions upon your Neck ; ſince 
jot he was pleaſed by the ſweet Efficacy of his Grace, to keep 
ts your Feet out of the Paths of Deſtroyers, 16 v; The Com- 
torter, who wall comfort your Soul, is pot far from youve 2&- 
id * f 5+ Aud the Lord wil coneal your lory Pals from all th 


+ - 


— 


eauty is not departed _ 


1 13. | F 
19 much only for Inſtance, and yet behold ſinning Zion, 


— 


SEES „ 3 Re 
wait for yeur Halting, and the Halting of his People, and 1 
hope, will hide from the Strife of Tougues. 2d Chapter ft v. 
It is not a Cloud in his Anger, that covereth your Soul. 2 v. 
and the ſtrong Hold of your Soul, viz. jeſus Chrift and him 
crucified, and his Righteouſneſs is not caſt down utterly, in 


the very preſent Caſe, nor out of View: And he himſelf 
pities you now, Sir, as 4 Father pities his Children, Pſal. 103. 4 


— 


aud ſo ſuffering Zion for the ſame, is yet a redeemed Zion, 
which fills the Mouth with Laughter, and the Tongue with finging 
Pſal. exxvi. 2. and will it not be ſo with you, when your 
bleſſed Lord will come with healing under his Wings, Mal. 
Iv. 2. So it is Evident, theſe Four Inſtances do Swell up tp a 
Higher and greater Meaſure of Temptations and Deſertions, 
Troubles and Complaints, than yours : So let the Concluſion 
of this Point be, in the Words of the Apolile, 1 Cor. x. 13. 
There hath no Tempration taken you, But, &c. 

A 2d Conſideration is, ye know, Reverend Sir, how our 
gracious Lord is pleaſed molt Soveraignly, to Act (and diſpoſe) w] 
towards his People, in their Spiritual-Enjoyments and De- 
ſertions ; ſome of them have very frequent Viciſſitudes: di- h 
urnal Ebbings and flowings like Ships on the Sea, whiles tour- *** 
ing High, immediatly deſcending as to the Bottom of the Sea: m 
Paul as. juſt now caught up to the zd Heavens, where he be 
heard unutterable Words, nnmediatly thereafter a Meſſenger bo 
of Satan is ſent to buffet him, 2 Cor, 12. David ſays to Day, In 

my Proſperity I ſhall never be moved, Lord by thy Favour this © 
| haſt made my Mountain to fand Strong; yer, exe one would 1. 
look about, he complains, Then didſt hide thy Face, and 1 was D 
troubled, Pſal. xxx. 6, 7. But he hath not dealt in this Man- Yi) 
ner with you, he gave you perhaps Years of Enjoyments, 7 
made your Sun to ſhine lon, for he helped you to ſtreteh | . 
forth your Hands towards Heaven, like Joſhua in the Day of . 
Battle, and Spiritual Conflict, until he made your Sun fand ** 
till, as upon Gibeon, and your Moon, as upon the Valley of J 

Ajalen until he gave {ome more Victory and Advantage, ; 

oſhua x. 12. O Wonderful Condeſcenſion! And now that 

is pleaſed to thruft your Soul as into the deep Waters, 1s a 
Piece of Soveraignity common to his People, tho OE: by 

| E 


7 


mu 


eaſures, and proportioned to Attainments formerly in joyed 
znd may the Lord be pleaſed to give you, that ſweet and pa- 
jent Submiſſion, he was pleaſed to teach you in ſome Mea- 


Jure formerly, fo far as ( Suppoſe ) the Lord were calling you 
in Hut of Time, upon the Back of Deſertions and Temptations, 
Pie nd would ſay to you, as to highly privileged Moſes, upon 
ie Back of an Earneſt Petition, ( let i. 174 thee now ) pro- 
"IP iding he would give one Piſgab-View,of the Land of Promiſe, ' 


he Inheritance of Iſrael, would not your Soul ſweetly ſubs. 
it to him, who was ſo Kind formerly to you? 
za Conſideration, And who. knows, but this is the laſt 


SS great Conflict ye will have on Earth? And no wonder tho' 
12 Catan try his ſtrongeſt Efforts, aiming at the Total Subverſion 
oa of the Soul, taking Advantage of the Weakneſs and Frailty 
ions. of the Clay Tabernacle, in its external Trouble; ſince there 
ion is a near Affinity betwixt theſe two Parts. But, Dear Sir, 
13. what Reaſon of Thankfulneſs have you to Him? Who pre- 


ſerves your Soul from {inning and falling, until he deliver al- 

our & togecher at laſt, Which will be ground of Songs of Praiſes 
Poſe) when you will find your ſelf among the bleſſed Company of 

De- theſe, Who came through great Tribulations, and who have waſhed 
di- their Robes, and made them White in the Blood of the Lamb (a 
our heavenly Character !) Rev, 7. The more Iribulations are 
Sea: met with in the Militant, the more of Heaven and Praiſe, will 
e be] be found in the Triumphant State of the Church of the Firſt- 
enger born : This may be a Cord ial. 


— 


„ In th Confid. God will exceedingly glorify himſelf thereby, 
; al this deripture was preſented to me upon that Head, John 
ould II. 4- When Je ſus heard that, he ſaid, this Sickneſs is not unto 
7 was Death, but for the glory of God ; that the Son of God may be glo- 
Man. | ified thereby : Whatever Way elſe he will glorify himſelf there- 
ents & by Time will ſhew forth, but 1 hope thus he will do it, viz, 
retch ſince that Grace and Truth came by Jeſus Chritt he will apply 
vv of | the Promiſes, and plead the Performance; yea, and ſecure the 
Hand ſame for his People, that his Word may be always found true, 
ey of which he ſays himſelf, Jobs 10. 28. And 1 give them eternal 
tage, Life, and they ſhall never periſh ; and none ſhall be able to pluck 
thar thews out of my Hand, The Seed of the Woman ſhall break the Head 
Ft of the Serpent, being the firſt Promiſe, mult always be a fulfilling 
through all the Ages of the Church; it tends much to the 
| Hnh2' | glory 


- glory of Chriſt's Love to, Care of, and Power towards hig | 
cople, that he finds, and takes Occafion to manifeſt himſelf Bi. 
to deffroy the Works of the Devil, 1 Fehn 3. 8. He will ſpeil prin- na 
cipaliries and Powers, that trouble your Soul, and will make an cal 
open ſhew of them, as ſain by, and in his Croſs, and that Pr 
wich great Triumph: And 105 being already lain, he will © 
apply the Victory to your Soul, to your unſpeakable Joy. This 
fit of Temptation and Deſertion will be Matter of a Song ere ov 
all be done; for Chriſt, (ot whom David, as a Shepherd of ha 
his Father's Flock, was a Type:) Will take out the Lamb Fa 
N from between the Teeth of the ſtout Lion, and the Paws of co 
the Bear, that yet was oft repulſed and beaten with the Loſs of re 
more than the preſent caught Prey; yet attacks ſome or other w 
of Chriſt's Sheep with Malice and Violence. But good Cou- Er 
rage, Sir, when you like Foſhua, Zech. 3. and your Fellows is 
already mentioned, in the foreſaid dark Valley, with the re nc 
of the godly, being Men wondred at upon the Account of Pri- ſo! 


4 vileges and Deliverances, will get your fair Mitre upon your C] 


Head, and the reſt of the Trophies of Victory given to you, an 
when Mortality ſhall put on Immortality, and when Death hall be I! 
ſwallowed up in Life, then ye will forget, ſing, and rejoice, and nc 


praiſe him, who hath done great T hings for you. Amen, Amen. cy 

Receive this Line as a Token of Sympathy, and pardon what I ki 

may be amils, or eenſurable therein, and ſo reſts, N 

| | w 

Reverend Sir, | ce. 

Yours, in our dear Lord Jeſus, lu 

J. MONR O, 1 

— „ k Ts. . „ | | - nl 

= | | qi 

LETTER XIII : 

* g | m 
Affectionate Friend, — | 

I Should have written ere now, in anſwer to yours, but mul- Il tl 

" riplicity of Buſineſs, and my own Lazineſs, has hitherto w 

hindred me: And now, in anſwer to yours, you were com- Si 

plaining then, Thar tho* your Miniſter was lively and found D 

2 


yet your Caſe was melancholious, your Heart dead, and all 
3 WL (+ 
8 : Ms Ty 2 ˙ 6» 


* 


1 o 
4 A k : 


* 
. 


— CAS. 5; 7 
Firſt, If you haye not come through the Steps of the new 
Birth, and are not born a new Creature, and the Seeds of eter- 
nal Life, not ſown into your Soul by a lively Faith, then it 
cannot be otherwiſe, there can be no Actings from a living 
Principle of Life, whatever Motions may flow from common 
Operations, until your Soul be once united to the bleſſed ſecond 
Adam, who is a quickning Spirit, by a Cummunication of his 
own Lite : With him, who is the Fountain of Life, I wou'd 
have yeu really matched, to the Perſon of the Mediator by 
Faith, and that will make you lively. And ſuppoſe, you durſt not 
conclude your being altogether void of Chriſt and Grace; yet 
remember that one in Chriſt may be dead, and fall a flcep for a 
while, and God allows the ſame to fall out for holy and wiſe 
Ends: Wile and fooliſh Virgins may both ſleep alike, and that 
is {ſeldom allowed te come on the godly ; but becaule they keep 
not ſo cloſg by the Fountain of Lite, as they ought ; they ſleep 
ſometimes by Reaſon of ſpiritual Satiety after a good Meal at 
Chriſt's Table, viz. After large Manifeſtations of his free Grace 
and Love, and the particular Applications of the fame: This 
I have experienced, and if this be the Caſe with you, ye will 
not get leave to ſleep always, God will awaken you in Mer- 
cy. I have found it, and can teſtify it, that our God is very 
kind that Way; for in all rationality L might expect that his 
awakening might be with the Rod, and in judgment; but I 
will declae it, that God fiealed in fome {ſweet Goſpel Sen- 
tence, or other, from tbe Seriptures, that gave my Soul Life 
{urprizingly, and that very often; and I could give Inſtances of 
it, and ſome of ſcarce three Days ago: God is never a barren 
Wilderneſs to any, who believe in Chriſt, nor has he been to 
me from the fixſt Day, that I have'gotten any Meaſure of Ace- 
quaintance With him: He has made the very Day of Writing 
this a good Day to my Soul; O he is worthy to be praiſed, — 
to truß him with a thoutand Souls, tho* cycry one had 10 
many ! | 5 
A Second Reaſon of your Deadneſs under Means, is even 
the common ſtroke of this Day, wherein the Lord is ill pleated 
with the Land; we have ſinned with our Fathers, and we add 
Sin to Sin, nationally and perſonally: And ye know What 
David ſays 107 Pſal. 33, 34. He turneth Rivers into a Wilder-" 
neſs and Vater Springs unto dry Ground, 4 fruitful Land into Bar- 
% 8  renneſs © 


o 


* 


. 
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| remneſs for the Wickedneſs of then that dell therein; we have bad 


Plenty of Means ſmce the REyolution, and ſuch Springs and 
Streams of Ordinances, as might have made the whole Land 
fruitful, but we were not ſenſible of it, how that God was ill 
pleaſed with us all the Time, and is not yet reconciled with us; 
therefore our Rivers and Water Springs are become a Wilder- 
nels, dry Ground and Barrenneſs: And *tis very like a be- 
dewing and thick dropping of Humiliation and Sorrow, Sup- 
plication and Mourning will be the firſt Thing, that will put Sap 
in the Roots of this Generation and Church; And may be a prun- 


ing, ſharp, ſnedd ing and digging about our Roots, making them 


bare to the ſtormy Weather, as Gardiners do to ſome barren 
Trees; I ſay, That may be the firſt Means towards Livelineſs, 
and Fruitfulneſs, ſo do not Wonder tho* you and I be Sharers 


of the common Stroke. Only wateh and pray, tis not for 
nought our bleſſed Lord enjoyns that Duty, tis one excellent 
Cure of, and the oppoſite Exerciſe to a drowlſie, ſſeepy Diſpo- 


{ition : Prayer may help you to Watchfulneſs, and you ought to 
watch unto Prayer, Let them both be exercited together and 
that will do beſt. + ; 81 
Again you enquire, Whether the Infirmities of the Body, or 
the Miſcarriages of a deceitful Heart were the greateſt Burden 
and Hindrance in our ſpiritual Way and Walk ? 


In Acts of Worſhip one of them may be at one Time, ano- 


ther at another Time by Viciſſirudes, the greateft Burden,” I 
have and do find often my Spirit willing, when my Body is a 


| * Clog ſor Dulneſs and Heavineſs, and very frequently 


find my Body in a good Cafe, when my wandring Heart 
mars all, making me offer lame, imperfect ſinful Sacrifices, but 
the corrupt Set and Diſpoſition of the Soul, the Propenſity of 


our Natures to that which is only evil, has poiſoned all the 


outward Members and inward Abilities of Mankind fince the 
Fall, by which we are disjointed and out of Caſe to act, move, 
or ſtir, in any religious Exerciſe to Purpoſe, which has occaſio- 
ned the Infirmities of the Body, as well as our ſpiritual Diſ- 


| eaſes; and tis called in Scripture, A Body of Sin and Death, 
whence flows all our Miſery. So no wonder that any who 
has the leaſt ſpunk of Life cries out becauſe of it. O, but that's 
good, that Chriſt was made Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we 
mig ht become the Righteowſneſs of God in him! Prize any D 

3 | ; NO wht Co 


and heavy loaden with my Self, and my Spiritual 


5 | (55 ) 4 
veries of his rich Grace in Chriſt ye have gotten, and run, run; 
for the great Prize himſelf. My Wife and I have our Reſpects kind- * 
ly remembred to you, I have ſpoken. to my Neighbours coneer- | 
ning your Lines, who promiſed not to forget Writing ancnt 
the Faſt, I wave that till Meeting, and am 7 1 


Harviftown, April 21, wer in Sincerlty; 
1712. J. MONRO, 


* 


LETTER XIV. 


Madin, 


| I Had ſeveral Times deſigned to have written to you ere now; 


but knowing that you had received Lines from worthy Mr. 
Mair, wherein your Caſe was ſtated, with Reſpect to your 
Spiritual Malady, and the Cure ſweetly and diſtinctly miniſt- 
red to you, and the ſame backed with Seaſonable Converſe 
wich him; therefore I have laid aſide for a while, my 
troubling you with my weak and inſignificant Seribling ; and 
very frequently I was fo ſenſible of my own Unworthinels, 
and manifold Faillings, that I have been made to Bluſh and 
be aſhamed, when I thought upon what I had ſpoken, and 
written formerly to others in Matters of Religion; and was, 
and am made yet to Stand and look about me, to fee if m7 
failings be conſiſtant with a State of Grace. I am often weaty / 
Enemies; 

Lam ſeeretly aſhamed before the Lord, I am truly brought to 

that, that if I be ſaved it will be a Miracle of free Grace, and 
I will. be an eternal Debitor to the ſame, as Paul was, OI tis 
the exeteding Riches of his Grace, in his Kindneſs towards us 
in Chriſt Jeſus, that ſaveth the poor Sinner, Eph. ii. 7. This 
is a ſweet refreſhing Goſpel-chapter, Read it much, and the 
Lord bleſs it to your very Soul: It isa ſweet Diet of the Chi . 
drens Meat, as you will find in all the precious Biblezand I win 
you the ſame meltings of Heart, and flowings of Affections, 
that I find now at writting of this, at the Impreſſions of that 
Rich and free Grace, that is in Chrilt Jeſus; O the en | 

| 2 | 2 
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bf - Riches of the Grace of the everlaſting God, - tubnitig 


I through him; who lives for ever, to make Intereeſſion for the 


Sins of the tranſgreſſing Sons of Adam! Heb. 7. 25; throu 
him, who is a Prieſt for ever; after the Order of an unc hangeable 
Prieffhood, eſtabliſhed to him by his Father's Oath, Pſal. 89. 
3 4. compared with 35, 36 Verſes, Mercy and Truth ſhall, 
eltabliſhed for ever, built up and made known.to all Gene- 
rations: And the Reaſon is, I have mad 4 Cvenant with my 
en, 1 have ſworn unto David my Servant, Thy Seed will I e- 
ffabliſb for ever, and thy T hrone will I build up to all Generations, 
And this Grace running through him, who is the Father's Fel- 
low and Equal; and yet our Head, Brother; and ſure Friend, 
through bim, who 1s the Miniſter of the riew Covenant, and the 


' Mcflenger of the Lord of Hoſts, our deareſt, kindly, loving and 


ympathizing Savioffr, Oh, I ſay, ſuch a deep Spring, dropping, 
lyding, ſtreaming, overflowing in ſuch a Channel is an in- 
exhauſtable Fountain indeed! O come let us Taſte, and Drink 


of, Bath, Sound, and Fathom in theſe bleſſed ſweet Waters, 


and we'll be lively, ſhining, holy Creatures. 1 fee I Contract 
many a Spot, becauſe I am too ſeldom at this bleſſed Fountain, 
opened to the Houſe of David, and when I win there any 


Time, Tam fo weak hearted, and has ſo narrow a Capacity, 


that IJ am fo ſoon maſtered and overwhelmed, that I can 


but reeeiye little, and retain ſhort ; little Pieces of Senſe ſoon 


fills me. My Weakneſs in Battle flows from my, being too 
ſeldom and little abiding with the great King and Captain, 


ho gives to every one of the Tribes of Iſrael their D iſtribu- 


$ 


tion of Bread, Fleſh and Wine, of his own proper Effects, 


When they keep their Solemnities, and offer their ſpiritual. Sa- 


erifices by Faith, 2 Sm. 6. 19. --- Chriſt takes his Hand very 
often from me, and makes me feel my own Weight, and then 
find a dead jump of Carnality and Security; the weary Sha- 
ow of Death covers me: O then Beaſts of Prey come out of 


ttheir Dens : When this Night comes on, I ſleep, they gape for 


"Had he not 


my Soul, they yell and roar. Oh I find this frequently; and 
| Led his gracious Eye over me, I would make 
but one Morſel to one of thoſe Beaſts of Prey; one Sin, one 
wandring Step, would ruine me, in the ſleeping dark Night: 
But I retain the Hope that Chriſt will not want me, nor yer 


. loſe me, nor his own ſwycet Viſis to my Soul, nor his Labour 
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i . 
for me, and in me; be will not want his Praiſes from iny Lips 
þ he ſhould refuſe the Service of ſome others. I find the 
Flame already kindled, that will not eaſily be quenched ; and 
a Ray of Light, that will never, I hope, be quite extinguiſh* * 
ed, while I am helped to hold a Grip of him, who is che 
Light of the "Gentiles, and the Glory of his People Iſrael, 1 
often find the Seeds of Praiſe ſown in my Soul, my Soul bent 
to ſing a Song of Zion beſide the Streams of Babel, accompa® 
nied with a fervent Deſire; to foi my ſelf with the blelſed * 
Quiriſters of the upper Houſe, onging to be with that bleſſed - 
Company of the Redeemed from the World, Devil and Fleſhy - 
with which I am plagued. Lord, deliver me from this black | 
Pack, and fave every one of theſe Lambs, for whieh thou haſt 
laid down thy Life. I have much to ſay of this Kind, but 
will wave it to another Time; this that I have written is but 
a Line or two, dropt from the Field of the Language of my 
o NSW Tg rio art, of 
- Only, join with me to admire, adore and praiſe the Riches 
of his Grace, in the Lord of Life, Chriſt Jeſus ; and ſet him 
before your own Eyes, to admire, adore and praiſe the Riehes 
of his Grace, always as the Object of your Faith, Love ag 
Hope. Take a View of him, as the Lord your Righteouſneſs, 
both juſtifying and ſanctifying Righteouſneſs : That is a maß 
Word, Gal. ii. 20. And the Life that I now live in the Fleſh, 1 
tive y the Faith of the Son of God, who loved me; and gave 
himſelf for me, Where we may view, and take a Lift of the 
Love of God towards our pexiſhing Souls, which was the only 
Motive inclined the Lord to do ſo much for us: He gave his 
whole SE LF for us; his Divine and Humane Self, his de- 
reeing aud conſenting, his dying, andgfo accomplithing Self ; 
Gs raiſed again, and fo exalted Self; bis glorified, and fo ap- 
R plying, e preſerving, and ſo interceeding Self, and 
all for us; and for you, Madam, if you believe the ſame, an 
receive good Offers, as well as any that ever heard the Goſpe 
"MN if your Soul were once matched to him, to his Perſon, ye 
will get a brave Dowry with him, which. you have mention- 
ed and declared to you, 1 Cor, i. 30. But of him are ye in Grit 
Feſus, (God ſolemnizes the Marriage, and gives the. Brides 
groom as a Gift). wbo of God is made unto us Wiſdom, Righteous a 
miſts eee Dowryt © 
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4 K common Salvation, he has put no Difference. betwixt Jew or 
21: Greek, Bond or Free, Male or Female, High or Low ; yet by 
Grace it is maintained, ſo that there is a que Reſpect kept for 
every one in their ſeveral Stations and Relations, whether Su- 
perioxs, Inferiors or Equals: And, in Conſideration of this, 


and that I underſtand it Will not be unacceptable to your La- 


Dy 74 


blerve, The Strain of the Words runs not fo, as 
he had ſaid, I have given, et will give Wiſdom, Righteo 
nefs, Cc. but, I have given, or will give Chriſt Jeſus, and 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sandtification and Redemption, in and 


Now obſerv 


With him;for he is given.to be a Covenant to the People. All our 


Benefits are wrapped up in himʒthere is not a Peny in our own 


- 


Hand, to ſpend how and when we pleaſe, and at our Hand to 
command. Our Stock, our good Dowry and Portion is in him; 


this is ay Faith's Treaſury, dining Room, and Bed- chamber, 
and ſecret Cloſer, and the Furniture and Proviſion: of the 
Whole: But 1 find, to this Day, a Difficulty. to hye'by the 
Faith of the Son of God, to take his Sanctification only for 
mine, his Righteouſneſs only for mine, Cc. I would fain be 
at parting Righteouſneſs with Chriſt, ſome of mine to come 


in with his, and his to palliate and qualifie mine. O the Re- 


mains of Ignorance and curſed Pride that is in corrupt Nature, 


even after ſome Illumination! Take Chrift only, and his 
active and paſſive Obedience, for the Ground of your Salva- 
. Von, if your Soul be fate. This from, 2 


' Madam, r 
7 TR oa Your much obliged and. feckleſs Servant, 
Harvieftoun, April 20. 50h 584 
. | wy LE 
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Rig b. Honourable, 


; T* e Fellowſhip of che Spirit, and Communion of Saints, is 
one of theſe great Bleſfings, Chriſt our Lord has beſtow- 
ed on his own, whereby, in the Buſmeſs of the great and 


diſnip, 1 haye done wy felf the Honour to preſent this Sc 
82 2 * enn e N * 4X Foo NI 
i "IF I en 
4 > | \ 
' 


| — Spirit, Sanctification, Perſeyerance in Grace, theſe to be freely 
be given without Money and Price, for the conſenting to them, 
ome and receiving of them, as already purchaſed at a dear and 
Re. bloody Rate, by our Lord jeſus; O this has been a reviving 
ure. Buſineſs ro my diſtreſſed and weary Spirits after a long Night, 
| hi about the firſt Time he had my Heart inclined to receive the 
5 Lord Jets by Faith! God then made me feel, that rhe Mi- 
var | miftration of the Spirit was by Faith, and not by the Horti of athe * 
Lew, Gal. iii. 5. And God then difcovered, that no Fleſh was © | 
|} juStified by the Voorks of the Law, but by the Faith of Feſas Chriſt $1 7 
0. and that I was toi be juſtified freely by his Grace, through the 5 
0 | Redemption that is in Chrift Jeſus, who is the Propitiation. for our * 
| Sins, Rom. iii. 29. tothe End, _— 
| Then I was a little inlightned in that ſweet and great Goſpel 
— [| Truth, That te him that workerh not, but believerh on him that Juſtls 1? 
L * the Ungodh, his Faith is accounted for Rig hreou ſne ſ, Rom. iv. 55 
| heſe Truths, 1 perceived, did firike in with a glerious, Heatts 
| winning Light from the Sun of Rightcouſneſs, ſhining in his 
PR Rately and viſible Orb of free Grace, and that quite differently, 
is and in a higher Degree than before by Speculation, as it bay 
w. | Hands had handled of the Word of Lite, with a ſpiritual Feel» 
ind J. ing my Soul was refreſhed ; ſo that the Memory, I may ſay, 
or | of thoſe Days of Eſpoulals, to this Bay is Mer. es 
by O the living Spring of divine Conlolations, the Covenant _Þ 
wor | of Grace, that large Table, whereat the Children get W 115 
Su. lucky Meal of heavenly Food; The. Table whexeat, the King” 
his ſits beſide 5 clothed with the Golden Embreideries 
Ia of the Graces of the Spirit, of his own free gwing: His Name 
ple. = # 4s Ointment poured forth into, the Wounds, of their broken, 
ing | wounded Squs; the King, whoſe Brightneſs and Bee 


relating in brief the Way and Manm 


judge it moſt hkely to edifie your Ladiſhip,in your preſent great 
Diſtreſs. 8 n 

Fiyſt then, The Lord hath made the new Covenant, that 
everlaſting Covenant of free Grace, à Field of Bleſſings, and a. 


Fulneſs; Secondly, In its Dtiration and Stabilit x. 
- Theſe great Bleſſings, to wit, Illumination in the Under- 
ſtanding, Renovation of the Nature, the Indwelling of the 


— — 


" 
. * . 


ad Manner, Wherein the Lord w 
leaſed to comfort my own Soul, when in Diſtreſs, ſince, 1 


Spring of Conſolations to my Soul; Firſt, In its Freeneſs and 


| Ca) 
in this Coyenant kindle a great Fire of Love in his own 
$Z On, who juſt a little before were crying out for Coldneſs and 
Stupidit̃x. 15 i 9 | 
O the ſeraphick Flames, I thought, the Lord made me feel 
kind led in my Soul towards our Renowned Lord jeſus, in a 
ſtraight Aſcendent, which if of long Continuance, would o- 
verwhelm my frail Spirits! Then I would be content to ex- 
pire with a Song: My Pain was ordinarily, That I had fo 
little a Veſſel and Capacity to hold him in; and then I longed 
to be in my immediate Enjoy ments. One of Chrift's ſweet 
Smiles, and gracious Words, delivered by the Miniſtry of the 
Spirit to a wounded, broken, longing, weary Soul, is worth 
a World : Tis only the bruiſed Reed that Chriſt will not break, 
and the ſmoking Flax that he will not quench; He ſatiates the 
weary Soul, and repleniſhes the ſorronful Spirit, and fills the Mouth 
of the Hungry with good Things, 

Chriſt delights to officiat in that Excellent Miniſtry he has 
obtained, as Mediator of a better Covenant, eſtabliſhed on 
* a Promiſes; and to apply the broad Plaikers of the 

eaves of the Tree Life, in this Covenant, to all his ſick Pa- 
tients, who are weary of Sin, and of themſelves for it; he 
takes Pleaſure to heal the Diſeaſes of his poor People, whe- 
ther Spiritual or Temporal ; for tho* he be exalted above all 


Heavens, yet he is in the humane Nature, and has a Fellow 


feelling of our Infirmities, and when he ſees us in a humble 
Manner before his Throne, he eondeſcends to hear our ſick 
Moans, and he will turn our Beds in our Sickneſs, | We can- 


not conceive the Depths of Chrilt's Sympathy and Tender- 


neſs ; he puts all our Tears in his Bottle; he regiſtrates all our 


Tears and Groans, when ſorely pain'd, and will render 


double Joy for all the Steps of our Sorrow, when Zion 
Warfare is accompliſhed, and Iniquity pardoned : when | the 
redeemed of cheLord will come to Zion with Songs, then ſhall ever - 


laſting Joy be upon their Heads, Sorrow and ſighing ſhall Klee 


Right Honourable, believe this, That in a{{ your Aſflictionc, 
be is afflicted, it one of his; and that he pities the very ſuffer- 


viches =o inlightens the Gueſts, whoſe lovely; lovely Siniley 


< 


ines of the Rice of Adam for their Sins, whom ng Conſiſte ney. 


wich unſported Juſtice he will not fave; how 


much more 


* — 
1 - 


* 
Will 


< 


V 
er 
uw 
fr 
L 
a 
£ 
* 
Y 
t 
| 


5 will he pity his Own in their low State of ſufferings, who r 
x || to him, and fix their Eyes upen him ? Chrift is longing as 
d much for our Deliverance, as we do our ſelves, and Will neck 
| Delay it a ſingle Moment, longer than the Deſign of the Al- 
el fliction, Trial or Rod is attained to, which, may be, is the 
2 bumvling of our Souls under the Mighty Hand of God, that 
- be may exalt us in due Time. Or 24h, the hearkning to 
N the Voiee of the Rod, ſhewing ſome unmourned for unrepen- 
o ted of Sin. Ox 34h, The ſtrengthening of the Grips of 
d Faith, by reſolving rho* the Lord ſlay, yet that we will truſt 
et in Him, and to ſettle the Soul the more firmly upon the blef-* . Þ 
he | fed Rock of Ages Chriſt ;: who as Mediator, is fairer than the 
h Sons of Alen; he has great Store of Grace of infuſed in his 
k, Lips, he is a Maſs of Love, the Treaſury of all Divine Ful- 
he "neſs, the profound Ocean of all Divine Goodneſs, the Father's 


1 „ 
; 


th exact Picture, in his glorious tremenduous Attributes, and the 
Bclieyers. Original; he has been the Elder Brother, and firſt 

as | begotten among many Brethren, he has been a Man of Sor- 

MN rows and acquainted with Grief, from whom we hid our 


Ne Eyes; he has been contending, wreltling, faſting, praying, 
a- weeping, reproached, ſet at nought, and perſecuted ;-and fo 
he his Father's Intereſt and ours is one joint Intereſt in him; 
e- | he Minds the one as well as the other; he ſays himſelf, A4 
1 Meat is to do the will of him that ſent me, and to finiſh his Mort, 


21 hy iv. 34. and the 17 of Fob» is (peat wholly in Prayer for 
le is People, a ſweet one it is, wherein he ſays, Father I will, 
ck that theſe, whom thou haſt given me, may be with me where! 
Ne am, that they may behold my Glory, which thou haf given me, Ke. 
1 and again, for their Sakes 1 ſantifie my ſelf, their Intereſt and 


ur Welfare, O Madam, let us Conceive honourably, and gen- 
er {| crouſly of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; We will ay find him walk- 
Lung in the Paradiſe of God, and fitting upon a Throne of 
he free Grace: If his gracious Vifits and Smiles, his Favour and ' 
2 Liberality towards us, were ad juſted to the Merit of Perſons 
lee and Performances, his Noble, Kingly, Soveraign, Rich, and 
free Grace, would be miſerably limited, mightily fraitned'; - } 
16 yea altogether ſtopped. Let us beware of Unbelief and Self, than 
r- would puta narrow Scrimp, and lacking Veſſel to the Fun- 
tain of the great Depths of his free Grace, thinking that he is 
ake our Ire, and bis Ways like! . 


'Y 


| 92 ) 
The next, View of the Covenant, wherewith my Soul 15 
FF comforted, is the Duration and Stability of it. I have oſten 
taken my felt in che Fault bleſſed Rytherford ſpeaks of, that 
many young Chriltians are guilty of, viz. That when Frames 
are loft, and Corruptions litt Head, and are like to overcome, 
and Darkneſs ſeizes on the Soul, and Faith at a. low Ebb, they 
think the Work of Grace has not been really wrought, and 


| the Seed of Faith not really ſown, and that dll was but move- 


able Work, like Ephraims Goodneſs, like the Morning Cload, 


and the! early Dew, and as | ſaid, Rutherford compared the Buſi- 


neſs to a young Mariner failing in a Ship, he thinks he ſees 
the Land moving, when it is only the Ship wherein he is that 
moves; the Covenant is. fix d and unmoveable; tho' his Frames 
be flerting and variable: But more Light from our great 
Prophet puts me out of this Miitake by the ſweetly confirm- 
ing Paſſages, Pſal. 8p. 3, 4. {have male a Covenant with my 
Choſen, I bave ſworn unto David wy Servant: Thy Seed will 1 
eftabliſh far ever, and ihy Throne will I build up to all Generations, 
And 30, 33. I his Children for ſate my Lam, and walk not in my 
Judgment, &c. 1 will viſit their Iniquities with Rad, and Tranſ- 
greſſiuns with Stripes: Nevertheleſs my loving Kindneſs will I not 


i 1 utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my Faithfwineſs 10 fail. And a- 


gain, He ever liveth to make Interceſſion; and Jer. 31. 35, 36. 
{peaking of the Sun, Moon and Stars, and Seas, he ſays, , 
theſe Ordinances depart from before me, taich the Lord, Then the 


Seed of Iſrael ſhall ceaſe from being 4 Nation before me, for every 


And who were {inning faſter than they? Sometimes they were 
worſe than the Heathen, And if Chrilt be inſtalled by the Fa- 


ther's Oath, in the prieſtly Office, to make daily Attonement; 


upon the Altar of Incenſe for our daily Guilt-Contractions, 


to cleanſe our Leproſie, adding his ſweet Incenſe to our Pray; 


ers in that golden Cenſer of his; then this his Miniſtry muſt 
pe of eonſtant Standing while Sun and Moon endure, and the 


bleſſed. Effects thereot will be for ever and eternally preduced _ 


by him. I thought to haver:enlarged further on this, and 
procee led to other Grounds of my Conſolation in my Diftreſ- 
ies, but 1 am afraid that IL be burdenſome to your Ladiſhip, in 


the frail and weak State your Body is in for preſent, by too 


long a Linz: And now may the God of all Mercies give 


— 
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n (- 63 \ J Peder? 
ver:blefſed, - adorable and wonderful Lord. Jeſus Chrift, that 
his Righteouſneſs may be your beautiful Robes ; and his Faith- 
full nd Truth your ſtrong Tower, and his precious Grace 
your immortal Crown; and to his Name be praiſe. And if 
the Lord ſpare your Ladiſhip, the reſt of the Grounds of Con- 


ſolation will be communicated. I am | 


Right Honourable, _ 


1712. in all due Obedience, 2 45 
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LETTER XVI 
Honoured Madam, 


V FE are mutually at a great Loſs, in References to Chriſtian 
Converſe,and much otherwiſe; by our giving too. much 
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Way to* worldly Entanglements, that have their own, bewit- 


ching Enticements, to waſte away precious Time with Diyers 
ſions, ſometimes with meer Trifles, which, I hope, your Ladi- 
ſhip puts up in the Liſt among theſe Things, your Soul would 
be delivered from: For my Part, tis my Burden, from which 
I long to be delivered. | 1 
O for heavenly Wiſdom! for making Religion to bold the 

Seat, the Chaix, the Helm, the Reins of our Souls, and 
making the World, the Pedant and Servant, to ſtand at our 
Backs, and tarry at the Foot of the Mount, until we hold 
Communion with precious and worthy Chriſt, with Abra- 
ham upon Mount Moriah, where he ſaw a very lively Type 


„ crncifind Chriſt, under the View of the Lamb caughr inthe 


ickets, and offered up inſtead of Iſaac, the Son of the free 


Woman, and the Seed of the Promiſe : At other Times with 


Peter, Fames and Fehn upon Mount Tabor, 5 bis glo- 
rious Transfiguration, as a prelude (may I ſay) of 

lation. At other Times, to hold Con any with him upon 
the Mount of Oliues, in praying and wreſtling Whole Nights, 


beer che poor clect World, he came to zedeem ; and for the 


q Poor- — 
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Poor Ship, or rather his poor Diſciples in it, that was toſſed int 
the midſt of the Waves. To hold Communion with tim in 


the Temple at Jernſalem, contending for the Truth with the 
corrupt Clergy, filled with Zeal for the Honour and Purity of 


his Father's Houſe, Holding Communion with him in Bethany, 
honouring poor Mary and Marthawith his Company, inks 
ing more of Laxarus and them, and the poor Fiſhermen his 
Diſciples, than of all the great Governors and Rabbins of Judea. 
Holding Communion with him in Samaria, where he muſt 
needs go through, to convert a poor profligate Woman at the 
Well. Aiming to follow him in all theſe, and many other 
Examples, making him our perfect Pattern ; that, with David, 
we may ſet the Lord Jefus continually before our Eyes, and that 
he may always be found at our right Hand, in our very Hearts, 
locked up in the innermoſt Nook of all our very Souls, let 
him be far ben for exermore. Amen. os: 
To break off now, to ſpeak of bim, I could not be able to 

| ſpeak of his Fulneſs, and incomparable Excelleneies, I would 
be ſoon ſwallowed up: Only he is altogether Lovely, in him 
is no Blemiſh or Spot at all, as his own Royal Father teſtifies of 
him: We are Compleat in bim; for the roaring battering 


Pieces of his Father's Wrath, made great Slaps in our Partition- 


wall; fo that at laſt our Wall, Chriſt, fell down before his Fa- 
ther, and in his Fall threw down the Partition-wall of Eumity, 


and the Partition-wall of Diſtinction between: Jew and Gentile ; 


But our Partition-wall gat up again, with great Adyantages 


of Fortification ; ſo that in his Reſurrection we are complete, | 


and in his Aſcenſion we are furniſhed with Supplies from 
him. Dyvors by Nature are made up richly in Chriſt indeed 
For my own Part, Ihave my alliin and from Him, and defires 
to lay up my All in Time and Eternity in him alone; For 
Grace and Truth came by jeſus Chriſt. | 
When J was in Trouble, anent my Wift's fore Agonics in 
Travelling, I was made to plead, That God would not puniſh 


Her and the Child for my Sake; yet I was ſweetly ſupported, ' 
by taking a View of the Mediation and Interceſſion of «Jeſus | 


Cbriſt for poor Sinners, I took a View of Jacobs Taft Words 
| to Reuben his Son, and the different Manner of Moſes his bleſ- 
. . Jacob, L conceived, might be a Type: of God the 
„rr 
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Water, thon ſhalt not prevail, or excel; and thus preſen@Guilt : 


and the ſad Effects of the ſame : But Aoſes, the ſweet Type of 
Chriſt, ſays; yea pleads, Let Reuben live, and not die. This 
Ititereeſſion of Chriſt's was given me as Ground of Pleading; 
all the Time ef her Diſtreſs, and afforded mote Sweetneſs than 
I can at preſent ſhew, And now, may this Angel, that pre- 


ſeived Iſrael from all Evil, preſerve your Ladiſhip from the 


Evils of this weary Wilderneſs, until you arrive at your Fas 


ther's Houſe; and be fully complete in himſelf, is the cordial 


Deſire of, Rp Ak, as ; 
| Honoured Madam, © 
Dur Ladiſhip's much obliged, 
: 3 feckleſs Servant, 
Hervle ſtoun, Octobor 20. 
1712. 


To my Lady Borthwick: 


1 


-ERTTER XV 


Worthy and dear Madam, 


Ov: laſt Conference together Ricks with me yet: Voit - 1 


Ladiſhip has Reaſon in very Deed to bleſs the Lord; 


who has ſhewed you the 1weet Myſteries of the old Way ok 
Salvation, by Faith, and not by Works; by free Grace, an 


not Merit; and that your ſolid Sweetnels and Joy, when the 


Lord inlarged your Soul, did run in*the very Channel rhat - . 
all the New Teftament Believers their Joy did, and doth ru 


in, viz; in the Channel of Faith; upon the Protmiſes of the 
New Covenant, and chiefly upon Chriſt himſelf; the Sub- 
ſtance of them all. O but tree Grace, the Effect of everlaſt- 


ing Love, is a ſweet River, upon which the Veſlek of Glory 
do ſwim! Yea, they can hoiſe up Top and Top gallant; on 
fail up and down with Chritt, the tich Cargo, upon ir; until 


their very Hearts be raviſhed with Joy and Pleaſutes 
How. {weetly tpeaks David on this charming Subject, 


| Plal, 
xvi. from the zh to the 1h VSE Hy exvelinnie by 12. 
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the Fatneſs of thy. Howſe, and t hon ſhalt make them drink of the 
River of thy Pleaſures : For with thee is. the Fountain of Life; 
in thy Light (hall we ſee Light, And then he prays, O conti- 
nue it, &c. The Joys of the World have a; Satiety, yea, a 
Surfeir in their very Boſoms; but the Soul that ſwims upon 
thele Divine Channels, the more they have, the more. they 
ſeek, and long for uninterrupted, complete, and immediate 


Enjoyment ; the renewed Part of it is ſick of Love, both in 


Chriſt's Abſence, and in his Preſence, Your own former 
Experience ( Hort by Madam) may teltifie, That, when Chriſt 
withdrew, there was nothing heavier to your Soul: O, ſays 
the Soul, How long will his Chariot be in coming? How: 
long will his Chariot-wheels tarry? Mine, Eyes fail in look- 
ing up. And the poor Spouſe, when ſhe flumbered away 
Chriſt's lovely and kindly Suits and Calls, and when ſhe a- 
wakes and finds Chriſt gone, O then ſhe ſays, 145 Soul failed 
when he ſpoke; I ſought him, but I could not find him And 
then the Help of Fellow-chriſtians the mutt have; O 
Daughters of Jernſalem, Tell him that my Soul is fuck of Love. 
O but Chriſt's Room, when vacant, what can fill it up in the 
Believer's Soul? They mits the Lite, the Strength, the Ten- 
derneſs, the Light, the Nouriſhment, the Peace and joy, they 
had in his Company; and ſick they are till they get him. 
Again, they are ſick ot Love when he 1s preſent, as is very 
elear from the 24 of the Seng; ſhe is in the Banqueting- hon ſe, 
and his Banner over her was Love; and yet the is ſeeking 
more, Stay me with Flagons, and comfort me with Apples; for 1 


am lick of Love. Yea, there is ſomething in the new Creature 


ay groaning and longing, while he is in the Valley of Baca, 
and among the Mountains of the Leopards, and the Dens of the 
Lions, thirſting for Chriſt's Arms in Glory; when they will 
win to be moving in a Circle of eternal Love with their beſt 
Beloved : when Love will get its full Vent, in embracing, ad- 


miring, and praiſing. O that the Lord would prepare your 


Ladiſhip and me to our immediate Fruition, and haſten the 
Day when we will paſs through Jordan, over to the ſwoet 
Land that is on the other Side, where we will ſin no more, 
nor ſigh any more, where there will be no more Head-aches, 


nor 
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1 0 God! there ſere the Children of Men pus their Truſt 8 i 
under the Shadim oft by Wing .T hey ſhalt be abundantly ſatisfied with 
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nor Heart-achings, whereof your Ladiſhip has gotten a good 
Stare by this Time, Bid 2 x 

Now, to return to this ſweet SnbÞject ot free Grace. O blit 
Heaven is too high and noble a Prize, for any Thing elſe to 
purchaſe it, but the active and paſſwe Obedience of Chriſt! 
and to be given for, but freely by free Grace. O let us rejoice, 
that tis without Money and without Price! Pride would 
have it for a Price; Humility and Faith delires to hold the 
Charter of Heaven upon the Promiſes of free Grace: For my 
own Part, ſtark Nakedneſs by Nature and Practice, extreme 
Weakneſs and Want, conſtant Atheiſm and Carmahry, with . 
Formality in Duties, my unbelieving Departings from God,' 
and rhe Covenant of Promiſes purchaſed by the Blood of the 
Lamb, digging, out my Pools about Sinai that reducerh to 
Bondage: I fay, theſe (in ſome Meaſure) felt Evils will o- 
blige me, nill I, will I, to quit the Claim of Selt-righteouſ» 
nets ; for I think my own Clothes will abhor me. O but I 
think ſomecimes, I ſee the Inhabitants of the new Jera ſalem 
at beſt (tho glerioully ſhining in Holineſs) to be but a Compa- 
ny of ſuch Dyvours and Bankrupts, as we are our felves, in 
God's Count-book, according to the Law; therefore one of 
the eminenteſt of them ſays, Enter not into Judgment with thy 
Servant; for in thy Sight no Man living ſhall be juſtified, cxliu, 
Pial. 2V. But Glory to the Surety and Cautioner, who paid 
down all the lems of that Law-count-book; with the Father's 
Diſcharge at the Tail of ir, for him and his, and every one 
of his; and he muſt now be juſt, in juſtifying and diſcharging 
poor Dyvours that belicve in Jctus. And now our Head and 
ſweet Husband Keeps another Count-book-1n his Hand, where- 
in he telleth down all the Lens of his Merit, and all rhe De- 
grees of his Sufferings, in one Page of it; and all the Gifts he 
received of the Father, to diſtribute among his People; all 
their Privileges, and Benefits, and Graces ; and this Marginal- 
note aftixed to each, Even as J rereived of my Father, Theſe 
Gifts are on another Page of his Count-book, and all the dif- 
ferent Perfons, and their Names and Sirnames, that ate to en- 
Joy theſe Bleſſings and Gifts, on another Page ; all their Tur- 
nings and Exerciſes, their Tears, their Sorrows, their Hazards, 
their Joys, their Feſtival- days, their Journey-marches and Steps, 
are written on another Page ot this tweet Book of Lite, ME 

| K 2 Hus- 


tf for the 


E. Husband's Hand; on another Page he notes down all the hard 


Ulages they meet with in the World, all the Offences _ 


Wirones they get from Friend or Foe, all and every Word o 
a Reproach they have gotten in and from a wicked World, 
all the Grones and Cries the World extorted from them: He 
mores down, in this Page of Omniſciency, who was goed to 
him in his Members, and who was ill to him, who fed him 
and clothed him, who viſited him in his Members low Caſe 
and who were indifferent, in chanting to the Sound of the Viol 
and ftretching them: ſelves on Reds of Ivory, and were not grieved 
| Akten, of Joteph. 

O this will be both a comfortable and terrible Book! The 
Godly are comforted, and the Wicked confounded out of this 


Book. All theſe are the Accounts of the Product of the Fund 


of free Grae:. O to be daily reading this Book of Lite by 
Faith! tor Faith can only beit read this OoOk. O bleſſed He! 
who by his Death has diſanulled the Hand-writing of the bit» 
ter Law, that was againſt us; and has obtained a Hand- writ- 
ing of Grace, Mercy and Peace for us, an Aſſignation of a 
Crown of eternal Life for us. To which Purchaſe, and the 
Evidence thereof, I heartily with the Father of our Lord Jeius 
Chriſt may, by more and more Illumination, direct and lead 
your Ladiſhip, in your private Hours in Meditation, which 
may afford much ſpiritual Nouriſhment to Faith; and rells, 


Honoured Madam, | 
Tour Ladiſhip's worthleſs and fecklefs 
5 Servant in our Lord, 


| Harviefuun, April 29, J. MONRO, 
| 1713. 7 | | 
115 To my Lady Borthwick. 


a. 


2 —— 


— 4 


LETTER XVIII 


"Madam, Te, 5 
Ale by Diffance of Place we want mutual Conference, yet 
* > We arc not to Want mutual Sympathy, and Concern 


F 
i 
ff 
= 


- * 1 5 Wy N , 
; 5 | „ 
- * * oe 
' % \ 
- 


* 


for one another, in the Eove and Spirit of our dear and only- * 
Lord jeſus: and were I deficient in this Duty towards you, 
I would ſhew Ingratitude in an unaccountable Manner, you 
are one of theſe, who are more unmediarely on my Heart be- 
fore he Lord. I long to ſee you, or to hear particularly 
from you, how all is going with Reſpect to an once begun 
Wok of Grace; I hope the Hand of our lovely Zerubabel, 


ſtone with a Shout of Glory and Triumph. And tho' the Ma- 
terials of the Building, be a while a dreſſing and preparing 

the Stones a hewing and poliſhing, the Ground a digging for 
the Foundation; yet at length the Structure and Building, in 
his own Time, will be ſweetly connected, and reared up, to 
your own diſcernine, if ye tollow on to know the Lord us. 
Let your Beauty be, inwardly ſhining, that the Candle 
of Grace may be icen throueh the Lantron of the Outer- man, 
The King's Daughter is all glorious within, which makes her tbe 


ſaireſt among Women, Seud up many a hungry and greedy 
fa Look, towards the Steward ot our Father's Rouſe, that the 
the pitiful hungry Looks may pierce his Heart, thar you may 
11s get a lu eky Something, from hm; I would not give a Four- / 
ad hours Meal out of Chriit's fapyic and Myrrhe dropping Fin- 
ich gers, no for the whole umvertal Orb; a Bairn's Meal of Meat 
5 from Chrift,is better than Abaſuerns his Hundred and Fourſcore 


Days of feaiting with his Nobles. Be no ways married to the 
E Law; marry our worthy Lord jeſus Chriſt, and then 
et the Love of your Husband engage you to the Duties of the 
Law; if ye be married to the wounding and killing Law, ye 
O. will give Cbriſt C ſo to ſpeak) and your felt both, enough 40 
to heal you ; nay, Chriſt muft rent you and me from the 
Law, beſoic ever we get a glad Day upon Earth, upon ſo- 
lid Grounds : Chrift has a Way of his own to ſanctiſie his 
. People, altho he make them neither Papifs, Leg aliſts, nor 
5 Antinami ans, or loote Goſpellers, 1 find the ſmiting Law 
exaſperates the Spirits, and hardens the Heart: A Look of 
Chriſt has a better Effect indeed, and eſpecially when he puts in 
his Hand by the Hole of the Door ; obſerve the Paſſage, Can. 8. 
When your Soul is challenged by the Law, take the Chal»  * 
yet bas in your Hand, and let Chrilt fee it, and lay it allo on 
his Back who is yqur Cautioner, and let him give you a my 92 
, 3 77 2 me 
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who has begun to Build will Finiſh, and put on the Cap- 


99700 


miſe of the Covenant, to anſwer that Challenge (as worthy 


Keuter ſoord ſays:) If the Law ſays, you want - Repentance, 
return the Anſwer, and ſay, True it is, but my Husband is 
.an exalted Prince aul Saviour, te give Repentance and Remiſſion 


Sins to Iſrael. When ever you get a Promiſe, let the Difh | 


that reezives it be very deep and hollow: It will not abide in 
a ſhallow Diſh. Neither do 1 love a dry Promiſe; let it 
ſwim among the warm melting Tears of kindly Goſpel Con- 
viction, in the deep Veſtel of a broken Heart, and contrite 
Spirit e let this be your Mark of Chriſt's Viſits, and Goſ- 
-pel Diſeoveries. O how 15 the Heart melted down and war- 
med ! and how are the Bonds broken, and made to fall off! 
The Soul flows down with Joy, and kindly Sorrow, like a 
{weet, deep, ſtill River. I add no more, but recommends you 
to his rich Grace, who is able to fave to the uttermoſt all 
that come to the Father through him. I am, 


Har vifteun, May 15. Pour much obliged, but 
nig feckleſs Servant. 
To Mrs, Crawford at Glaſgow. J. MONRO 
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LETTER XIX. 


Honoured Madam, | 

AE L Things ſhall work tegetber for good, to them that love God, 
whe are the called according to his Purpoſe, Rom. 8. 28. 

This Day I have met with Oppoſition, being about worldly 
Trifles: But Glory to his Name, who makes them Things very 

{weer in the Iſſue. O, happy Soul, whoſe Troubles make it xun 
to the ſweet and raviſhing hiding Places of the Promiſes! I 
have now win te a Calm, and Serenity of Spirit, more than 
ever, immediately after, and ſometimes in the midſt ef the 
Waves; a ſoftning of the Heart in ſome Meaſure enſues up- 
on a moſt kindly View of my own Sin, being the primary 
Source of any Piece of Trial I meet with; and then I find the 
Word molt refreſhing and comforting, and the Rancor of the 
Heart broken, both wich reſpect to God, aud my Offenders : 
+ To Day chat Word was à Cordial, Pſal. y1. 15. He fhall call 

tka BE; | upon 
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pen me, and 1 will anſwer him; 1 will be with bim in 
, reuble, 7 will deliver him, ant hongur him 3 with the 
is {Verſe before, and after. O for more of a Son: like, and 
* Child-like Spirit, to kiſs the Rod! Grace makes ſweet 
uh and pretty Turns in the Soul, purely ſuper and preter- natu- 
** ral. I am made to wonder, now and then, at our dear Lord's 
* Love, who tho* he complains, that Iſrael's Practiee has beem 
on. MY to the Provocation of his Anger, from the Day he broughe | 
rite ¶ them out of Egypt, to that very Day; yet tis ſaid, He reproves 
"of. Lines for their ſake ; we have heard it, and kave ſeen it, in the 
ar. Ci of our God. he has old Kindneſs, even for his ſinful Peo- 
141 pe. Wo to the Offenders of his little Ones: The Lord keep me 
e from that Sin; but my Soul inclines to ſing his Praiſe, for his 
ou great and precious Promiſes; O! they have the Med iator's Hue, 
all and ſmell fragrantly of Grace; they are ſet on a Socket and Ba- 
ſis of everlaſting Love; they are frongly guarded with the ador- 
able Attributes of the divine Effence : Four of the greareft and 
mightieſt of them attend them, ( viz. the Promiſes.) at ey | 
) Turn of Action, Omnipoteney, Omniſeieney, Faithfulneſs and 
Goodneſs; they were conceived by everlaſting Love, and 
WE: brought to the Birth, by mediatory Merit, and Purchaſe : 80 
they are all over divine Promiſcs, and when applied by the 
Hand of our Phyſician, they heal, they warm and cherith the 
new Creatures Blood; they are the Wine that cheereth tlie 
Heart, and the Bread that {trengthneth the ſame; and yet 
they are our By-board Feaſts, and our Inns-previſion, tho 


thy 
nee, 


od, {ent out of our Father's Houſe, O what then will our Mn 

| Marriage- ſupper with the Lamb be! And all the fair Com- 

iy pany of the reſt of our dear Brethren and Siſters, who have got 

Ty the Staxt of us to his bleſſed Arms, and eternal Manſions; who 

un never weary there, and never offer to come back to us, to this 

1 dark, cold/{moky Houſe. Let us wait, and feed on ſuch Heas 

an ven's Cheer, as we have, till we be up with our ſweet and 

he lovely, infinitely lovely and precious Lord Jeſus, whoſe I hoe 

p- your Ladiſhip is, and worthleſs me alſo, who am, 3 

ry vb Hondured Madam, 2 e 

"ve Haryiftoun, Aug. 13. Towr Ladiſhip's very bumble Servant). © 

he / 1713. An our dear Lord, l 
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LETTER XX. 
Pery Reverend and worthy Sir, | 


Our laſt Viſit. to us, with your worthy Colleague, has been 5 
BS. , {weetly ordered by adorable Pr. vidence, for our Com- 1 
fort and Good, and, as you know, for extricating out of - 
Snares, deſigned by Men of too politick Deſigns: His Praiſe be h 
highly advanced, who has a tender Care of bis Peoples poor pi 10 
Ones, and who ſaves the Children of the Needy, Plal. Ixxii. 4. 12 | 
And tho' there was no ſinall Stir here, anent the Way of [:2v 
managing the Work, the ſol:mn Work of commemorating our a 
dear Lord his Death, in ordering the Diets of preaching; o- Lo 8 
therwiſe than as it was concerted by the Miniſters of our "0 
Bounds : And tho' the Odium of Want of Conduct, aud 5 * 
tender Regard to the Peace and Unity ef the Church, be caſt Jef 
upon us; yet, to our Obſervation, much Divine Conduct has | © 0 
been in it, in Favours of this poor People, of whoſe Edifica- I; - 
tion and Comfort, with Reſpect to publick Matters, there is 
too little Regard, But we muſt reſolve to mect with Oppoſi- 
tion in the leaſt Meaſure of Teſtimony for our Sovereign Chriti's I 
Rights in, and over his Church. „ - +5: 5+ 
When yon parted with us, ye know I was. under a Fit of . 

Spiritual Melancholy, aggravated with natural Melancholy; 
but the Iſſue of it was, I was led in to ice the Imprels of deep 
Vanity on every ſublunary Being, and mace to ery out, No 
Heaven, no Farth, no Angel, no Saint, no Miniſter, no 3% 
- Chriſtian, no Honour, no Riches, no Corn, no Wine, no Oil, 
no Being without precious Chritt, cyery thing is unpleaſant FUL 
without him; fo was eaſed and refreſhed, when 1 got ſome 
-» Hetle Time to converte with God by Prayer, being enlarged, 
with that ſweer Seripture, Pſal. Ix x11. 25, 26. Whom: have I H 1 
in Heaven but thee? and in the Earth there is none that I de ſire be- 
| ſides thee, & e. O Sir, you and I have good Reaſon to bleſs 
the Lord, who gave us Counſel, to buy the Pearl himſelf, and Ithe 
to buy the Field for the hidden Treaſure's ſake $; O! but Heas 7m. :: 
ven without Chrift, that bright Sum of Divine Rigkteouſneſs, 
=: JM . 54 
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Fits moſt unaccetſible, by Reaſon of Highneſs; and Straightneſs; 


and ſince be is our dwelling Place in al Generations, Pfal. xe: 14 q 


ETY 


n 3.4 2 .( a 73 ' | * | 
is but a dark and Heartleſs Lodging to a Sinner! we are natu⸗ 
ralized Inhabitants of Heaven, even here away by Faith, be- 
cauſe our Husband, and honoured exalted Brother, is the King's 
Subſtitute over all the Corners and Bounds of Inmanzel's 
Land: Grace and Glory are near of Kin, the one like the ſtalk 
and the other the full Ear; but both grows upon that ſwekt 
and precious Foundation Stone laid in Zion, that renowned 
Branch, and Root of Jeſſe, ſpoken ot in the xi. of Ia. i. 10. v. 
and in the Ixxxix. Pſal. and in the lxxii. Pſalm. © 
For my own Part, if my Sap and Fruit had not been ſound 
by Faith in the Root of that ſtrong Oak Tree, Iſaiab vi. laſt v. 
when all my Leaves are withered, I wou'd not know what to 
do, or how, or where to look; God-wards 1 durſt not look, 
Law, Conſcience-wards I durſt not, Promiſe-wards neither, 
if they had not been yea, and Amen in bim; how unſtedfaſt 
and perfidious am J in his Covenant: And I needed never 
knock at that Door, if the Covenant flood not faſt in aud 
with him; he is the talleſt Cedar in Lebanon, upon whoſe 
Branches my Soul would incline, (as one ot the Birds of the 
celeſtial Regions) to ſing with Delectation, Pſal; civ. 12. 
O lovely Cedar that is full of Sap, as well as of Strength, 
Height and Beauty! O green and uſeful Fir Tree, wherein 
we like the Stork are to build our Neſts! ſince of all Trees 
to pull down the Nett off its Branches. 3 
Velternight I deſired of the Lord, That he would come re- 
markably, and make my Soul his Houſe, Temple and dwel- 
ling, that his Throne might be ſet in the chiefeſt Affections; 
viz, Love, Delight, Deſire always and for ay, Song 1. 3 14 
10, 16. that Faith might be Porter, Fo. x. 3. rhe underſtand- 
ing might be the Doors and Windows of his Temple, Eph. 1 
17, 18. and that the Will might be his Servant and bumble 
Attendant, his Table, to lay down upon it what” he pleaſed; _ 
Afts ix. 6: So Chriſt might be in methe Hope of Glory: 


thought, in ſinging a part of the 27 Pſalm, in my ordinar 7 
in the Family, my. Soul went out with the Pfalmiſt in the 4th, 5 
and 5th Verſes, to Pray, that I might dwell in the Houſe of _ = 
the Lord all the Days of my Life, to behold his Beauty, and in- 
ire in his Temple, chat I might (in Trouble) be hid in his 
R 1 
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Ihe humanity of Chriſt being the View I had gotten of thi 
Houſe, Pavilion and Tabernaele ; and ſince the Divine ſulneſi 
of the God-head dwels bodily in him, it is a ſweet dwelling 
Place, tryſting, reconcilling and ſupplying Tabernacle, not 
like the Tent at Shiloh, to be left altogerher at laſt, and nc 
Iſraelite to reſort thither any more; nor like Solomon g, to b 
eltroyed and burnt up, but to remain for evermore, Amen 
 Fohn the Divine ſaw this ſame bleſſed Temple, viz. The Lord x, 
God and the Lamb, as the only Temple in the new Jeruſalem fy, v 
So I was led ont to ſeek after that glorious Union, ſpoken of. 
\ fic 


by himſelf in his laſt Will on Earth, Fo. xiv. 20, and Chap, 
XV. 4, 5. verſes ; O how wonderful is that Union! O how 
High is it! The Father, and Son, and Sinner, exprelly in the Y "0% 
20 v. above - mentioned altogether Unite, a Reſemblanee of the x! 
Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of Eſſence; O Angels won- 
der! What is Man that thou ſhould'{t thus be mindful of him? 
Or the Son of Man that thou ſhouldeſt hus Viſit him? Tho? 
lower by Creation than Angels, yet in this Matter by the new 
Creation far above them, crowned with Glory and Honour. 
Now Sir, look about you, and fee who thou art, and what 
thou art by our worthy Lord's free Donation and Purchaſe ; 
O Preach him and Praiſe him, with ſinging Voice, Act ſtre- 
nuouſly for him and his Glory, play the Man on his Field, 
tho all ſhould Cry him down in this black Day of Temptati- 
on, Strife, Deſertion and Indignation. Iwould deſire the Faveur 
of a Line from you, ſhewing how it is with yeu, ſince you 
hear, that I have heard to my Grief, that you have fallen off 
my Horſe, when you went in to the Town that Night, You 
are in a kind Hand; I have got the Equivalent of that ſince 
you were here, but I oblerye Mercy attending me, By my 
next God willing) I may ſhew you ſomething of my Ex- 
oereciſe, as to the Matter of Seperation : Give my belt Reſpects 
to your kind Bed-fellow, to Mr. Ralph Are ſtine, to worthy 
Mr. Mair and his Wife, to Mr. Hig. and his Wife; I may 
probably Write to them. I Reſt with my ſincere aud -cordial 
good wiſhes, to you and yours, in our Dear Lord. 
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Reverend Sir. 8 * 
Havi foun Aug uſt 30. Tours in all due Obedience. 
4713, | JL. MONRO. # 


To Mr. Parrick Plenderlieth at San. EI 
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LETTER XXL. 
43 - 3 br 4 r o 9 85 4%, Bee * 
= Reverend, worthy and dear Sir, e N 
pPromiſed to write to you, when I parted with you at Cu. 
; and tho I Had not promiſed it, yet I keep always an 
Affection for you, and reſpect to you, as one of. our precious 
Ford jeſus his worthy. Witneſſes, in this degenerate and fad 
Day; and 1 think-I-find my Heart warming within me to- 
aas che Followers of the Lamb; tho for my own Part, I 
Em one of the molt unworthieſt, that ever ſet their Hand to 
he Plough of a Chriſtian Protetlion ;. I am aſhamed, bluſh, 
and hide my ſelf in the Dutt, when I look to my ſelf, and m 
Work; my Feet are black, by Reaſon of Sin, the Sun lockt 
upon me, ſo overcomes me, that I become Brother to the Publi- 
can in the Golpel, I dare not ſometimes ſo much as look up, my. 
Sentence is within my own Breaſt, Lam made to abhor my ft 
in Duſt and Aſhes; I obſerve in my Exerciſes two different &6 | 
of Convictions, I have felt both this ſame Day. The firſt, in 
order of Nature and Operation, is a legal Conviction, coming 
in from an 1mward Senſe of Sin, ſeated in the Conſcience; this 
I perceive Weights, Wounds, and Torments me, when the 
Law in the Mind, meets with the revealed Law in the Word, 
upon the Occaſion of Hearing, Reading, Conference or Medi- 
tation; then tlie Court being ſer already in the Conſcience, the 
Witneſs in my ſelf, and the Witneſs of che Word, ſpeaking as 
with one Breath, they draw up the Libel, prove it, and then 1 
find my ſelf apprehended, and ſentenced as Guilty: Oh! many, 
many a Time do I find this; ſo that tho my Soul is made 
to flee to the Lord of Life, who ſits upon the Mercy Seat, and 
a Throne of free Grace, and wraps my ſelf in his Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſaying, In the Lord Je ſus bave 1 Righteouſneſs and Strength; 
and 1 am black but comely, O ye Daughters of Jeruſalem, as the 
Tents of Kedar, 4nd as the Curtains of Solomon: Yet, I ſay 
tho'-runniug to the Refuge, Lam made earneſtly upon the Back 
of legal Convictions, to cry for Holineſs: I greatly love and 
adimire the*Deauity of Folie Fthink my Heart runs out al- 

| | | 2 | orer 27 
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ter it; eſpecially when I read conditional Promiſes, ſuch" ag 
that, 58 of ſais, and other Places. All that I find theſe Con- 
yictions do, is to chaſe me to another Airth for Help, than to 
the Law in the Hand of an abſolute God, and puts me. to 
Prayer, and (hews me in ſome Meaſure my Vileneſs. But the 


ſecond Sort of Conviction, with which my Seul was refreſn. 
ed this Day, is when the Lord comes with a Goſpel Sentence 


£ 
* * 


into the Soul, and ſhines upon the Word, and enables the | 


Soul to make particular, clois Application, after former damps 
for a ſinful Nature and Practiſe : .O how does it melt down 
all the Soul, in a Flood of Tenderneſs; Sweetneſs is found then 
indeed dropped moſt ſenſibly by the Spirit of the living God, 
A2 Meal from the high Table of everlaſting Love, covered richly 
with Goſpel Grace. My Word to Day was firlt brought in, 
when in private Prayer, Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you ; 
for you are not under the Law, but under Grace. My; Fear is fre- 
qoently, Oh! one Day, or other, I (hall fall by the Hand of 
Saul, viz. My Idols and Luſts; and ſo the Lord was pleaſed 
to pity, in ſhining upon that Word, in which I was made, 
to ſee theſe Things briefly. © | Ss 
Firſt, That the Soul, wreſtling and rowing againſt the Force 
and Stream of Corruption, has the deſirable Harbour of the 
Promiſe to look and get into; Sin ſhall not, &c. Secondly, 
That Sin is the, only principal Enemy, the poor Soul is plagued 
with, called a Body of Sin and Death. Thirdh, That the final 
and total Prevaleney of Sin is the Believer's Fear; no Enemy 
ſo formidable, no Conqueſt ſo Fearſome, as Sin's Conqueſt o- 
yer the Soul, that abhors it. Fourthiy, That the ſtruggling Soul 
needs the Cordial of Promiſes, to fortify its Spixits in the 
Conflict, and requires Adyance-money to maintain it in its 
Warfare, in the forgoing ver. the believing Romans are exhort- 
ed to wield their Members, as Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs unto 
GOD, and not as Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs | 


| unto Sin; 
and leſt poor Souls ſhould utterly diſpond from the Ex- 


perience of the Strength and Power of Corruption with- | 


in, and their frequent Falls, and cry our, Oh! I 
need not try this Buſineſs again, I no ſooner engage 
than I am preſently overcome with Sin, therefore it is ſaid, For 
Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you, Fight on with that Giant 
till your Second (bleſſed Jeſus) come, and he Will be alike with 


din, 


L925 "2 
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N 
David, he will kill the Pbiliſtine, and make himſelf uon e be 


Baal per Aim, the Lord of the Breaches, 1 Chron. 14. 1 1. 80 our : 
bleſſed Captain and General gives a comfortable Certificas, 


the tion, for Sin ſpall not have Dominion over you, &. Fifth= 
e(h« fy, That we are to believe the Language of the Promiſe, more 
ence than the Langnage ot our own Hearts; of Faith, more than 
the Not Unbelief: We are ready by Uubelief to conclude, one Day or 
nps other, J will fall by the Handi ef Saul; yet, Faith ſays, Sin ſhall not 
n have Dominion: Hereby looking to, and trutting in that ſweet 
hen Name JESUS a Saviour, and gripping that, and ſuch like 
od, Promiſes, I will ſubdue hour Iniquities ; 1 will fprinkle clean Wa- 


hly ter #pon you, Ac. Sixthly, That it is to Believers united toChriſt, 
wy who are. Branches in that noble Vine, that that Charter be- 


9 longs, Sin ſhall not have Dominien over Jos, -&c, To others 
= this CGertificatiou belongs, ſareh, this Iniquity ſhall not he purged 
0 


from you, till ye die, ſaith the Lord God of Haſts, Iſa. 22. 14. 


Sin, he will give it the lat Blow, like valiant Abiſhal Eeſeuing. 


O what a Mercy! to be a Member of t 
Iſrael, to, whom belongs the Adoption, and the Promiſes, Rom. 9. 
4. We are born again, and that to no mean Inheritance indeed, 
the Adoption, and the Promiſes. Seventhly, That fin ſeeketh no 
leſs then the total Domination, Rule and Power, and would ſit 
upon the Throne; it ſeeks avaritioully not only Houſe- toom, 
but the whole Goyernment; like Adonijah, and like Athaliah \ 
would kill all the feed Royal, and ſit upon the Throne her ſelf: 
Ay, but our Victory lies in the Promiſe, Solomon ſhallReign 3 
for Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you, there is a young Child 
brought up in the Houle of the Lord and hid there, that will 
be the · Means of Athaliah's Death; our Jebojada lives, bleſſed 
be his Name: I perceive, while Szal is upon the Throne, 
poor David is toſſed like a Partridge in the Wilderneſs: Grave 
is hidden, as it were in a Cave, and Saul has an Army pur- 
ſuing the quieteſt breathings of Grace, if it were no more But 
our longing for the Bridegroom's Company, and the 
of ours towards him, in comes Creature Love, Deſires 
after the World, and Pleaſure; in comes Laſineſs and Securi- 
ty, and calts Water upon the little Spunk of Spiritual and 
lively Longings and. Deſires ; ay, but I may ſay to ſweet Ex- 
rience, that Chriſts own ſenſible Preſente, in the ſweer, 
Word of the. Golpel, was the fix Mean of quiekning aan 


% 


| - 


Cammon Wealt h- of * 


eſires 


and frequently is, O but hen David | himſelf motints the 


CME» 
Throne, it is with great:Solemnicy, and great Joy in /j-ael; 
and ſo it will be (vhen Sin is finally conquered-) with the 
— toſſed Soul; Sin may get Houſe-room for a while, for the 


Promiſe does not ſecure from that; but from Dominion it 
ſecures. | n 


From the Second Branch of the Words, I was made to ob- 
ſerve 1, That the preaching of glad Tidings; Salvation by free 
Grace, is the beſt Medicine for Law: Wounds; this proves 
Iike the Sounding of the Trumpet, proclaiming, the Year of 
Jubilee, the aceeptable Year of the Lord, to poor Bond Ser- 
vants, and Debiters; and Priſoners. 24h, That Goſpel En- 
couragements and Promiſes are more efſectual, in quickning 
the Soul towards Obedience, than all the Precepts and mi- 
naces of the Law; the Lord drawing the Soul by the Cords of 
Love this Way, and not Pell-mel, by Dint of Law: Chriſt 
dying and undergoing the Penalty of the Law, thereby raking 
away the Hand Mriting of Ordinances, and becoming a Carſe for us, 
&c. He has made s 4 Mountains to become a Plain before us, 
made crooked T hings ſtraight, exalted the Valleys, aud ſo pre- 
pared the Viay of the Lord's Grace before us; thereby drawing 
us to himſelf; this adminiſters Life to poor Things, and in 
this prepared Way the Miniftration of the Spirit runs towards 


the Elect, O let us rejoice that Grace and Truth came by je- 


ſus Chriſt! And let us fit under this fruitfull Vine, and 
fat Olive, with great Delight. 34h), That tho' the Lord once 
and again ſhews his People, that the Miniſtration of Death 
is by the Law, and that by the Deeds of the Law, no Man 


can be juſtified in the ſight of GOD; yet we have ſuch a 


hanker after it, and Aeceptance this Way, that it muſt fre- 


_ quently be taught us, as a new Leſſon, that we are not under 


the-Law, but under Grace, that that Diſpenſation of Grace, 
that came by Jeſus Chriſt, muſt only be our Refuge and Reſt: 


- This Folly is naturally bound up in the Hearts of his Children, 
and their Conſolations and Sorrows are proportioned fequent- 


ly, to what Meaſure of Light is enjoyed, viz, Pure Evange- 
heal Light, or what legal Bondage and Darkneſs ſeizes on the 
Soul, with reſpect to the Goſpel Covenant ; tho I cannot de- 
ny but Sin and. Duty are allowed their own Meaſure of Sore 
row, and Comforts, whik:the warm Impreſſion of either is 
* . | upon 


—_— * 
upon the Conſeienee. O but the Word is 2 deep Fountain 


whence many 2 Bueket may be draun up, and yet never drawn 
ary, This has been 4 freer Feat Day in Priva that 


Goſpel Paſſage. That Word has likewiſe been 4 {weet 
de Lead, and your 'Life is hid in Cbriſt with God, 


the * x) 
vic Wn , 2s to the Publick, The Oath of Atjuration has | 
. cgended me, that (to this Day) had never great Freedom, to 

ob- hear any Who had {worn. the ſame ; Miniſters thereby rende- 
free ring chemielves like unſavory Salt, to the Gu of the God ly, 
ves and ſo troden upon by the Foot of Men, with teſpect to pri- 

of vate Eſtimation : L am now brought the length, of getting 

c 


ſome Freedom to hear tome of the Jurants, by th e Conſidera- 


tions. 3 
Firſt, I fnd total Separation dangerous, except in Caſes clear 
beyoud Doubt, or Controverſy with the Generality of the 
Godly ; how many have of old and of late run to lamentable 
Extreans by this practice? Secondly, I fear that Seripture that 
he chat ſaith, Stand by thy ſelt, 1 am Holier than thou, is as 4 
Smoak in the Lord's Noſe, Ila. Ixve 5- and what Chriſt ſays, 
Why beboldeft t ben the Mote that is in thy Brother's Eye, and 
the Beam that is in thine own Eye? Thou Hipo- 
d out the Beam out of thine own Eye, Cc. 
think, who am 17 That I ſhould caſt a flone at any; eſpe- 
cially a believing Brother, ſince I am not without my own 
black Spots. zah, I conſider, that *tis hard for me to lift up 
he Work of the Sanctuary; the Beauty where-. 
of is unity in the Love of the Lord Jeſus, when Court Malig- 
nants, and Friends are at —42855 up the Stakes of our Church 
Condlitution; yea, even b ack as our Church is, full of Spots 
as ſhe is, I ſometimes think, it were more Solid, Wiſe, and 
Chriltian, tho with a ſore Heart and a mourning Eye, to 
hide our Mother's Nakedneſs, like Shem and Fapheth, the Sons 
of Noah; whoſe Practice is. commended by the Law of G 
and Nature, and backed with the Bleſſing ; be ſinned ſhame- 
fully, yet they hid hie Nakednels. ably, This Practice ob- 
gructs the Fxcereiſe of Chriftian Love exceedingly, and mars 
Eaification ; in ſhort, it Joes much Evil, except in neceſſary 
and clear Caſes. I beg the Fayour of a Line from you, (hew- 


ing what Light the Lord has givch your ſelf, in the Ma- 
| | 8 


LE. 


— 


4 


thaye 7 
e 


caff; 


= Ought, and can a Chriſtian, upon the Views of Chriſt's 
od wr Santlification, as well as our Wiſdom, 
mfort, and hye Dee notwithſtand- 
um daily, and 

inc{s as the Fruit of ſaving Faith that worketh 
4 tion, or Opegation to his Apprehenſion? I ſay, 
ought be to entertain Comfort, without enſnaring himſelf in- 
Antinomianiſm ? If you ean take up my Meahing 
in a few Words, I want to be ſome Way informed, by a few 


Peing made of 
&c, to receive 
ing he fixds( 
vo inherent Ho 
by Love, in 


ruptions breaking looſe upon 


to practical 


Legaliſt, and looſe Goſpeller. 1 reſt, with my entire Reſpe 
and Love remembred to you, m wut 
©1173. 1D 2 1 

Reverend Sir, 
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To his dear Brother Tho. Monro at Dunrobin: 


Ah very dear Brother, 9 > 
1 Received yours, of the Date of the 14th of December 1a(t: 
1 and 1 am glad to hear of my honeſt Father's Health, and 

your own, and Bed-fellows, and Silters, and all other our 
neareſt Relations; and likewiſe am refreſhed by the Poſtſcript 

of your Letter relating your own Soul's Cafe, how: that De- 
ſire is not dormant, but rather ſet on Edge towards faving II- 


a Sight of the King in his Beauty, and Iikewiſe that you long 
for ſpiritual Life, to live not by Bread alone, but by Faith. 


theſe Things than formerly,  . . . 
Dear Brother, I am hopeful the Lord is at Hand, to give 


| vid 
i 7 5 


- 5 


N 90 8 | * ö 4 80 | N ; 
bas 4:4, $4158 - bl COD C53 YET 072 
ter of hearing e jurant Brethren * and T would 
| thoughts upon a Queſtien, I cannot get well worded, 


* 


P how to keep a Goſpel Mid-way betwixt the 


18 "= | Durs, in zur dear Lord eſat, ? 
Harvieſtoun, Nov. I. MONRO; 
1713. Nenn 


lumination, in the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus, and towards 
Glad am I, to find that your Heart is more enlarged after 
7 N f 


your Soul a noble Caſt of his free Grace, which ye want yer, 


15. 


cen 


oxc 
at! 
ple 1 
e | 
tis 
us 


n 
Ie to be made willing in the Day of bis great Power, ye have 
Leen in ſome Meaſure convinced of your natural State: The 


ord has perſuaded you of your being in a Chrittleſs State: by | 
ature, and now you long for his Coming. Wait and be hum- 


and: le under his Hand, that in due Time he may exalt your Soul: 
and Wc has promiſed that the Hungry after Righteouſneſs. ſhall be 
keth Wtisficd, Mat. 5. 6. And you are called to look to him, who 
ſay eisfieth the longing Soul, and fillet h the hungry Soul with Goodneſs, + 
Fin: I. 107. 9. For your Encouragement, affure-your felf, that 
ning ur gracious God meaneth well towards you, when he kind- 
few ech ſuch longing Deſires in your Soul ; for 'tis a Symptom of 
- th ile, or at leaſt the Motions of the Spirit of Lite, upon and o- 
pee er the confuſed Chaos of a dead and deformed Soul by Na- 
Pure. which is promiſing of a new Creation : For, the Belie- 
 {Mcr's Deſires flow from a Living, inward Prineiple of Life, im 
„ Wanted in the Soul by virtue of Union with the Lord of Iafe 
O. by Faith, according te his own Promiſe, Fehn 7. 38. He that 


believeth on me, 4s the Scripture hath ſaid; out of his Belly ſhall flow 
Rivers of living Waters, Again, deſires enlarged, and ſharp, - 
as Rutherford ſays, are his Arles given to the Soul; and (ſays 
he) will the Lord loſe his Earneſt? Indeed he will not; fo 
for my own Part I would give you this Advice, as the pro- 
pereſt I can pretend ro know, which is, to ly down in the. 
Dutt before the Lord, take with the Puniſhment of your Int 

quity, let your Mouth be ſtopped, and becoime you guilty be- 

fore God; have nothing to objeR, tho* the Lord ſhould caſt 
alt; WW you out of his Preſence for ever : Thus intellectually acquieſeing 
nd in his adorable Juftice, tho* he ſhould deny his Son, his Spixit, 
Dir and Favour. Thus, you know; ſound Divines ſay, The En- 
ipt mity and Rancour of proud Nature is laid, and the Way ſweet⸗ 
De- ly prepared for the Lord jeſus his eoming viſibly and ſenſibly; 
II- with Power and Glory into the Soul; and this makes free 
Grace be very ſavory, and Chriſt very precious. O tis a ble 


bg ſed Frame of Spirit! Tis a ſweet Piece of Preparation: This 
th. ſmooths the Soul, and breaks the rough Clods, that the Seed 
ter unmortal may be town in the E eld. 
24h, Believe, but beware of Suſpending Faith ( by limiting 
ive the holy one of Iſrael) untill, ye find ſoch and ſuch Degrees 
et, of Conviction, and the abovementioned Humiliation; give 


our wife G0 D himſelt leave to Work as he pleaſeth, bur be 
„% 3 ESI 


3 ( 82 ) 
you always about his Hand, waiting until. he give you to 

eve, until you believe n ching you can do will be thought 
of, or yet accepted, you will be always a Stranger to a Goſpel 
Way of Salvation, Believing goes before SanCtification, Be. 
lieving gots before Repentance unto Life; by the Strings and 
Breathings of Faith Life is felt and evidenced, but noways be- 
fore: A Soul without Faith, is but like a Body without a Hr 
Soul, a dead, cold Lump. So Faith uniting to, and receiy- F lo 
Ing Chriſt, the bleſſed ſecond Adam, the quickning Spirit, be- 
comes the Soul of: the Soul, or the Life of the Soul ; when 
GOD makes willing in a Day of Power, he then ui 
breaths the breath of Life into the Soul; ſo it becomes a living 
Soul, endued with ſpiritual and Jively Faculties, Illumina- Noe 
tion in the underſtanding of, the glorious Goſpel Mylteries 
hidden formerly from the Soul, but now revealed; Read A; 
Xxvi, 18, ſo opening the Eyes, turning from Darkneſs to 
Lighr, Eph. 1. 17, 13. So the Lord gives the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Revelation in the knowledge of him, enlightning the Eyes of the in 
i 0 know the hope of his calling &c. Joh. g. 25. Cl 
The Lord makes tbe Soul feel ſenſibly ( with the blind Man) and ind 
to know that before he was Blind, but now he ſeerh. O ! bur cf 
by Faith there is a Window opened in the Soul, ro receive he 
many a {weet Ray, and glorious Beam of Lovely Chriſt, the con 
the Son of Righteouſneſs, in the Orb of the Goſpel ; and as Let 
Faith endueth with an enlightned Underſtanding, ſo with a Ch 
conquered Will, an obedient ſubmiſſive will; Saul cryed out Hl. 
after he had ſeen a great Light about him, as he went toDamaſ- Ch 
cus, Acts ix. 6; What wilt thou hade me to do, Lord? His Will 
was before entirely at Satan's Beck, and the chief Prieſts, but Re 
now he ſces Chritt ; and hears Chriſt's Voice, and there is a We 
ſudden turn wrought upon his Will; he ſubjects it to a new- leq 
ly revealed Lord : This 1s a Supernatural Work indeed. boy 
Thus Chriſt goes into a far Country, to get himſelf a King- 55 
dom, Lake xix. 12. his Throne mult be fixed in the Will, as 1s 
elear in the Caſe of Covetous Zac bent, Worldly Matthew, 7 4 
the eruel Jaylor, the Diſeiples when ealled from r awful ub 


71 


Employments, to follow one they know not well; there was Ml '* 
a ({range Ethicacy in Chriſt's Word and Call. As the under- cle; 
ſtanding is the immediate Province of Chriſt's prophetical Of- lay 
fice, ſo the will is the Province of his Kingly Office: So ip- th 
N a _ deed | 


2 1 
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| =_ þyChriſt'sBlood, and free Grace, and unto the Righteoul- | 


ef of Sanctification, by gratefull, cheerfull Obedience to his 


Will. O che; {weet Eflects of Faith! That Cardinal, Mother 


ut a ring Grace, if I may fo call it, without-prejudice to the 
ei. orable Aut hor and Finiſher thereof, Jeſus Chriſt. 


- be. 34, Faith, from once it's given to, and dropped like a 
vhen ickle Muſtard ſeed, and breathed into the Soul, O how 1t 
| ickens the affection! like the main. Spririg of a Watch, ſets 


th n 5 
wich Il the Wheels in Motion; yet ſo, as united together : O how 
nnz oes Love agitate in the two great Parts thereof, in Delight and 

WD clirc ! Pſal. baxiii. 25. When: have 1 in Heaven, but thee ? and 


f 

"I, there is none upon Earth, that 1 deſire beſides Thee. Nothing 
& ro ball be able to ſeparate us from the Love of Chrift Jeſus our 
| ord. O what a highSpring of the Affection of Love is there 


Htbe in © viii. of the Romans from the 35 V+ downwards to the 


Cloſe! *Tis a ſtrong, ſweet and ſure Marriage Tie and Bond 


) and indeed. O how lively and ſavoury is the Churches Love to 
but! leſus Chriſt! Repreſented in the Song. v. Cb. 10 v. to the End. 


ceivel dbe is pained with a Senſe of Short-coming, in praiſing and 
„ the commending him, and Sums up all in this, He is altogether” 
A as Ley. She begins, and ſays, He if White and Ruddy, and the 


ch 2 Chief of Ten Thon ſands; and as nonpluſs d ends the Deſeription, 
1 out His Mouth is moft fours, we trow you indeed, Spouſe of | 


Chriit ) and He is altoget Lovely, O to be caſt in ſuch a Love 
Will Fever, if never ſo long! Good news, that this Love ſhall 
Reign in Heaven with the neceſſary Ballaſt of Perfection, which 
we want ſadly here, So this Love flows from Faith, as a con- 


deed, | bovementioned, my Beloved did put in his hand ly the hole of the 


King- 2 theſe are gracious Influences, & what are the Effects ? my 
as 18 owels were moved for bim: 1 roſe up to open 10 9 beloved, & e. 
tthew I opened 10 beloved, here is the Act of Faith, and then flow * 


up the Affections to an abſent -Husband, The Apolile Hke- 
wiſe in the forecited Paſſage, Rom. viil, makes this Love' 


deed alſo maketh Interceſſuon for us. And then, follows that relo- 
| lute Love-adherence to 3 & as foreſaid; fo Faith makeththe 


FP 
: 3 


1ced with the Heart Man zelieveth unto Righteouſneſs ; G O Do 
ngageth the Heart by Faith unto the Righteouſneſs of Juſti- 


ſequent thereof; the Spouſe ſays in the 5th of the Song a- 


clearly to appear, as a Copſequent of Faith, he ſays, Who ſhall 
lay any Thing to the Charge of GO D's Eleft © "ths 0 that 
7uſtifieth, who is he that „demnetb? tis Chriſt that died, why. 


Paſſions 


| G | 
Paſſions to be Spiritualized, and to receive a new Stamp, Joy 
is not Carnal, but Holy, Spiritual and durable, upon the 
account of iO D's Glory, and the Soul's own Salvation: 
Sorrow 1s after a Godly, Humble Sort, fer publick, National 
and Perſonal Sins, and Failings: Fear is Evangelical, it I may Wh 
ſo ſay, not Slaviſh, but filial ; not Deſperate, Terrifying and 
Killing, but Drawing, Engaging, and Strengthning towards 
the Lord, and Dury, as Compounded with Love ; Hatred is 
only at Sin in the believing Soul, and at Sinners, and their Way 
and Company, as Sinners and Enemies to GOD, not as Men; 
Anger is cxereiſed towards themſelves, as the effects of Faith; 
for holding off ſo long from Chriſt as they have done, and to- 
wards the Enemies of their well Beloved's Crown and Digni- 
ty, Cc. O the noble Grace of Faith! when Faith is given, all 
Things becomes new, the Conſcience, that was formerly Bit- 
ing, Accuſing and Condemmng, it now ſprinkled from Dead 
Works, to ſerve the living GO D; The Memory is in, ſome 
Meaſure capacitated, to retain a laſting Impreſſion of GO D's 
gracious Dealings towards their Souls, not like Iſrael, who ſan 
his Praiſe, and ſoon forgot his mighty Works, with delight — 
Pleaſure they read the printed Records of their own Souls Ex- 
periences, they will remember the Lord from the Land of the 
Hermonites, from the Hill Mizar, Pſal. 42, 6, ye mind Soars 
toward Celeſtial Things, the Spirit of the Mind being renew- 
ed, it's ſet in a Right Channel, and at reſt in a great Meaſure, 
from the vain and weary Rovines thereof after every Shad- 
dow, tis ſolidated by Faith, tho formerly it was lighter than 
the very Wind. | 3, 
Now, after the Hint given of the Efficacy, and Fruits of 
Faith, tho? but very Lame, I would give two neceſſary Cau- 
tions, with Reſpect to what was ſaid. Firf, Pray, Dear 
Brother, beware that there be not the leaſt leaning to Faith as 
a Grace in us, tho wrought by God in the Soul, by his Rich 
Grace, as purchaſed by the Death of Chriſt ; I ſay let not 
Faith as an Act in us, and a Grace given us, be looked or 
leaned to, as of it ſelf Efhcactous in producing the ſoremen- 
tioned Effects: for this is Practical Arminiani ſm, and a 
bringing the Goſpel back to the Law, and returning back to 
Egypt again, bringing Feremiab (viz. Faith) with us. Nor 


yer let us think that tis properly Conditional, of the 8 
8 r 7 | miles 


miſes of the new and abſolute Covenant of Grace, as an Act 
wrought in us, tho ſome advance no leſs: For an Abſolute 
free Covenant, admits of no Condition from the Creature, in 
any proper Senſe ; for the Lord Jeſus, who was given as a Co- 
wenant to the People, (indeed the Father ſtood upon Terms 
ard and peremptor With him ) he was to ſuffer for all and 


bave taſted that the Lord is 


C8.) 


very Sin, none venial to him at all, and he was obliged to ful- 
] all Righreouſneſs, he was to be Spotleſs and Holy before his 
ather, and ſo he being our Head, and ſecond Adam, he is gi- 
en as a conditional Covenant to the People, and the Lord's, 
dyenant ſtands faſt with him. So rhe Efficacy of Faith flows 


from this, That tis an Infirument of the Reception and Con- 


eyance of precious Chriſt into the Soul; under rhe Notions, 


Fir, Of the Sight of the Eye, like the 1fraetites looking to 
the Brazen Serpent, when lifted up in the Wilderneſs. Numb. 


21. 9, Jo. 3. 14. Secondly, Under the Notion of Hearing, 


Hear and your Soul ſhall Live, and I will make an 3 - 


venant with you, even the ſure Mereies of David, Iſaia 


with Fo. 5. 25. The Dead ſhall bear the Voice of the Sow of God, 


and they that hear ſhall Live. Thirdly, Under the Notion of 


coming unto Chriſt, Ho, every one that thir ſteth, let him come. 
Iſaia 55. 1. Come unto me all ye that Labour, Mar. 11. 28. And 
many other parallel Scriptures : That's a ſweet Word, 1 Pet. 
2, 4. To whom coming 4s wnto 4 living Stone, diſallowed indeed of 
Men, but choſen of God and percious, Fourthly, Under the No- 
tion of handling, feeling and gripping, 1 Jo. 1. 1. And our 
Hands have handled of the Mord of Life, 2 Tim. 6. 12. 
upon eternal Life, and 19. v. Song 3. 4. 1 held him, and wonld © 
nould not let him go, ſays the Spoule, Jacob ſays, Gen. 32. 26, 
I will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me. Fifthly, Under the No- 
tion of taſting, eating and drinking, 1 Pet. 2.3, If ſo he je 
raciout, Jo. 6. 54, Cc. Whoſo 
eateth my Fleſh and drinketh my Blood, hath eternal Life, and 1 
will raiſe him up at the laſt Day; for my Fleſh is Meat indeed, 
and my Blood is Drink indeed; he that eateth my Fleſh and drink 
eth my Blood dnelleth in me, and I in him, and ſo Faith feedeth 
upon heavenly Manna. Sixthh, Under the Notion of build» 
ing, 1 Pet. 2. 5, Le alſo as lively Stones are built up 4 ſpirigual 
Houſe. \x Cor. 3. 9, 10. N are God's Building, &c. I have 
lend the Foundation, but let every Man take Herd boy be _ 
8 : | i . e eh 
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eth ther eupen. Mat. 7. 24; 25 Verſes, He that heareth and dub 
Chriſt's Doctrine, is like a Builder upon the Rack, &c. A ſweet 
and fure Building, Seventhly, Under the Notion of entring 
into Reſt, Heb. 4. 10, 11. Verſes. Let us labour therefore to en- 
ter into Reſt, lest any fall after the ſame Example of Unbelief, 
Mat. 11. 28. Come unto me, and I will give you Reſt. Eighthly, 
Under the Notion of Truſting, Pal. 34. 8. O taFte and ſee that 
the Lord is good, bleſſed is the Man that truſteth in him. 8 
17. 7. Bleſſed is the Man, that truſteth in the Lord, &c, 
| Proverbs xvi. 20. YV/hbolo trufteth in the Lord, happy is hee. 
That is very ſweet in Pfal. 91. 2. [will ſay of the Lord, be 18 
Refuge, and my Fortreſs, my God, in him mill I truſt, v. 4. 
He ſhall cover thee with his Feathers, and under bis Wings ſhalt 
thou truſt, &c, under this Notion, we may take. in +. ol. of 
Jeaning, who is this that cometh up from the VVilderneſs leaning 
upon her Beloved ? Song. viii. 5. Faith indeed is that beloved 
race, or Diſciple that leaneth upon Chriſt's Breaſt. Ninth, 
„ f the 22 bY ing, " in _ vi. 18%, That we 
might have ſtrong Conſolation, who have fled for Refuge, to lay hold 
on the hope laid before us ; "with 2 10 . 2 „ e O 
3 Lord, from mine Enemies, I flee unto thee, to hide me, And Tenth- 
h, To add no more, under that general Notion ( that I may 
| lay comprehends all) of receiving Jo. 1. 12. To as many 45 re- 
ceived him, gave he Power to become the Sons of God, a 
our Catechiſm excellently makes the Definition of Faith, 
to be, A receiving of, and reſting upon Chriſt for Salva» 
tion, as freely offered to 45 in the Goſpel. So I ay, 
Faith's Inftirumentality in conveying and receiving; 
Cuts off the Conditionality thereof, both with Reſpect to t 
Sovereign Hand, who lifts the Inſtrument at Pleafure, and the 
ſtrength of the Arm that is able to ſet the Inſtrument in Mo- 
tion, as well as the Creation and Gift of this Inſtrumental 
Grace to the Soul at Firſt, as likewiſe with Reſpect to the 
abovementioned Object, utterly and altogether Extrinſical of 
us, and Foreign to us, we behold aSerpent lifted up, we hear the 
Voice of another, viz. The Son of God, we come to. ano- 
ther, viz. That living Stone, we Handle Feel and Grip another, 
viz, The Angel of the new Covenant, the Word of Life, and E- 
ternal Life, we Taſte, Eat and Drink the heavenly Manna, 
the Fleſh and Blood of another, we Build upon another, viz, 
- Chriſt the Foundation laid in Zion, we reſt upon another, we 


Tru 
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Truſt in another, we Flee unto another, we receive another, 
and his Goods and Gifts : So neither is Faith it ſelf the Effi- 
cient Cauſe of our Accegtance, but the Virtue and Power of 
the exalted Head, making the Member apprehend and receive 
the Righteouſneſs, Satisfaction and Merit of the Head Chriſt : 
upon the Account of which Righteoutneſs and Merit, ſo re- 
Seeived, we are juſtified and accepted of; neither is it becauſe 
of our Act of believing it, as an Act, and Secondly, as by us, 
are we juſtified z for God only worketh it in us; therefore to 
his Grace are we Debitors, not to Works, either Legal or E- 
vangelical; neither to Morality, nor Faith, Love or new O- 
bedience, as Works in themſelves, or wrought in us; Grace, 
Grace, free and abſolute Grace ( ab ſque Conditione aliqua pro- 
pria) mult do our Buſineſs, the better we be purged from 
this Ancient and Modern, Natural, and-too Practical Error 
of Old, or new Law conditionality of Salvation, we will be 
both more ſtedfaſt in his Chriſt and Covenant, and more Holy 
in our Practice, and Humble im our Frame. I have inſifted 
too long on this Caution, but being a weighty Fundamental, 
I could not but give you my Thoughts about the Nature f 
Faith, tho* confuſed and too Prolix. 

A 2d. Caution is, Dear Brother, beware that you ſeek not 
theſe Effects of Faith, previous to Faith it felt; that is not 
attainable at all: But beware of ſeeking this Faith likewiſe with 
Oſtentation, Obſervation and Pomp, many are deceived here, 
Faith muſt be like a grain of Muſtard Seed, Firlt in the Soul, 
before it be a Tree, like a young Child, firſt it has it's ſtir- 
rings in the Belly before it's Birth, ſometimes very quick and 
ſtrong, reſembling the firit Convictions of the Child of God, be- 
fore Converſion;then in the Birth it has it's ſore and ſtrait Paſſage 
throughthe Womb, like Converſion, being the ſtrait Cate that lead- 
eth unte Life, after breaking oft all the Strings and Grips that hold 
the Child in the Womb, vx. After leaving People, and Ta J 
andFather's houſe, and bringing out of Nature; then the Child, 
looks up towards the Mother, and has a natural inftin&t of 
Deſire towards the Breaſt, weeps when it wants, and is Sore or 
Hungry, and it ſmiles when pleafed, and is fond of Em- 
braces, and Careſſes, all which reſembles the ſtate of a young 
Convert, Child of GOD, and weak Beginner, orBeliever: So Faith 
I ſay, muſt be firſt like a young Child, growing up wo 
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ſection, not only of Grace, but of immediate Glory. Mat 
Seriptures- might be adduced for Proof of the Infant State of 
Faith, tis compared to Muſtard Seed, and a Seed ſown into 


the Ground, as in Mart 4. from Ver ſe 26 to 33, where Faith 


is compared to two Similitudes, Mat. 18. 3. Luke 17. 20. We 
muſt not expect a Victory over Lults really and practically at Wh 
all, but as a gradual Effect of Faith once attained to; not as Mt 
from Faith it ſelf, but by virtue of the Stock in which Faith 
implants the Soul, by Virtue from the Head Chriſt 5 who o- 


vercame ſin upon the Croſs, to which Chriſt Faith looks, 


and which Victory Faith receives, 44 Pſal. to the g v. 81 Pal, 


1 4 3. v. to the Cloſe, 1 Or. 1. 30. Lo be brief, the Subſtance of 


this Caution is, not to expect great viſible apparent Sanctifi- 
cation at firſt believinz, but Faith, ſaving Faith may conſiſt 
with ſmall beginnings and faint Child-like Motions towards 
Holinets, but mutt neceſſarly be of a Goſpel Nature and Stamp, 
which the very nature of Faith it ſelf induces to, | 
Now Dear Brother, be reitlels in Soul until the Lord de- 
termine you by a Day of Power, to believe in the Name of the 
Lord Jelus Chriſt, for the Salvation of your Soul; the very 
Act ot Faith honours God more than all moral Actions out 
of Chriſt; it gives the Lord the Glory due to him, and the 
Credit due to 1 Teſtunony; 'tis a Formal Ratification of the 


. Covenants of Redemption and Grace by the Soul, tis a com- 
ing out of accurſed Self, and renouneing the Law, that ſevere 


Land-Lord, taking up Quarters with Chriſt for evermore, 
coming to the Marriage Supper, with the wedding Garment, 
Read for your help the Epiſtle to the Romans from the 3. Chap. 
to the End of the 11. Chap, Where: ye may find the ſweet 


Myſtery of ſaving Faith, with it's Fruits, excellently held forth: 


Read the 9th of the Proverbs, from the beginning to the 5. 6, 
Which was bleſſed to my felt, at the firſt opening of my Eyes, 
Conſider what I Wrote in my laſt Letter to you, which Fins 
not if ye received, that awfull and preſſing Sentence, that it may 
be as a Spur in your fide, Pſal. 98, from the latter part of the 
7th, v. T. Day,if ye will hear his voice, harden not your Hearts, &c. and 


 , What follows, Forty Tears long was 1 grieved with this Generation 


"Tis 4 People thar do always err in their Hearts, 8c, Unto whom 1 


W , ſnare in my wrath, that they [hould not enter into my Reſt, Read 


the Inference the Apoſtle brings from the Words, Heb, wy 
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Many MW And if on the Key of the Lock were turned hs the 
te of Ml Hands of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Man upon the 
into MW white Horſe, who goes forth conquering, and to conquer, 
Faith W and the Heart opened, and Will conquered, you would pet 
> We Wa new Heart, and a new Spirit; you. would ſee withiether * 
ly at Eyes, and hear with other Ears, you od be made to won-· 
ot as der at your former Stupidity, in ſtanding back ſo long by Un- 


Faith {Wbclick, and made to mourn tor it too: You would wonder 

o O- {Whwhat: ails the mad and blind World, to be fo Sottiſh and 
ooks, MF Fooliſh, as to deny themſelves their own Happineſs, by taking 
P/al, Jon Chriſt's molt eaſy Yoke. NS | GL 
iceof WM I come now to anſwer yaur Queſtion in ſhort and few -? 
ctifi- Words, viz.* Whether Union, Implantation, and Growth 
»n({ilt WM Witch and in Chriſt, may be, where a Diſcovery of him, and 
ards the Love of God in him, is wanting? Anſwer, Ye know, that 


all Chriſtians hold, that there may be an Union with Chriſt, 


amp 
f where at ſometimes there is little apparent Fruit; when tis 
de- Winter, the Tree looks very withered like, yet the Sap is in- 
the ward and in the Root, Secondly, A Child of G O D may walk 
very in Darkneſs, and have no Light at all, and may fee Frowns in 


out his Father's Face, and yet be really in Chriſt: Yet, even in 
the thele, there is ſome inward hidden Support, tho of ſush a 
the ¶ peeviſh Temper, that they cannot deviſe liberally of our Lord. 
om- and come with a naughty, narrow Veſſel to the Fountains an 
vere MW. Wells of Salvation; and therefore they are ſtraitned in their 


ore, MW cn Bowels, and rarely meet with Heart-xaviſhing Impreſſions- + 
of Divine Love, and warming Rayes of Goſpel Diſeoveries of 
bp. Chriſt's Face The Lord ſays oft, in his Dealings with his 


Ent. 


Veer People, according to your Faith be it unto you ; and yet for all 


th: chat be really in Chriſt ; Many of G0 Ds Children ma 
. % have very ill Stomachs, and ſo become very lean, But any. 


ves, of them probably are in Caſe to give Account in ſome. ſmall 


ow Meaſure of the Time and Manner of theit firſt coming to Chriſt, 


my and reſting on, him for Salvation, ſince this Work is ſeldom 
the done in a Corner. But Thirdly, Dear Brother, Diſcoveries of, 


thereco ; The Spirit of GOD gives a Diſcovery of Jeſus Chriſt 
to the wounded, excereiſed Soul, as a Prieſt, offering up a 


eleanſe them; as a Sun- like Bridegroom, waiting for the poor 
| Re a _ blacked 
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Chrwtt are either antecedent to Implantation, or conſequential + 


Sacrifice for him, ready to receive the poor Lepers, in order to N 


the neceſſary and natural Ingredients in Saving juſtifying Faith: 


| ( 90 * J | wy FO 
blacked Bride's coming. Theſe, and many ſuch Diſcoveries, art 
attractive of the Soul, in order to Union and Implantation; gud 
but theſe Saving, Comforting, Fructifying and Transforming 
Diſcoveries of Jeſus Chrift are conſequential to Union and 
Implantation, and are more ordinarily the Fruits ef 'being in 
- Chrift than otherwiſe: Vea, I can hardly condeſcend upo 


any ſaving and lively Diſcoveries of Chriſt, bfit ſuch as ar A 


and if there be any Antecedency im them, I think, tis bw 
like a Man beholding the Gift in the Giver's Hand, in thi 
very mean Time that he is receiving the ſame, 

And new, Brother, you ſee nothing is acceptable, nothing 
ſavingly attainable, nothing right! performed, without Faith 
as above ſaid ; and if you would 1 lively Diſcoyeries o 
Chriſt and Growth in Grace, Holineſs, and evangelical Know 
ledge, believe in the Name of the Lord Jefus : All Grace mult 
be drawn out of bim by Faith; no Good, or Grace can be 


drawen out of the fit Adam by Works, and as little WagesMiter 
tor abominable bootcht Work, but Death; Ever till the Sin Sen 
ner believe, he is in the fir ff Adam; and while ſo, there need to 
no Pains be taken to ſew pretty, green Fig Leaves to hide thi me 
Nakedneſs: It will not do; the Man is ſtill an Heir of Wrath {Wan 
tho a (ſhining Star in Gifts, Knowledge and Duties; as the hat 
Lord liveth, he (hall fall like Lucifer from the Orb of hid the 
hieh Attainments before Men, and will appear like the pud line | 
Sow ; there is no Good, ſpiritual or ſaving, had, found or it 

- gotten, but out of Chriſt. Dear Brother, come to the Foun his 
tain, look to ir, here tis, It pleaſed the Father, that in bin £0! 
ſbould all Fulneſs duell: In him dwelleth the Fulneſs of the Cod. liſ 
bead en O that the Lord would evangelically enlighten W. 
your Soul, in the attractiye Knowledge of our lovely andi OV 
compleat Saviour! We 1nay invite you to come, and ſee or 
what is in Chriſt; to whoſe rich Grace and Boyels of Com- fo 
paſſion I xccommend you, who am 8 eee 8 

| Dur dear Brother, and Servant in Chi th 
Harvieſtoun, 1714. IJ. MONRQO: 2 
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TNEer Brother, Pardon the Tediouſneſs and Prolixity of this MP! 


letter, as likewile what Defect of Method, or Compre-W*! 
| | <3: , +». hae 


1 | " 


es, art: henſion may be therein; being that I have very little Time to 


long tudy Exactneſs, either in stile or Method: Tis the Man 


malt be looked to, not the Coat. A good Kirnel may be 


17 the honeſt Folks about you. Adies, | 

as art A a aa . alle 
Faith; 3 15888 | TOE | IL 
LETTER XXIII 
thing ; To Mre. Mair at Culroſs, « 
Faith 1 a e 3 | 

ies © Nort hy and Dear Friend, N 
now OURS I received, ſent me out of the Town, I thank 


you for being at Pains to write to Inſignificant Me, at 
ſuch a length; 1 deſire to ſympathize ; I perceive your Let- 
ter conſiſts of Complaints for the molt part, and a ( hopetul ) 
Senſe of prevalent Nature in many Particulars : I may dance 
to your Pipe, and add Notes to your Spring, if not more 
melancholious yet, which I forbear to mention at this Time, 
and in this Manner, I would have funk beneath the Stream, 


theſe Waters, | | 
My Soul is oft ſick with Convictions, but I know not how 


his Bottle, and gives me a good Sop, and a Draught of his 
cordial Waters ; and I am all well, while the ſavoury Re- 
liſh of his free Grace abides with me. We are ordinarily very 
witlels in courting the ſowre Law, o much as we do; for my 
own part, I cannot ſay, that ever I knew any ſolid Comfort, 
Kor abiding Joy that ever the Righteouſneſs of the Law af- 
forded me: I am no ways it's Debitor for that, not yer for 


Comfort, Strength, Life, &. comes effectually by Faich of 
the Spirit's own Operation. Dear Mrs, Lean as little as you 
can on the Law, che firſt Covenant made with the Firſt Adam; 
for as oft as you do it, you may find a Cold, Darkning, Stu- 
pitying, Starving, intect | 

xiſing · out of the Ground of this molt ruinous Building, and 


pickt out of a crabbed rough Shell, Mind my Love to all 


had not He, whoſe Name is JESUS, drawn me out of 


it is; but, ere ever I am well aware, Chriſt comes, anduncorks - 


Strength, and as little tor Life; Oh no, the Spirit of Joy, 


ing, Killing and Conwunding . Air, 
N2.  _-, * deſolate. 
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deſolate, Heartleſs Lodging, that is juſt like an ald fallen 
Cattle in a waſte Wilderneſs, haunted only by wild Beaſts, 
and creeping Creatures. O, how ill Will would a Man, that 
might do better, have to ſtay there all Night! So the new 
Grcatute under gracious Influences, and enjeying precious 
Chriſt's Company; O how diſagreeable is it to his Genius, he 
and then Diſpoſition, to lodge under the Shadow of this Neri 
broken Covenant ! For he knows of a better Lodging. 

+ This {ad Lodging ſays, Carſed* is every one that continueth 
not in all things written in the Book of the Lam, to do them, The 
fooliſh, inconſiderate People, at the Occaſion of giving out the 
Moral Laiv, ſays, All that the Lord our God ſays unte thee, we 
will do it; juſt a Sample of what we would naturally be at, viz. 
Doing, and Living, O but our Loding is a noble Palace for 
the Kings Daughter to live in! viz, Chriff is the End of the 

aw, for Righteouſneſs, to every one that believeth, O Noble! 
He has done at once, what Men and Angels united Power 
could never have done through all Eternity; the bringing in, 
and preſenting perfect and everlaſting Righteouſneſs be- 
fore GO D. (I mention for Brevity but a part of our ſtate- 
Iy Fabrick. ) 5.44 i 
And as you would not leag to the old rotten Pillar, nor en- 
ter into the old forementioned, decayed Building of ſelf Righ- 
teouſneſs, by the killing Law, good for nothing, bur like 'a 
tempeſtuous Storm, to drive us into the bleſſed Lodging of the 
Nen Covenant, and the ſweet Shelter of the Righteouſneſs of 

Faith : So, on the other Hand, lean always pn this Tree of 
Life, and lodge under the Shadow thereof, and ear of the WC! 
Fruit thereof; and all your Complaints will be cut off, all WG: 

your Diſeaſes will be curgd, tho? never ſo (deſperate, your fo 

ants will be ſupplied, and your Fears diſappointed. The Wy 
Life of Faith is a ſweet, ſatisfying and noble Life; becauſe of Al 
the adorable Object thereof jeſus Chriſt, in whom all Ful- B- 
neſs dwellech, out of whole Fulneis we receive; who is of God 
made unto you and me, Miſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santlification 
and Redemption. Who is our Lord high Treaſurer, who gives 
us our Pentcs, as we need. The Treaſury under his Handis 
pupblick Money ; He keeps not up a Fartbing, as long as a 
poor Beggar is light of Pocket, and toom handed; as we uſe 
+ to lay ; The bleſſed Steward is never out of the Way from the 
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hungry Bairns ; he never wants Bread to give us, and the 
— Meat of Evangelick Conſolations. O what ſhall 1 
% 
Faith is the Mother- Grace, that deſtroys your Pride, and oy | 
rofl Pride, of ſecking our Stock in-our own Hand: Bleſk 

be GOD, tis far better ordered; I am ſure of that by Ex- 
rience; for when you, or I get any Thing, how long do 
We keep it? Let us blit look back to our old Father, O In- 
ite Wiſdom ! Now to conclude, Let us be fo Evangelicals | 
humble, as to {trip and make bare eur Loathſome Leprous 
ouls, before our dear Lord Redeemer and Saviour, and ſay, 
D an Object for free Grace; O a fit Subject for Divine Ope- 
lation of Power and Mercy; and if 1 be called, Lo I come, 
nd, Lord take me, as I am, for in my ſelf III never be bets. 


ſ 


er. | la 0 Q 
do not forget you; I am hopeful, tho now you hang 


ower your Harp upon the Willows by the Streams, viz. . Melan- 
gin, eholy Complaints; yet, our King will command Deliverance 
be- or Jacob, and cauſe you to hear the Voice of Joy aud Melody, 
(tate- Wand ſing your Songs in the City of our Solemnities: Only re 


not, until the Lerd Jeſus himſelf come, and take Poſſeſſion of the 
Houſe; who can very ſoon put all in good Order. And ſee 
that a Prophet be not deſpiſed in his own Houle ; not that! 
have any [calouſy that it is ſoy but to put you on your Guard ; 
or a ſubtile Devil, and a wicked Heart, never fails to make us 


{s of ¶ ſecretly deſpiſe our Means and Mereies, eſpecially when plen- 
c of Mritully at Hand: Your Worthy Husband is a Servant of |} 
the Chriſt, endued in a ſpecial manner with a Goſpel Spirit. 
F all ¶ Give my beſt Reſpects and good Wiſhes to him: Mind me be- 
your fore the Lord; I have my own Troubles and Trials, tho kind - 
The ly. Give my Service to Mr. Plenderlietb, and Mr. Hamiltan, 


e of When ye fee thein. I lalute your ſelf in the Lord, and reſts, 


* 
* 
1 


Your Sincere Friend in our Lord, | 


IO. MONRO. 
P. S. I was much refreſhed by the laſt Word of your Letter? 


Saints Glory; I trow he be. O let us warm our Souls at 
this perfumed Flame, Adieu. TS Ba N er 
5 LETTER: 


- Harvieſtoun 1714. 
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T hat Jeſus Chriſt is Heaven's Wonder, the Fat her s Delight, and + 4 | 
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To the Reverend Mr. James « Webſter Miniſter at Edin. 
burg b, , =; eee WITS T- 1 
Reverend and worthy Sir, SF 5 
T H E News of our dear and worthy Brother in Chriſt, Mi. 
| Plenderlieth his Death, is moſt weighting; afflicting, and 
trying to me: He, like the beloved Diſciple, did out- run the 
Peters of our Day; He ſhined in Graces, he rip' ed faſt for 
rat The full ripe Apple muſt drop down in the Gardner's 
and. s d > he 
And while I was weighted, and penſive in Thought about 
this Diſpenſatiton, I got a View of our dear Elder Brother thy 
who was Dead, and is Alive, and lives for evermore ; and ſo, I ar 
like a new married Bride, am taken up in ſome ſmall Meaſure ict 
with the fair Bridegroom; and when the Husband, and eb pra 
der Brother is at Hand, and his. Company enjoyed, it mighti- dia 
ly aſſwages my Grief, for the Loſs of my worthy Friend. his 
2dly, When J think upon his Servant's extraordinary Dili- None 
gence, and Activity in his Maſter's Work, I think, I wou'd Hane 
incline to adore our Lord's Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs to- 
wards him, in taking him home to his Eternal Reſt and Re- 
ward; and when his Eye was good towards his Servant; why 
ſhould ours be evil? Aud why ſhould we indulge our 
ſelves, in purſuing our own Advantage to his Loſs? . 
zal, When I think upon the ſad Days abiding Scotland, for by- 
paſt and preſent Corruptions in the Church thereof, for which 
our Worthy. Friend among others had a bleeding Heart; I think, 
I ſhould turn myMourning for my Friend's Removal, (which is 4 
with full Aſſtirance of Hope ) to a Mourning for theſe Cau- 
ſes that provoke God, to take away our Wreſtlers for our Zion, 
(too ominous of {ad Things) and to become ſilent, when 
he hides them in his Botom from the Evil to come, who have 
{ſerved their Generation according to the Will of God, and 
-- finiſhed their Courſe : Such like Conſiderations are moſt filen- my 
\  cing: O to arrive at the Perfection of that heavenly Reſt 1 HWI 
(whereof I have gotten a Lweet View yeſterday ing, aly 


4 
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ſee, *ris no leſs than to be hid in, and encompaſſed ronnd 
with a God-head, viſibly and ſenſibly enjoyed, each Attribute 
becoming a ſweet Pillow. of Eternal Reft, I fee, tis no leſs 
than a Communication, proportioned to the finite Capacity 
of a created Being, of God's own Happineſs, in a perfect Uni- 
derſtanding and Knowledge of the Divine Eſſence and Per- 
ections; an Aquieſcence full of Glory in this adorable Being, 
Ind in his ſpotleſs Will, with Eternal Springs of Conſolation, 


nd unſpeakable Joy upon the whole. —— Some Taſtes of this 
„and he poor Things, af” belong to Chriſty enjoy, affording 
n the weet Tranſports i his weary mylitant State. But O what 
4 for ill it be hereafter ! Oft has my Soul been longing for the 
iner Golden Streets of perſect Holineſs, in this ſhimng City; but 
[ muſt Fight a while, lee, 18 2 
about O to be put in a Capacity to fight for Chriſt, Zion's wor- 
other, thy King, who is the greateſt Beauty in all the upper Houſe ! 
d ſo, I am ſorry to be Paper confined upon this truely noWe Sub- 
aſure ict: But I hope to be, where I will ſee and ſpeak, and 


praiſe without Interruption. I only add, that tis my cor- 
chti-Mdial Deſire, that God maygpare you to witneſs for Chriſt in 
1nd, {his Offices, as an uſeful Friend, and Comfort to Chriſt's little 
Dili-Wones amongſt us: And reſts, with my belt Reſpects to you, 
-on'd Wand kind Spouſe, | | 


s to- 7 | Reverend Sir, 

Re- Edinb. Fan. 20. Your Aﬀettionate, obliged 
why 1715. | Friend in our Lord, 
ours i I. MONRO. 


— an. loc. 


EET TER RN 
| To Mrs. Denune in Sutherland. NE 
Dear Mrs. I 3 I 5 e te 
have IEnnot well juſtifie my unaccountable Omiſſion of writing 
| | to you, - Whoſe former Sympathy and Kindneſs towards 
len. my worthy Mother, now in Glory, as alſo towards us all, 
elt! bo ſurvive her, comes frequently freſh ro my Mind; 1 


IF avays keep a juſt Impreſſion thereof upon my Mind. Ant 
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as for my own Part, thele are ſhewing that my God is kind 
indeed to my Soul, in that he has gnce given me to Believe 
and that his own Hand keeps this precious Heayen-born Grad 
in Exerciſe, ſometimes feeding on the Perſon of the glorious je. 

"cond Adam, that Plant of Renown, that incomparable dear Je. 
el, that faireſt Bridegroom, that molt kindly, tender -hearted 

ſympathizing Brother; ſometimes feed ing upon the Grapes of 


the Pillars ot our Heuſe of Wiſdom and Merey, Wiſdom hath 


ffleree, when walking in the Woods of Doubts, Fears, Un- 
and Love, that burns up this Wood, and forces. the Soul to 


is ay nouriſhed up in that bleſſed Field by the Holy Ghoſt's iſ 


1 us Eater, and Sweet in this Strong, and alſo gives the 


: 
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Eſchol, the precious Divine Promiſes ot his bleſt Legacy or 
Teſtament, under the old and new Diſpenſations thereof; theſ 
are ſavoury Rarities upon Wiſdom's wel covered Table; the 
Apples and Flaggons of our Banqueting Heuſe; ſometimes 
upon the Offices and Relations of my Well beloved; theſe ate 


huilded her Houſe, and hewen but her ſeven Pillars, Prov. ix. 1. 
Mere ſhall be built up for ever, & c. Pſal. lxxxix; 2. Theſe arc 
the Steps and Degrees of Jacob's Ladder, the Clifts of the Rock 
of Ages, the Windows of the King's Palaces ; Theſe are the 
.golden Horns of our Altar of Burnt-offerings and {ſweet In: 
cenſe, the Fachin and Boaz of the ſumptuous Temple. 

T heſe are the Diamonds of his Crown, the Medicines of his 
Shop, that's well perfumed with Salvation, the Gold of 
his Treafury, the Robes of his Victory, the belt Weapons of 
the Houſe of the Foreſt of Lebanon, the golden Shields of 
Jeruſalem s Walls: Sometimes 1 feed upon the Hony picked 
dut of the Carcaſe of Artlictions, that ſtrong Lion, mighty 


belief and Diſcontent: And O! but "tis a {weet Flame of Faith 


take Afflictions, and fiery fierce Troublesto the {ſweet green 
Fields of the precious Promiſes, where the Lion becomes a 
Lamb, and feeds upon the Lilies, and takes the other Bite of 
the Medicinal Roſe of Sharon, and the heavenly Manna, that 


own Hand. O but Meat out of this Eater comes not eaſily, 
d naturally to Hand! I find that indeed tis he, wha” put 
Water in Samp ons Jaw-bone of an Ass, aſlwaging his deadly 
Thirl(t ; tis he who opened Hagar's Eyes, and let her ſee the 
Fountain in the Time of Need, tis he indeed who puts Meat 


Hand to pick out the ſame. I mult own that a Bone of ö Be- 


n 
jever is never ſcen broken about this Lion's Den, tho man 
Soul. not of the Election of Grace, are firſt put upon the 
Theel and fearfully racked; and then the Lion meets them 
viz, The Wrath of God in the. Affliction } and tears thank 


pieces: And the Reaſon of the Difference is, the Sorry 
but the Believer's Tribulati 


we 
** 


World worketh Death, | io, 
rorketh Patience, r. The one Hath but weak rotten Siri wi 
Fleſh, the other has Sinews of Iron; tlie Arms of che 6ne © 
re Senſe and unſanctified Reaſon, the Arms of the other ar@ 
he Attributes and Promiiſes of God, gripped —_ by that 
vincible Grace of Faith. The exerciſed Soul finds the Reas 
e 1 1 
As for the Publick, we have gotten 4 defirdble Reprieve, cala 
ng aloud for a thankful Improvement of the ſame ; but thẽ 
d Controverſy ſtands in Force: We have contracted fo ſtia⸗ 
by viſible Blots in Church and State, that (ſo to ſpeak) th& 
annot be waſhen away, but with a Flood of univer{ 
fourning, each Family apart. Wos us ! our God is : 
ay from his Ordinances, and from his own People, When 
hey meet together for private Chriſtian Conference; little 
ifs, Love, and Warmneſs amongſt them: And his People; at 
his juncture of a deſirable Turn of Providence, in referciice 
o a Proteſtant King, peaceably poſſeſt of the Throne, are likes 
Phinehas's Wife, upon her Delivery of a Man Child ; they 
, Tchabod, when others are overjoyed. Wo's us! our Hats 

relt-Eield of Ordinances, is like Pharaoh's blaſted Ears of 10 
and we fear a Famine next: Milt thou not revive us again, Or 
Lord, that thy People may praiſe iii Name? O when (hall. 
he ſet Time to favour Zien come? Tho' God be very kind td 
my own Soul, yet niy Heart en when I think upon in 
dulterous Mother. God is very loath to give up wich her ak 
Segcther ; How ſhall 1 give thee up? How ſhall I make this 
kk: Admah ? Cc. I dare net but own the Church, and pity 
er, in her forſaken diſconſolate Widow-hood : I dare not fors 
ake her, nor ſeparate from her Courts, ſo long as the wondets _ : 
ul compaſſionate Husband has not quite forſaken her; but oh $ 1-43 
fear he ſtands upon the Threthold, and all the Light and Lifs - 


e haye, ſeems to be his looking over his Shoulder towards t 
When in the mean Time, he is not (ab once) the Gli in ib 


ds of un. 
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+ Wy 443 8 "WM: 
as for my own Part, theſe are ſhewing that my God is kind 
indeed to my Soul, in that he has once given me to Believe 
and that his own Hand keeps this precious Heaven-born Gra, 
in Exerciſe, ſometimes feeding on the Perſon of the glorious ſe 
cond Adam, that Plant of Renown, that incomparable dear,Jew. 

el, that faireſt Bridegroom, that molt kindly, tender -hearted, 

ſympathizing Brother; ſometimes feeding upon the Grapes offi 

Eſchol, the precious Divine Promiſes oft his bleſt Legacy or 

Teſtament, under the old and new Diſpenſations thereof; theſ 

are ſavoury Rarities upon Wiſdom's well covered Table; the 

Apples and Flaggons of our Banqueting Houſe; ſometimes 

upon the Offices and Relations of my Wel-beloved ; theſe arc 

the Pillars ot our Heuſe of Wiſdom and Merey, Wiſdom hath 

builded her Houſe, and hewen ont her ſeven Pillars, Prov. is. 1, 

Merch ſhall be built up for ever, &c. Pal. Ixxxix; 2. Theſe are 
the Steps and Degrees of Jacob's Ladder, the Clifts of the Rock 
of Ages, the Windows of the King's Palaces ; Theſe are the 
golden Horns of our Altar of Burnt- offerings and ſweet In- 
cenſe, the Fachin and Boaz of the ſumptuous Temple. 
Theſe are the Diamonds of his Crown, the Medicines of his 

Shop, that's well perfumed with Salvation, the Gold of 

his Treaſury, the Robes of his Victory, the beſt Weapons of 

the Houle of the Foreit of Lebanon, the golden Shields of 

Feruſalem's Walls: Sometimes 1 feed upon the Hony picked 

cut of the Carcaſe of Attlictions, that ſtrong Lion, mighty 
fierce, when walking in the Woods of Doubts, Fears, Un- 
belief and Diſcontent: And O! but "tis a {weet Flame of Faith 
and Love, that burns up this Wood, and forces. the Soul to 
take Afflictions, and fiery fierce? Troublesto the ſweet green 
Fields of the precious Promiſes, where the Lion becomes a 

Lamb, and feeds upon the Lilies, and takes the other Bite of 

the Medicinal Roſe of Sharon, and the heavenly Manna, that 

is ay nouriſhed up in that bleſſed Field by the Holy Ghoſt's 
own Hand. O but Meat out of this Eater comes not eaſily, 
and naturally ro Hand ! I find that indeed tis he, Who put 

Water in Samp ſon s Jaw-bone of an Als, aſſwaging his deadly 

Thirſt; tis he who opened Hagar's Eyes, and let her fee the 

Fountain in the Time of Need, tis he indeed who puts Meat 

in this Eater, and Sweet in this Strong, and alſo gives the 

Hand to pick out the ſame. I mutt own that a Bone of a Be- 

| *- 2 D_ 
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God has taken away a burning, ſhining, pious, faithful, za: N fut 
Jous Miniſter of Chriſt from among us, viz. Mr. Patrick Plen-i ceſ 
derleith, Miniſter at Saline, near Carnock : Iis a molt afflicting Ml doi 
Diſpenſation to the Godly in all theſe Bounds :- It has an oni- On 
nous, diretul Aſpect, I never knew one in whom more of our Pat 

. Image ſhined than him; and if our Lord took away Ge 

®fome few more (I might name, if proper) Ah! I fear the next Ad 
News would kill us out of Hand, Ariſe, let us go hence: And Hine 
then Scetland would become like an Epheſus, Smyrna, Pergamus WE cl 
&c, I do noc like well, when God takes away our fair N thi. 
rites, the beſt of his Pleniſhing, firſt; it preſages heavy Things, Th 
requelt you,by a Line let me know how it is with all the honelt Hof! 
Folk in Sutherland, and eſpecially thoſe beſide your felt : Let tur 
me know if my dear Father be lively in his old Age, and ifi He 
he gets any Blinks or Viſits from Chriſt ; and what Pitch my pre 
Brother is arrived at, as to his Exerciſe : I wrote at full Length ] 
to my Brother anent his Soul's Caſe, and a Line ineloſcd to my tur. 
Father, but I tear they are miſcarried, Give my humble Re. Bat 


ſpects to your reverend Husband, and refts, | In 
, ' | On 

Dear HMiſtriſs, obe 

Nur affectionate Friend ſay 


Edinb. Jan: in our Lord, no! 


23. 1718. | J. MONRO;Wcerr 


_— — di. 
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Dear and worthy Madam, 3 to 
Thought fit to renew my former Practice, in giving your {cc 
Ladyſhip a Hint of preſent Exereiſe: Since I ſa your La- q;, 
pythip lalt, I was plunged in Nature's Mire, but God's own ab: 
and held me up: There is indeed fuebh a Thing as ſpiritual, WM 7. 
inviſible Powers, both good and bad, celcitial and infernal, as WM o 
ſure as there is a Sun and Moon, Earth and Sea, O what go 
Glory doth our God reap even from a Devil, tho he meaneth 
not fo ! Black Nature's rebellious Motions, when oblerved, WW ju 
ealt an amiable Luſtre upon free Grace; Sataui's ſtrong ALY {a 
ſubtile 


your, 
r La- 


own 
tual, 
I, as 
vhat 
neth 
ved, 
ults, 


btile 


(991) 

ile Stratagems, induſtrious, vigilant Catches, actual Sue- 
1 8 for the glorious Jehovah's profound Wiſ- 
dom, unſpeakable Power, tranſcendent Goodneſs, wonderful 
Omnipreſence, inconceivable Oimmiſcience, his immaculate 
Faithfulneſs: The greater the Adverſary be, the conquering 
Generals Glory is the greater, and the Spoils the richer : This 
Adverſary is ſo potent and ſubtile, that a firone, ſinleſs, knows 
ing Adam was at firſt Rencounter all defeat, But O the ſtrong 
Jehovah ſoon reſcued the captive Slave, and gaye the Head of 
this Dragon to be Meat to them, who inhabit the Wilderneſs! 
This grand Victory over the Serpent, by the Death of our Lord 
of Life, and the conſequential Defeats of Satan in our own Na- 
tures, putteth an ever green Crown of Lawrels upon Cchtiſt's 
Head; and allo for the Believer's there is a Crown of Victory 
prepared, : 

My Soul is oft-times like a Field of Battle: Grace and Na- 
ture are the Two contending Powers: The Cauſes of the 
Battles and Conflits betwixt them are, Firt, Grace ſays, O! 
I ſee Beauty in Holinels, Nature ſays, Tis weariſom and irk- 
ſom, and takes much Attendance. Grace ſays, 1 cannot be 
obedient enough, thankful enough, humble enough, Nature 
ſays, He is a preciſe Lord; he gathereth where he ſcattereth 
not; he ſeeketh the full Tale or Task of Bricks, and giverh no 
Straw : If he will not furniſh me with Strength for Obedience, 
I will not wait upon his Work; if he give not ſignal extraor- 
dinary Mercies, I will not praiſe hun; aud fo on: I am not fo 
vile in Word or Deed, as ſuch Perſons whom I know are, 
and why ſhould I abate my ſelf? I'll rather, with the Phariſee, 
lay, I thank thee, I am not as this Publicen ; but this is whiſ- 
| pered by Nature; for it will not ordinarily be ſo bare-faccd, as 


to vent this publickly. Grace fays, III give my felt to much 
+ 1ccret Prayer, and to Meditation in his tweer Word, Nature 
fays, Not at this Time; it is not convenient now, and it will 


* 


abuſe the Scriptures ; and God accepterh the Will for the Deed : 
"Tis vain ſor you to riſe up early, to jit up late, to eat the Bread 
of Sorrows ; for jo he giveth bis Beloved Sleep, Thus the War 
goes on in the Matters of commanded Duties. | 

2dly, When 1 am under any Piece of outward Trouble, as 
jult now I am, Grace ſays, Feed upon the Promiſes: Nature 
lays, While 1 do fo, Providence croſſeth the Promiſes; and, 

* . O2 Wis 


N 
— 
N 
i 


1 What better am 1? When ! think, Surely now he will deli. 


Z3ah, With Reſpect to my Eſtate and Living in the World, 


no lower than my Neighbours, that's a Diſgrace; and J rather 


bat indeed ; and no Wonder, for the contending Parties are 


1 ) 


er, J am faſter in the Snare than before, Grace ſays, This 
— work for your Good : Nature ſays, It rather hinders my not u 
Good. Grace lays, Ye will be delivered in God's due Time Jof th 
and the longer ye wait for a Deliverance, it will be ay the ſweeter 18. 
to yqu: Nature ys, I had rather have preſent Deliverance, for & unlil 

cannot wait any longer; and, if I get not a Deliverance from 
(God juſt now, F11 not care fo much for it afterwards : A little 
now is better than twice ſo much afterwards; and, if God 
hear me not, LII go awhoring after the Creatures. | 


Grace ſays to me, The World is Vanity, why ſhould you de- 
fire it? It cannot fatisfic your Soul; tis a bewitching Buſt 
meſs, it benumns the ſpiritual Senſes ; it made Fe ſurun Wax fat, 
and kick ; 1t deſtroys the Soul of the greateſt Fart of the great 
Ones; tis accompanied with Fears, Snares, diverting Temp- 
tations; Nature ſays, I wiſh I had it for all that; Profit, 
Pleaſure and Credit are moſt excellent Things; I cannot think 


to be poor, baſe and mean in the World: In ſhort, I muſt be 


puſh a Step higher, that I may be ſingular, and ſomething 
thought of, Grace ſays, Carry no higher than Providence 
ſeems to offer you; walk very cautiouſly, and live ſoberly, as 
well as rig hteoufſy and godly ; Nature ſays, I'll go ſome Steps 
higher than my Station; III take my Venture of future Events; 
| canuot give my ſelf any Trouble of penſive Thoughtfulneſs, 
about ordering my Affairs with Diſcretion ; F11 defire to hve 
and fare ſumptuouſly, like others; I envy all others, who are 
in better Circumſtances that Way; and ſo on. 


4b, As to the Graces of the Spirit, here is a fierce Com- 


ftrons, There are firft the Two Kings, who are at ſtated War FE 
againſt one another, viz, The Lamb of Ged, and the Prince of 
the Power of the Air; the Lord Je ſus, and the Red Dragon. 
Upon Chrift his Side are, Firfi, That Champion Grace of 
Faith ; and the March upon the Field is thus. Firlt, Griſt the 
Captain General, fitting upon a white Horſe, conquering with 
his Bow, Kev, vi. 3. Next him follows that noble, heroiex, Wl ' 
Captain-l;ke Grace of Faith; upon Faith's right Hand marches I i 
chat divine, wyincible Grace of Zyve, and thelively Gnas 
: hs . } pe 


n 
deli: ¶ Hope upon the leſt Hand; and all the Three march in a Breaſt 
This cogether, ſtronęly acting together, and helping one another; 
my not unlike David's Three mighty Men, who drew Water aut 
me ; Jof the Well of Bethlehem, which was by the Gate, 1 Chron. xi. 
reeter 18. and that through the Hoſt of the Philiſtines; and alſo nor 
de, for © unlike Joab, and Abiſhai his Brother, who agreed among them- 
from ſelves, that they ſhould help one another againſt Ammon and 
little Mthe Syrian, 1 Chrox, xix. 12. Then in the March follows Hu- 
God Mwility and Patience, at the very Back of the firſt Three Grandees: 
They can bear many Strokes ere they fall; not unhke Jacob in 

orld, ¶ Padan-aran, biding the Froft by Night, and Heat by Day, be- 
4 de- ¶ ſides many Injuries from Laban ; and yet is an Overccmer, and 
Buſi-W a rich One too. Next follows Godly Fear and Mate hfulneſi, tho 
x fat, Win the Rere, yet moſt neceſſary; for they are as Centinels about 
great W the Camp, and, were they a wanting, great would be the Soul's 
emp- ¶ Lols, and many would be theDangers that every Day we would 
rofit, © intricate our ſelves into. But O this is a ſweet March! In the 
think ¶ next Place, Prayer (without which no Battle) is the conitant 
ut be Intelligencer, and Meſſenger betwixt the Captain General and 
ather IW the bleſſed Camp of Graces, and well does itſelf deſerve to have 
thing its Seat among the firſt Three Mighties : It ſhews the King the 
lence © Diſpoſition, Intention, Aſpect, Strength, Aſſiſtants, Numbers, 
„ as and Atchievements of the Enemy, on the one Hand; and the 
Steps Weakneſs, Poverty, and Wearineſs of his own Camp, on the 
ents ; other Hand; and craves Help aero? and will have it ; 
neſs, W Not only is Prayer the Meſſenger and Intelligencer, but alſo it is 
live Armour-bearer before the reli, And ſo Faith, Cc. and Prayer, 
o are are like Jonathan and his Armour-bearer, who climbing up the 
2 difficulteſt Rocks in all the Way, make the Garriſons of the 
.om- WW Pbiliſtines to flee, Next, The Grace of ſavinz Knowledge is 


dare Guide and Counſeller to Chriſt's Camp; Chriſt ſends all his ; 


; Wiſe Letters of Counſel and Advices to the Court of the Un- 


ce of derſtanding, where ſaving Knowledge d wells, to be commu- 
gen. nicated by it to the reſt. Thus Faith, Love, Hope, Patience, 
ze of WM Hwmility, Godly Fear, Watchfulneſs, Prayer, Knowledge, in their 
4 the reſpective Stations, make a ſtrong Party in this Conflict, ; 
with W The oppoſite Party are, Firſt, The Ked Dragon; Next him 
oick, is the great Antichrift Unbelief ; Upon its right Hand is A- 
„ theiſm, and Deſpair upon the left ; Enmity is the Intelligences 
ce 


and Armour-bearer, in my preſent Thought; Next them fol. 


102) 
lows Pride, Di ſcontent, and Heart: ri ſings againſt God; Next 
follows the Carnal! Mind, and Prophanity, and Self upon td 
Rere. prefics foreward all the relt ; Next, /onorance is at th ill 
Bottom of all the Conduct: So that Unbelief, Atheiſm, Deſpair : - 
Enmity, Pride, Diſconten:, Heart-quarrelling, Carnal MindedWEadi; 
neſs, Prophaniiy, Self, Ignorance, and many others, are the op A 


You 


poſite Party, under Satan's Colours; a black Company, like 
himſelt. | RE 
The Con{li&t is ſtrong betwixt them; even in a Child o 
God, like Jacob and Eſay in Rebekah's Womb, they ſtrive which 
of the Kings will have the Palace of the Soul in Poſſeſſion; and 
to be ſure, our Chriſt ay conquers, and will finally conquer; 
but Satan ſtill aims ar retaking and recovering his Lofles; 
When Griſt by his bleſſed Train of Graces ſecks to ſanctifie the 
Soul, Satan, by his Black Train, ſeeks to keep the Soul in the 
old Bondage, and to bring back to Egypt again. 

For the particular Picces o: the Conflict, your Ladiſhip is 
not ignorant of them: Only, in the general, Grace holds 
ſtrong Grip of a covenanted GOD, of the Promiſes, of rhe 
free Covenant, of the revealed Standard of Truth, of all the 78 
Fieces of Religion, in the midit of Tentations Afflictions N4 
ſharp Sitcings of Perſecutions, and new Trials, ſad Deſertions, Du 
Wearineſs and Sorrews : The contrary Party continually aims mh 
at part!izg the Soul {rom his God, and ſhaking, the Soul off the | 
Foundation Chritt, and lis bleſſed Word, at diſcouraging the * 
poor I hing from {following the Lord and Duty. But O! bleſ- 
ſed for ever be his great Name, that tho Satan bruiſe the Heel, 725 
yer he can never reach the Head Chriſt; and the Head keeping Cor 
Poſſeſſion of the Heart, our Life is treatured in our Head, and mich 
infuſed imo the Heart by his Inflaences : For my Part, I find 
my Enemy has not yet got the Advantage he delired, by all the W 
aſflicting Diſpenſations I ever met with: My compaſſionate ſind 
Lord has kept my Soul in his own Hand; and tho above all Nc 
Creatures I be moſt ſinfu}, yer he hath been pleafed to let me Jig 
lee by Faith, the Dragon flain by the Blood of the Lamb, and O 
conccic:nds gracioully to give a little Taſte, now and then, of pre 
the final Victory, after which my Sajal pants, tho* the ſubtile (a 
Arch-encmy gets many a Catch of me, even in actual Tranf- 
greſſion, for which Lictire to be humbled before him; yet, 1 th p 


weir jor his Salvation, And now, I delue to recommen 
| youy 
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Next our. Ladyſhip to the tender Care of the Lion of the Tribe bf 
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To Mr. James Webſter at Edinburgh. 


Very Reverend and dear Sir, ; 7 
Bkine penſive in Thought, concerning the Diſpenſations of 
00D towards you, in this and other Concerns, vr. This 
late Piece of Trial, the Projccution of the Libel againſt Mr. 
Simpſon 3; and being zealouſly affected upon the Head, I fell 
a quarrelling at the Lord's Way with his People, and proud 
Nature began to whiſper and peep like the Serpent out of the 
Dult. Is not this hard and ſevere Treument thole met wit! 
who would honeſtly aim at publick Duty, and wou'd baniſh 
away the Byaſs of private Intereſt, in their Appearances for 
the Lord's Intereſt in the Matters of the Dectrine, Worſhip 
and Government of his Houſe, that thete thould be diſeoun- 
tenanced, reproached and perſecuted by Friends and Foes? 
Secondly, Did the Lord give his Servants both Gifts and Graeeg, 
and a great Share in his Peoples Aftections, even thoſe, who 
are near to Chriſt? And mult this be the Iſſue of the Matter, 
and the Receprion ſuch will get from this cold, fſottiſh and 


ſinful Age, to be lightly cltcemed of; and every raw, proud 


Novice preferred, who know nothing experimentally. in Re- 
ligion, neither of their own Hearts, nor of the Lord jeſus, and 
his pure Goſpel > O! ſays my Heart, I cannor reconcile the 
Promiſes, and his Prayidences together: The xct Pſalm 
(and other Places) promiſes other Things, this is a hearts 
leis Buſineſs : But lam thus anſwered, [mprimis, - Dotli 
the Lord, of the Children of Wrath, make tleirs of 980 . 

| 0 | 


PR—_— 4 


* 


by the Spirit? And what great Matter, tho. Sovereignity be "nt 


And ſo, ſince the Main is ſecured for us, and in us, may wel 


104) 
Doth he eſtabliſh them upon the Throne of their Kingdom, bi 
the Faith of Aſſuranee? Are their Charters of their Inheritance: 
ſealed in Heaven, upon the Earth, and in their own Hearts iﬀ;; 


uſed towards ſuch, tho* they ſhould meet with a bad Road to ark 
their Father's Houſe ? And what tho? their Clothes were of 4 5 
Camels Hair, while worſe People wear ſoft Raiment, and ar" 
in Kings Palaces? Yea, what tho Dogs, or wild Beaſts Skins 
were caſt about them, and then expoſed upon che Fields of Re: 

proach to the Teeth of Savage Bruits, and conſequently to be 
torn to Pieces? Is not all this a ſpecial Part of the Tranſire 


dur Lord did put in our Hand, for our Wilderneſs Journey? 


not well allow him to take his Will of us in all circum- 
ſtantial Caſes, when the Eſſentials of our Salvation are infal- 
libly eftabliſhed ? This Thought is in ſome Meaſure fatisfy« 
ing. Secundo, Muſt not the Elder Brother, and the reſt oft 
Bairns be like other? Let us view them all in the Records 
and Chronicles of our Father's Family below, and begin at our 
Brother Abel: He was as like the Elder Brother as he might look; 
he was inhumanely murdered by his own Brother, and that. 
for well doing, in offering an acceptable Sacrifice; ſo was? 
Chriſt, Cain was a Prieſt, (ſuch as he was, a baſtard one) ſol 
were the Murderers of the Elder Brother: So much only as? 

a Swatch of the exact Likeneſs betwixt the Two; C Well, but 
poor righteous Abel is ſadly treated by a Prieft, and away to 
Glory he poits upon the Back of his acceptable Sacrifice: But 
wretched Cain has a Mark ſet upon him; by Faith we ma 
ſee all unrepenring Perſecutors, at the great Day, ſtanding each We 
of them with Caiz's Mark of Trembling, when poor we ſhall y 
be on Thrones, giving them their Sentences ; and this may ſuf- | 

| fice us, even tho nor in Hand.) What needs me to mention 
any more of the bleſſed Redeemer's Brethren, who all, leſs or 
more, drank of his Cup, and were baptized with his Baptiſm, 
as a Preparative in order to fit on his right and left Hand in his 
Kingdom? This Thought is ſupporting. 
Thirdly, All the Parts of our Warfare are moſt honourable : 
The experteſt Souldiers are poſted upon the Front of Battle, and 
have the diſieulteſt Poſts aſſigned them; the King ( ſo to ſpeak } 
puts moft Confidence in them; they have the richeſt Armour 
| | Siren 


. (ros) . 
C em they have the largeſt Pay, and have lad greater 
WE * — _ them, .to teach — all the Parts of Mar- 
ial Diſcipline, have had longeſt Time to gather Experience i 7 
arts, 11 Stratagems, Ambuſhments, Sieges, Underminings, an 

ty bel 4 rm of the oppoſite Powers; therefore good Reafon, 
oad to Ich as you, and others of his well qualified . Servants be 
1 of oſted on the hotteft Places of the Field, who dare counter- 
Skins Wand our great, wiſe Generaliſſmo? ( Had we Faith in 
f wo rereiſe, we would March with undaunted Courage towards 
of Re. Ihe Enemies thickeſt Batteries; for Satan's great Guns, they 
hun; boot with cumbuſtible Stuff, and make a roaring Noiſe, 
*nſire Mus they want Ball, and cannot kill; they eaſt 4 Smoke be- 
ey! re them, and may confuſe the Mind a little, ſo as the Soul 
W ay not well ſee, or know. his Way, either to purſue, or re- 
rcum- re ; and ſo may amaze him, and ſinge his Cloaths a little; 


infal. nd that's all: Our Life is hid with Chriſt, in God, where 
n__ ie Force of any infernal Piece of Ordinance Eannot reach.) 


Dn the other Hand, our bleſſed General ſays to. ſoine 
WVeaklings and Wriglings; (tho upon the Field in ſome 
feſpect) as he ſaid to them of the THatirian Church, As for 


look; ou, who know not the Depths of Satan, &c. I put upon you ne 

1 that ber Barden, but that which you have; bold faſt till 1 come ; Theſe 

Was (o to ſpeak ) keep the Baggage, and abide by the- Stuff, hike 

e ) ſoBÞavid's 200 faint Men, while the ſtrong purſue Amalel, and 

ly as leltroy them; tho theſe (hare of the Benefit, yet not of the. 
but © Slory of the Acten: So tis far from being bad and ſevere 
ay to Treatment from GOD's Hand, that eminent Men ate wore 

But treated in this World ( which is the Field of Battle) is ra- 
ma 


tber their Glory, according to Paul's Eſtimate upon the Mats. 
Wer, 2. Cor, ii. I only add in this Paragraph, that, for my owt 
Part, I do really judge, that it is out of Love to, and Honour 
put upon you, that he makes you appear ſome what. ſingula 
In your Contendings for the Truths of our. dear Lord, whe 
Klnoft all turn their Back upon the Teftimony, the Shibbolerb 
pf our Day: And moreover I ſee, and am perſwaded, that 
OD takes Glory to himſelf, by making thoſe, who are not 
&(icemed among us in this wiſe Age, as the greateſt Maſters of 
umane Prudence, to appear as the greateſt Zealors, fot pres 
Wious Chriſt's Intereſt, and the Purity of our Refortnation ; 
W ttoefs that worthy Jewel, Mr. Pl 8 of tweet _ 
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ry: He allows others to ſlide down with the Spateè of DefeRtiong, whe 
who are cried uo as Heads of Wit, and Maſters ot Prudeice;:Mwhe 
( curſed be that Prudence that betrays our Lord with a K, 
and digs out a Grave to bury down. ZEA Lin: Fx all 


the Knocks that poor Zeal gets the Day from our Maſters offiLife, 
Prudence, yet theſe who are clothed with it, will motint ufhvha 
in Elijab's Fiery Chariot, to the Author of that Grac*, when Nies 
Saran and his baſtard Prudence will be pick ed out of Doors, hat 
Lay, I think 'tis rather your Honour and Glory, aud, I hope es e 
the Lord will mike your Soul rejoice in the fame. and 
Lake up the Perſpective of Faith, and fortake that of Senſe be 
and dull blind Reaſon, and ye will fee a bony S ght of ther 


fair Side, yea of the dark Side of all your trying Diſpenſati 
ons. Pardon my Freedom, and F-miliarity, while, in th 
mean Time, I deſire ro be inſtructed by you:, Tis Ley 
to you makes me ſo homely. I was refreſyed and inſtructe 
by the ſhor: Scheme, you were pleaſed. to give me, laſt Day 
of the Believer's' Gronnd of Comfort from Chriſt's Sanctifiea 
tion. The Richreouſneſs and Holineſs of Chriſt, appli 
cable to Believers, in a different Manner, has been repreſente 
to me ( ſince our laſt Conference) with ſome more Diſtidct 
neſs than tormerly : Were it fo ordered, I would wiſh til 
bear ſomething further upon that Head from you, as th 
Lord would furmih in the Publick. Ireſt, 


| " I _ * Wpnd 

| 6. Nw Reverend and dear Sir, the 
Nnrmmood hall, dar moſt affeflionate, poor unwortii n 
i.. Servant in our Lord. 9 laſt 
1715. [vt 0” MLL oo MONRO. . 
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. Right Honourable Madam, | 
. J Ho' not very intimate with your Ladyſhip, this Way, y. 
judeing that my laſt Letter was not unacceptable, I. 
gun prelume to write to your Ladyſhip, ſhewing, that a kind 
SDSDood and gracious God, is never Wanting to viſit yoo 
IE * 9 W 


. 8 


, 


. ( „ FRG 
when in great Diſtreſs for Want of refreſhing;ſenſible Incomes; 
whereof I am always deſirous and fond Now, after a Win- 
ter for ſonie weary Months bypaſt, be allows me a Spring 
Blink, inclining me io chirp and ſing a little. O what Light, 
Life, and Liberty 1 what Peace, Reſt, and Sweetnels! G 
what Elevation, Conſolation, and Glory atrends and accompa- 
jes precious Chrilt's ſmilng Viſits! when he ſends the Spirit, 
hat notable effectual Miniſter of Life to the Soul, then the Ro- 
es caſt a tragrant Smell, the withered Herbs turn green, lively 
and ſappy by the Dew that cometh down from the Zion above; 


Senſe be Branches of the Vine bud, and carry Cluſters ; the Mour- 

of rlWacr beſide the Rivers of Babel, pulls down his Harp from the 

enſati illows, and begins a new Spring ot his eternal Song ; the 

n tl|WBrideervom is pretent now, aud the poor Children of the 

'LovfÞride-clamber are glad at their very Hearts: O they take many 

wy Look of him! And ay the other Look of him, till they be 
4) 


lick of Love; and many a hay Mouthful take the Children 
of the Bride chamber of their Bridegroom's pleatant Fruits: 
Wien he is with them, then the Idols of the Gentiles are caſt 
ſenreunto the Moles and Bats : And never, till Chriſt's Glory ap- 
ſtinei ear; and the tweet Spirit of Grace perfume the Soul, will we 
part with our Idols: Then the pcor Thing, that's oppreſſed 
with Corruption, World and Devil, gets up, and takes up his 
\ rms, and overcomes by Faith, employing the Righteouſneſs 
Hand Strength of the Mediator. Many a precious Effect hath 
the Spirit upon the Believer's needy Soul, when he comes ; and 
no wonder, tho we like the Spouſe, do earneſtly cry, Cant. viii. 
„ Wait, Aale Hafte, my Beloved, be thou as 4 Roe, or a young Hart 
NO. por the Mountains of Spices : And Chap. i. v. 2. Let him kiſs 
ee with the Kiſſes of his Mouth, for his Love is better than Vine. 
B21 beie ſweet Blinks are Rarities, eſpecially in our dark and me- 
ancholly Day, and are given for a Cordial when real Need 18. 
EThis Morning the Lord was pleaſed to ſhine in upon my Sbul, 
5 with that Word, Cant. iv. 8. Come with me from Lebanon, my 
Spouſe, with me from Lebanon ; look from the Top of Amaua, 
en the Top of Shenir' and Hermon, from the Lions Dens, and 
7, ye jrom the Mountains of Leopard. 9 
Ia 1 have been this good while vexed, and wearied with the 
kind Werld; the Fears, Cares, and Diſappointments thereof, al- 
r. my moſt quite diſpiriting me; and fo 1 have driven very heavily 
Wie: ; P 2 ith in 
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in any Piece ol Chriſtian Duty. whether publigk or private i ti 
I've been out of Joint in my Chriſtian Motion, a Burden tM tc 
my ſelf, and, I believe, unſavoury to others: Aud, which w. 
worſe, the Lord had forſaken me ; he looked very angry li 
towards me, in all his Diſpenſations ; 1 as alſo ſtupid unde 
all: Mean Time, the Mind and Affections did run a Care 
after the Creature. And ye know, Madam, the natural EH 
fect of all this, is much Conſuſion in the Mind, and Darkneſ 
in the Underitanding, vailing Chriſt's Glory, obſtructing th 
warming, enlightning, fructifying Communications of th 
Rays of the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Thus, I've been in a deplc 
table Caſe for ſome Time; but at length in Prayer the above 
mentioned ' Paſſage ſhined with Light and Sweetneſs in mi 
Soul; the Meaning ſhewed me was this, | | 
Chriſt ſees his poor People, in a hard Conflict with th 
World ; the Reproaches of the World breaking their Hearts 
the Riches of the World, which is the Mountain, the Den 
the Lebanon of the natural and carnal Heart, frowning © 
them, refuſing to come near them ; And many a Look does 
the carnal Principle in the Believer reach towards thi: 
Lebanon of ſecular Enjoyments, and towards the World 
Tings Tower of Wealth: Nay, but Chriſt denies them the L 
ſire of their whoriſh Heart and Eyes, ſaying to them, Come 
with me from Lebanon, my Siſter, my Spouſe ; as if he had ſaid, 
« 1 made Choice of a poor mean Lot in the World: Tho* Jam 
« Lord of all Things, yet, while upon the Earth, I was not af 1 
© Proprietox of a Houſe to dwell in: Tho' I creared all Things 
« by my Power and Wiſdom, yet in the lower World I could 
« not command ſo much Money, as to pay the Tribute-peny, 
% but what I got by a Miracle: Tho' all the Cattle on a Thou 
© {and Hills were mine, yet my ſelf and Family, viz. my Dil- 
« ciples, were for ordinary obliged to feed upon the Fiſhes my 
< Diſciples caught ; and many a Diet have I taken from others, 
* whoſe Goodw1il made them invite me, and my Family; and 
* 'tho* others had their Eaſe in the World, yet I mult travel 
* up and down upon Foot; to a Wearineſs, doing my Father's 
Work, and doing Good to a graceleſs Generation, who gave 
* me no Thanks, but Reproachcs ; no Worſhip, but Blaſphe- 
« my ; no Entertainment, but Perſecutiom; no Reward, but 
* ſome entreating me to be gone, others mocking me, going 
to make a King of me, others laying Snares for me by =_ 


” _ | Mo 1549 * OY 
ratz tile Queſtions, others ſeeking to ſtone me, till I was forced 
en ti “ to run away from them, and hide me; tho' I was willing 
« that my divine Glory ſhould ſhine before ſome of them, to 


y I caprivate their Affections and Wills to me: And at length 
unde “ ye ſee (my Spouſe) how I was treated by them: I was be- 
Care trayed, denied, and forſaken by my own Diſciples : I was 

il EW condemned, beaten, fſcourged, ſpitted upon, mocked and 
rkneW derided ; denied the ordinary Mercy allowed other Male- 

ng thi factors, ſuppoſing me to be the greateſt Criminal that ever 

ft th they had among their Hands. I was taken the Night, and 
leplofM* executed, butchered and murdered upon the Morn: I was © 
above not allowed ſo much as one Nrght's Reſt, betwixt my weary 
in mi and terrible Agonies in the Garden; no Food, till upon the 


* Croſs 1 had Vinegar and Gall offered me to drink; my firſt 
F Reſt was my Grave; my Drink was a Cup of the Fire of 
„ Hell in my Soul; 1 got enough of the Streams of Tophet to 

* drink, and my own Father held the Cup to my Head, and 


18 © would not let me leave a Drop of it, and that was worſe 
doe to me than all: And, tho' I never offended him in my Life, 
thi nor yet in my Sufferings, he would not comfort me: In 
ord- ſhort, I was drowned (fo to ſpeak) in a Sea of Wrath. And 
ic De now, my Spouſe, ſee how I have been uſed upon the Moun- 

Com tain of the Leopards, and fee how I have been denied to the 


aid Lebanon of earthly Comforts; and if ye would be my pouſe, 
Ian ye muſt reſolve upon the like: Therefore come away with 
not a ne, and I will ſet your Feet upon a better Lebanon than 


hing Time's Enjoyments, and upon a more excellent Mountain 
could than the Wealth of this World, viz. Union and Communi- 
peny, on with my ſelf; by Union, ye ſhall be exalted in your 
Thor State; ye (hall partake of my Divine Nature, and ſhall be 


Di Corner-ſtones in my Building; ye 4hall be Members of my 
es my yſis Body, and I and you ſhall make up the new Fera- 
alem Temple; I and you ſhall judge all the World; we'll ſir 


and upon Thrones together, and will cauſe all our Perſecutors 
ravel WF ſtand trembling before us, and we will have Day about with 
ther them. I and you will be cternally rejoicing together, when we 
| gave have ſent the Devil, that vexe1us,and tempted and accuſed us, 
ſphe- and the wicked World, who perſecuted and mocked us, 
but WF and deſpiſed us, to the Pit of Hell: We will chen feat 


and feed together; we will then give one another our 3 


N e | 
© eſt Loves: They will be roaring, but we will be ſinging mol 
* joyfully. In be the Husband, and ye will bethe loving Wite 
* and we will dwell forever. By Communion wirh me, ye ſhall 
4 ſit with me at Wiſdom's fprricual Table, ſpiritualMear & Drink 
in AbnnGdarce at Cemmand ; the Mountains o My11he, and 
Hills of Frankincenſe thall be your Patiure, I' bring you if 
to my Garden, where the Tree of Lite is to be found, where 
upon all Manner of pleaſant Fruits are to be found; and ye 
cannot but eat of them, when ye fee them upon the Tree of 
Life, the Diyine Attributes hang down like Apples of Gold; 
the Promiſes of the Covenant are all ripe and tull upon the 
Branches of the Tree of Life; the Benefits of my Purchaſeſ 
are every one more full than another upon this tyweer Tree 
of Life; ſweet Providences, adjuſted to your Talte, and Sight, 
and Senſe, may be had upon the Tree af Life; Health to your 
Diſealcs is in the Leaves of it, Deliverance from Fears and 
Dangers is in the Shade of it, a Soul-perfuming and Spirit- 
refreſhing Smell this Tree caſts off the Branches of it. Ve 
will fir under my Shadow with great Delight, and my Fruit ſhall 
be ſweet to'your T fte; ye will come to me naked of all Good, 
as a Child of loft Adam, and, by Commumon with me, yell 
will go away full of imputed Righ eouinels ; ye will come 
to me complaining of Darkneſs, but V'Il fend you away 
with opened Eyes, ye will ſee Wonders before ye and I part, 
ye will be Light in the Lord; Ye will come to me weaker 
than a new born Infant, bur Viliend you away ſtronger than 
David, wich the ſpiritual Anchor of Hope, firm and ſtrong, 
faltned within the Vail; Ye will come to me filthy, and 
ugly, and all over in a Leproſie; I'Il fend you away well 
clorhed, with my golden Coat of perfect Righreoutnets ; 1e 
will be comely with my Comelineſs, I will adorn you with 
Jewels. What think ye of Aſſurance of my Love, Peace of 
Conlicierc*, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Increaſe of Grace, and 
Perſeverarce? Fine Jewels ye will be adorned with, char 
& ye will look like the King's Daughter for Beauty! Ye wil 
be purified like Aba ſuerus his Virgins; ye will be fit abun- 
dantly for the King's Palace and Company : Ye will come 
to me, and wait at my Door, full of Sorrow in your Soul, 
and J will make you go away rejoicing ; the Shout of à King 
e will be heard in your Soul, rhe Voice ot Joy and 2 
7 | | *© 01 
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IThac ye are defeat with Corruptions, and that, ene Day or 
* other, ye will fall by the Hands of Saul; erying, O #r«dbed 
Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this Body of Sin and 
© Death? And I' ſend you away more than Conquerors, be- 
cauſe J love you; and III bew you, that the Enemy (Hal 
not exact upon me, nor the Son of Wickedneſs amlict me; 
and that the Throne and Government ot the Huute of David 
* 1s mine by Right, Donation and Purebaſe; and that III 
totally ruine the Houſe of Saul : And many ſueh ſweet and 
„ h-avenly Things will I ſhew you, and do for you, in Com- 
mumon with me. Therefore, Come away with me from Le- 
banon, „ Sponſe; Abandon the Law as your Husband, 

and the World as your Portion, if you be wiſe; for both 
will vex and torment vou, and ye will get no ſolid Reſt in, 
or by them. . So this View refreſhed, ſatisfied, and eom- 
forred me, after a good while of Confuſion, Deadnels and 
Darkneſs: And O! that God would ineline our H=zarrs to 
ake {weet-and pree!ous Chriſt our Alpha and Omega, the prin- 
ipal and ultimate End of all Religion; and that your: Ladi- 
ſhip may be led to the Tree of Life, and may eat of his pleaſant 


"Ph r 1 
will be within you: Ve will come to me, complainin®s 


come Fruits, and may lödee under his protecting and comforting 
away Phadow, - 15 the earneſt Deſire of, PROD Be). 
| part, Rig ht Honour able Madam, 4. e438 7 
reaker f Tour Ladiſhip's very humble Servant 
thai 8 in our Lord, 
trong Briſtom, Sept. . J. MO NRO. 
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To Mrs. Burnet. 3 


Honoured Madam, | | | FT 
OD has been pleaſed, in his adorable Goodneſs to the poor 


Church of Chriſt in this Land, to give our Enemies ma- 


ny Daſhes from firſt to laſt, eſpecially November 13th Inſtant, 
Wh:rein he miraculouſly made an Enemy, oonſiſting of upwards 


— — 


„ 


— . _— — — 


them, and to ſtrike them with an Infatuation; fo that proba-W 


bels; and our God ſeems to render a Recompence unto theiz 


chan ever the Names of Presbyterians were in the late bloody 


. 


is | 
of Nine thouſand, be defeat 3 of about Three thou? 
ſand and three hundred, who were deſpiſed by the Enemy, 
when they ſaw them: And now, what is further upon t 
Wheels of Providence, is hard for us to-determine, ſince out 
Eyes cannot pierce through the Womb of his Deerees, to behold M© 
What is there: Only I think, that the Lord ſeems to hardenif 


bly they mult yet be made to attempt further their pernicious 
Deſigns, in order to complete their Ruin, The very ſame Spi- 
rit that raged in the Prelatiſts and Malignants, in the late 
Times of bloody Perſccution, is raging this Day among the Re. 


Boſoms this Day, for the Blood they ſhed in Scotland formerly, 
They unjuſtly termed us the Rebels, at that Time; and they 
are juſtly accounted and called Rebels: They have ſhed the 8 
Blood of the God ly at Bothwel, Pentland and Alrs-moſt; and! 1 
their Blood was ſhed in Plenty in Sheriff moor and Preſton, andi. 
it may be more yet. Do thou unto them, as they Have done 
unto us, O Lord. I think, God has a Mind to make the Names 
of Jacolites and Malignants more odious in Scotland ere long, 


Reigns. Vengeance belong eth unto me, and 1 will recompen ſe, ſaith 
the Lord. And what would ye think, Madam, to fee theſ 
wicked, helliſh Attempts made, towards the Extirpation of 
Presbytery, yea, of the Proteſtant Religion, at length (what 
ever Miſchiefs they may yet be allowed to bring about to thigh}. 
Land, ſince they fee their All is at the Stake, and they them Nya 
ſelves are enraged, infatuated Deſperadoes) What would yelM.; 
think, to ſee the Iſſue of all theſe Troubles and Confuſions toll, 
terminate in the further Eſtabliſhment of Presbytery, and the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and of our gracious Sovereign King George hrt 
and his Iſſue, upon the Throne of Britain and Heland? Yea, 8+ 
what if this be the Way our wiſe God intends to bring about 
and uſher in theſe glorious Days, foretold and expected for theſ 
Lands ? It may come to pals, that we may yet be better ſifted 
and tried, before we be brought to Ephraim s Reſolution,” Ho 
ſea v. 14, 15: Says the Lord, I will be unto Ephraim as 4 Lion, 
and as « young Lion to the Houſe of Judah: I, even J, will fear, 
and go away; I gill take andy, and none [hall re ſcue him. I will 
ge, and return to my Place, until they ac non ledge their, Offenc, | 


nd ſeel my Face: In their Affittion they will ſeek me early. Aud 
haps vi. 1. comes in the ſweet Iſſue, which God, I hope, Will 


ring about in Scotland; Come, and let us return unto the Lord: 
of be hath torn, and he will heal us ; he hath ſmitten,. and he. 
Jill bind ut up. Afitr two Days be will revive us, and the third 


Day be will raiſe us up, and we will #ve in his Sight, & c. O that 


hows 
emy, 
nt 
e out 
ehold 
arden 


_ Bod would haſten that Day ! For as yet we are neither revived, 
_ raiſed up; for we have not acknowledged our Offences, 
C F x r returned unto the Lord. Creat have been and are our Na- 


onal Offences, and great and glorious are the Days we expect; 


* d I'm afraid, that betwixt otir great Provocations, and our 
t - orious Viſitation, will interveen greater n and 
** eier Blows than yet we have met with; tho' indeed we are 
tue Wought very low already, upon many Accounts, not unknown 


d the 
and} 
and 
done 


your Ladiſhip; eſpecially the great Reſtraint of the Spirit's 
ickning, inlightning, ſtrengthning, ſanctifying, and com- 
rting Influences, O how. great a ſpiritual Farnine is among 
Ta | 


For my Part, a Crumb is a great Dainty to me: I muſt d wn: 
at the Want of Chriſt's Viſits, and the Preyalency of ſpirit. 
al Security, and the Want of Strength in following hard after 
e Lord, lies ſo heavily upon my Heart, that I am ſorer preſt 
der theſe Burdens, than under the external Trials common 
du aß his People in this Land this Day. O what would Igive fot 
What Husband's Smiles, and to be in his Chamber of Preſense! 
0 thi What would I not go through, had I now what ſweet Incomes 
vas ſometimes privileged with! Had I the ſWeet Savour of 
ud y rift going through my Soul, had 1 Chrilt as 4 Bundle of 
Ins to Wrrbe lying all Night berween my Breaſts; were 1 walking all 
id the By with Chriſt in the Galleries of Prayer, and Medications up- 
ed geg rhe ſweet Word of Truth, the ſweet Promiſes of his Coyes 
Vea, mt; were I fitting on my Armour, and proving them, I 
aboutohr well adventure through the dark Valley of the Shadow 
Death at Night, when my Twelve Hours come to the Pe- 
ſiftedſpd. When I think, What is the Matter, that I get ſo little of 
1," Hohriftt now? ſince I am ſure, by his Word and Work, he and 
dnee met, yea, and were in tmutual Communion ; Somſetime 


the Whols 


am made to condeſcend upon theſe Reaſons; 
Fest, This is a genera), univerſal Stroke upon the 
ind among the Godly, Do not I hear the greateſt Part of them 
Stat. - ein 


Heart; 1 give over, and ſo am clothed with Rags : Dig I ean. 


4 © 


SP (1140 
Crying out; Met me, my Leanne ſo? Has not God blaſted our 
eans and Ordinances? Has he not turned our Rivers to a Mil. 
derneſs, and our Water- ſprings unto dry Ground ? &c. Pſal. evii. 
33, 34. Few obſerve this; but ſo it is indeed, and I am not 
worthy to be exeemed from my Share of the common Cala- 
Mmity. 5 | Vn . 5 
20% My own Sins withhold good Things from me, and my 
own Iniquity ſeparates betwixt me and my Particular: 
Iy, in the Firſt Place, my great Defigiency in Dili ence, not 
asking, ſeeking, and knocking : Theſe Terms imply a Gradation 
of Diligence; the Words have an Emphaſis in them: When we 
Want Chrift, we ſhould make much Din (in our ſecret Wrelt- 
lings with God) at the Throne of Grace for him, as worthy K. 
therford expreſſes it, I ought to be painful in digging; and 
(forſooth) becauſe I cannot find my Gold upon the Surface of 
the Mines, I ſoon weary under the Influence of a deceitful 


not and beg I will not; the old legal Prineiple too much re 

mains: I love not to beg, tho' the greateſt Saint that ever was, 
. enriched himſelf by begging, and receiving his All at free 
Grace's Door, Secondly, I find, I have a Heart and A Heart 
that is to ſay, I would have Chriſt, and yet am not divorced 
from other Lovers, Squint, yea ſtrong Looks to the Creature 
Conveniencies of Time, make Chriſt jealous of me, that I giy: 
him not all the Affections; and ſo he goes away, leaving me ti 
weary in the Greatneſs of my Ways: Hence I am made by hi: 
Grace to return to himſelf with the Strength of the Aﬀections 
crying, Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee? And upon the Eart| 
#here is none I deſire beſides thee, &e. O but it be difficult tc 
be denied to the Law as an Husband, and to the World as 
Portion RT 

zah, I find Want of Watehfulneſs a Reaſon of Chrilt'i 
withdrawing. The Spirit ſows the Seeds of Light, Life, and Li 
berty ; and, ere ever I am aware, the evil Spirit ſteals away, and 
the Cares of the World choke the Growth of the Seed; and ſ 
I amwhereI was: Alſo, when I get any Thing, I begin tc 
play with the Enjoyment, and, turning fond upon it, I forget 
the preſent Exerciſe of humble Dependence upon the Giver 
and fo loſe what I had; I am a baſe Improver. Many _ 
| ea: 


rorced 
ature 
I gw: 
me t 
by ht: 
tons 
Eart! 
ult tc 
Id as: 
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forget 
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more 


Rea: 


5 ( 115 ) 
Reaſons might be added, but I want Room? Let God get 
lory, but let me take Shame to my ſelf. Alien. 
Briſtow, Nov. 22. ]. MON RO, 
1715. a | . i . 


— 


LETTER AX 


| Near Brother, : 9 | _ 
Yy ours I received with Mr, William Ae Beth, I am ſorry that 
my Father is ſo low, Nature decays, I am refreſhed to 
ear that his Diſpoſition 1s changed to the Ad vantage: I have 
often prayed that he might have a ſweet Exit out of Time, fil- 
led with Viſion of, and Love to Chriſt, whenever the Lord 
pleaſed to call him, that he may have an abundant Entrance to 
the heavenly Kingdom, I am very glad, that God has, both by 
his Word and Providence, determined you to ſtay near our ho- 
neſt Father, to perform the laſt Part of Duty to him, as you write. 
O the unſcarchable Wiſdom of God in his Providences, and in 
his Regal governing Motions! He is round us, tho” for pre- 
ſent we ſee him not ; the wonderful Scene of Providences will 
afterwards be unfolded, to our eternal A ſtoniſhment. | 
Your Remark anent the Lord's removing his beſt Pieces of 
Pleniſhing out of the Houle, as a Token of his Departure, is 
very pertinent; but, bleſſed be his Name, that, while Sun 4 
Mom endure, he will have 4 Seed to ſerve him: Tho' the Hus- 


Eband-man may ſhear down his Field, and clean gather in his 
Edhcaves, yet he ſows the Field again. A Seed-time and a Har- 
veſt is the Lord's Promiſe, and he keeps his own: Share of that 
{Promiſe to himſelf (ſo to ſpeak.) Ay Father is the Hausband 


man, _ our Lord: He is annually planting and ſowing, and 

he is alſo gathering and reaping ; he has turned Outfield Scote 
land to the belt Infield in the World, where the Goſpel Seed is 
ſown abundantly in many Corners of the ſame; there are 
Sheaves gathered in by the Lord of the Scors Fields, tho indeed 
the Crop is thin, and our Husband-man, doth not return nh 
tus Boſom full of Sheaycs, as in Times pat, © 


Q2 Q 
> - Vs \ f | 


"LE ( 116 ) 

f but (dear Brother) I be refreſhed to find that your Con. 
victions have not proven abbrtive of a deſireable End !.. That 
Chriſt's Fulneſs, Fitneſs and Suffciency is at any Time diſ- 
played, and diſcovered to your Soul, tho' in never ſo ſmall a 
Meaſue. Prize much any little Allowance, and the Lord will 
give more; To himthat hath ſhall be given: Be not diſcouraged 
becauſe of Variations and Changes in your Frame; for herein 
nothing befals you, but what is common to all the Sced: of the 
Promiſe. *Tis the Characteriſtick of the Wieked, that they 
have no Changes; mean while it ſhould be our Regrate and 
Grief, that by Temptation and Corruption our Communion 
with Chriſt is interrupted, and that Sin is not more and more 
weakned, and Grace more and more ſtrengthned and flouriſh- 
ing, like Relet ah, whoſe Life was imbittered by Reaſon of her 
ill Neighbours, the Daughters of Heth; like David groaning 
aut, How long ſhall I ſofourn in Meſhech, and dwell in ahe Tents 
of Kedar; like Paul, O nretehed Man, & e. groaning under the 
Preſſures of the Law of his Members, &c. ----- But the Evan- 
gelick cordial Waters are running 'plentifully ; theſe ſweet, pure, 
Silver Streams of our Sanctuary are at Hand. I mind a 
Draught I got of theſe Waters at one Time, in the above- 
mentioned Caſe, was in Pſal. 89. 22. The Enemy ſhall not ex- 
att upon him, nor the Son of Wickedneſs «ffiiet bim; Tho' the 
Members may be bruiſcd, yet the Head Chriſt cannot be bro- 
ken, T be Enemy ſhall not exaft upon him; tho* we groan in the 
militant, yet he Reigns and Triumphs in the Triumphant 
State, and his fair Company of redeemed Ones with him. 1 
eannot tell you, dear Brother, how ſweet that Pſalm was made 


to me very often: Read it with an Evangelical Spirit, and ye 
will reap Advantage by it. So much only as a Touch, I mult Wi 
break off: I was never more ſtraĩitned of Time than now; 'tis 
a confuſed Time by Reaſon of our Flittings in the City. IE 


deſire to preſent my dutiful Reſpects to my Father; Iam 
ſorry 1 cannot be more uſeful to him now; and my Service to 
my poor Sitter, and the reſt of my Friends. I am, 9 


Dear. Brot her, 
Nur Servant in Chriſt, 
.MONEO- 


* 
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LETTER XXXI. 


raged Honoured and Dear Madam, 8 | 

jerein . „ | - 
of the Iſhing your Ladiſhip all ſpiritual and temporal Proſpe- 
they rity, I, mean Time, long for any convenient Occaſion 
and to converſe about Soul Matters, I fear, among other our De- 
inion Meays, this is one, viz; The Neglect of Chriſtian, loving, 


difying Converſe about the profitable, pleaſant, ſweer Ways of 
God, Whereof I am too guilty. 

For my own part, I find Chriſt always to be the good old 
Friend of Sinners (till ; tho' he Summers and Winters his 
poor Plants, yet ſtill their Sap remains in their Roots, The 


more 
iriſh- 
f her 
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T ents 


r the Need of GOD neyer dies; Thanks to him ouly for that : We 
Ivan. Nowe our Life to his Death, Reſurrection and Intercetſion. ; 
pure, When GOD oreated the natural Trees by his Word, ſay- 
ind a Eine, Let the Earth bring forth the Fruit Tree, yielding Fruit after 
Love. Kind, whoſe Seed is init ſelf : So in our new Creation 


L e. v 
the 
bro- 


1 the 


who are honoured with the Stile of Trees F a ee ) 
his Word and Spirit being the inſtrumental and efficient 
Cauſe of the ſame, he PRncns us to bring forth Fruit, hay- 
ng bur Seed in our ſelves. Now, Glory to his Name, that 
his primitive Law of our new Creation holds good to this 


_ Day ; the Trees of God, leſs or more, one way or other, bring 
made orch Fruit after their Kind, There is no reverſing, or recalling 
d ye of the Laws of Creation in natural Things, and why in ſpiri- 
muſt ual Things? Now the Lord has infuſed the Seeds and Ha- 


11 its of laving Grace in our own Souls, which never dies; the 
„. II Trees of Righteouſneſs have their Seed not from themſelves, 
Tam ut dropped in themſelves by a creating, myſterious Power, 
ce to This I find by Scripture and Experience to he true. There's 
- - ]Wiways a ſecking, living, praiſing, active, depending Prineiple 

In every gracious Heart, pointing ſtill towards precious Chriſt; 
he is always the Center of their Reſt, the Pole towards which 
he Needle of the Compaſs points: This ſeeking, living, de- 
Pending Principle, as above ſaid, is nouriſhed, ſtrengthned and 
prelerved by himſelf only. Kee "x57: 2a 

| SLE ac E's "i : 'Yelter- 


( 118 ) 
_ Yeſterday, I was eſſaying Humiliation, and Confeſſion e 
Sin before the Lord, being under Languiſhings of Spirit, for 
want of ſpiritual Life and Holineſs, as neceſſary Fruit requir. 
ed at my Hands: So was made to think 1ipon the Song of the and 
Lamb, which the heavenly Hoſt of the Redeemed do ſmg : 1 
ſee that they made mention ot their Sins, as Ingredients in 
their Song, even in Heaven: My Soul was refreſhed, when I 
did contemplate upon the Evangelical Nature of that Song 
this black Nature, and theſe filthy Sins of ours, which fore: 
briniſh Tears from our Eyes, and Grones from our Hearts; 
when Redemption trom them comes in Play, O how ſweetly 
does the redeemed Soul ſing! Had not Siu been, then no Sa 
viour, no new Covenant, no Goſpel, no Balm, no Phyſician, 
no Love of Gratitude, no Admiration of rich free Grace; were 
there no Sin, then no Fight under our Captain's Standard, nd 
' Victory for evermore, no ſpoiling of Principalities and Powers, 
no triumphant Shouts in Heaven or Earth, by our bleſſed ſlain 
yet living Lamb, no aſcending on high, leading Captivity cap- 
tive : In ſhort, were there no Sin, then no Need of Lay, 
Goſpel, or Bible; no Need of any of the great Offices, or ſweet 
Relations of Chriſt. O the profound Wiſdom of God, in al 
lowing Sin to enter into the World, yea, in allowing Sin to re. 
main 1m the Regenerate! that all theſe Canaanites were not at 
once deſtroyed : For my Part, I find even a Sweetneſs, and 
Liberty from Bonds, when J win to ſhed Tears, and to mourn 
over my black, ſ{winiſh Nature; O but this black Channel 
makes the Waters of free Grace to look very bright and chry 
.Naline! Theſe black Tents of Kedar make the Curtains of S 
lomon look very beautiful; the Contagion of the Body of Sin 
and Death makes the Roſe of Sharon {ſmell very {weetly, and 
the Alabaſtar-box of the Goſpel to caſt a pleaſant Perfume 
through the Houle of the Sinner. CITE 
O let us live by Faith on him, Who is of God made unte 4 
Wiſdom, Righteoujneſs, Santlification aud Redemption, that firk 
and laſt we may be juſtified freely by his Grace, through the Rt- 
demption that's in Chriſt Jeſus, whom God has ſet forth to be 4 Pro. 
pitiation through Faith in his Blood, &c. Let us ſincerely rel 
unſatisfied, till we have theſe precious Goſpel Myſteries, - not 
only ſeen intellectually, but felt by the i his 
en Spirit upon our Souls, O to have the Word of God 1n 


* 44 


1 „„ 
on afl his Goſpel, become the Work of God upon our Hearts, that 
t, for pur Hands may handle of the Word of Life! This, with the 


uir.MConſolations of the Spirit, I heartily with to your Ladiſhip 
och and all the Iſrael of God, and relis, _ F 
31 | a 
* in Honoured Madam, 
vhen l riſtom, at Edinb. Narr Ladiſhip's very humble, 
Song; June 34. TP _ obliged Servant, | 
| forex 1717. J. MONROQ? 
learts; n 3 155 2 
2 | SF 5 
10 Sa | 
ſieian, . E T IT E. R XXXII. 
Were A | 
d, no Much Honoured Sir, N | '* 
wa] Long to hear of your Welfare in Spirituals; I hope, he, who 


 {lain, hath begun te carry on a good Work, will carry on the 
y cap-Wſame to Perfection: The Juſt are as the ſhining Light, which 
Law ſbineth more and more to the perfect Day, even of the beati- 
ſweeiſf fick Viſion. Then the poor, weary, ſhattered Combatant will 
in al enjoy the Non-ſuch Triple Crown of Life, Glory and Righ- 
to re. teouſneſs. O to be honoured to continue in Well-doing, that 
10t atWat length we may enjoy Glory, Honour, Immortality, and e- 
and atetnal Life! Sir, ye want not Temptations, to cauſe you weary, 
nourngFn aſcending the Hill of God; eſpecially when GodJineſs and 
nannell Picty® is expoſed to the Ridicule of the Profane : But this, 


chry Sir, is a Patt of the Croſs, which the Chriſtian mult take up 
of Sl heartily, if he would be publickly acknowledged and acquit- 
of Sin ted, in the great Day of Accounts, by our worthy Lord Jeſus ; / 
, andWbeing caught up in the Air, to meet him in the Clouds of Hea- 


rfume ven. The Righteous are bold as a Lion, and, by his God a- 


Tilting him, will break Bows of Steel in Pieces ; and ſet his Face 


nto uM as Flint, in Oppoſition to the Stream of Profanity and Impiety. 
it ful O tis pleaſant in the Sight of God, and refreſhing to his Peo- 
ze Kt. ple, to ſee the Nobles and Gentry ſetting their Necks under 
4 Pro. King Chriſt his honourable Yoke ! If Peace of Conſcience, the 


y reli Joys of the Spirit, Progreſs in Grace, and Perſeverance, and 
„noi che eternal Emanations of Glory, at the Right Hand of the e- 
of hi ternal JEHOVAH, be not Wages enough for the ſoreſt 
* | SCORE a ola 
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| | . 120 ) | 
Work done for precious Chriſt, tis a Wondet © one Hour“ 
Fellowſhip with himſelf, over- values a Lifetime's Trouble. 
Dear Sir, Ye would know, and I hope, ye do know, that 
Nature itſelf is the greateſt Enemy and Hindrance in our Way 
towards Heaven; the Enmity whereof is invincible, but by a 
Caſt of creating infinite Power. We need not imagine, that 
God can, or will be well pleaſed with us, till the viperous 
Nature be at leaſt ſavingly and really changed, tho* not per- 
fectly, while here. The firſt Mean of the Change is, a deep 
Cnot overly or notional) realized View of our original and 
actual Guilt; 24ly, A real Weight and Oppteſſion of Soul, be- 
cauſe of it, begetting Wearineſs and Longings for Relief. 3dh, 
A juſtifying of God intellectually, tho' he ſhould caſt away;bur 
accompanied with an earneſt Agony of Soul to be delivered 
from the Power, as well as the condemning Guilt of Sin. 4thly, 
A total Deſpair of healing our ſelves by our Duties. Stöh, 
A Sight of Chriſt crucified, upon whom our Iniquities were 
laid, as the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS ; and as the 
End of the Law for Righteouſueſs to every one that believeth; Ney, 
as given for a Covenant to the People; in whom is lodged a Miri 
Fulneſs of Spirit and of Merit, and ſo made of God unte us Mr; 
Miſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanflification and Redemption; as the Fa- Wrix 
ther's Truſtee to fulfil his Law perfectly, and ſatisfie his Juſtice, 
and out Surety and Truſtee for the ſame End; as alſo to com- 
municate of his Spirit, and the purchaſed Bleſſings, rzedlured 
up in him for elect Sinners I ſay, A Sight of Chriſt, as the 
Fountain opened to the Houſe of David, and to every one of the 
Inhabitants of Jeruſalem nit hont Exception, who are wearied and 
heavy loadned with a Sight and Senſe of their natural black En- 
mity, in any tolerable Meaſure; this Sight of him, and of the 
free, free and rich Grace of God through him, in a Viſitation M 
ot Power, draws out the Affections, and opens the Heart to em- 
brace, receive, conſent, reſt, and rely upon the ſweet Goſpel- 

een This is juſtify ing Faith. Gh, Then Chriſt be- 
ing revealed in, as well as to the Soul, the Blood of the new 
Covenant and Teftameut ſprinkles the Conſcience, ſilenoes its 
Challenges; which occaſions our Obedience to run upon a 
new Hinge,and to flow from new Principles, viz. not, as before, 
from a Principle of Compulſion, Bondage, Fear, Mere-ſelt 
Applauſe, or Example; all the Ef of a ſpeaking pacural 
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Conſcience (which is but the Off- ſpting of the Bond-womati 
2ur's WM which leadeth to Bondage, and muſt be caſt out with her 
» - WSced) but from a Principle of a reconciled Conſcienee to God's 
that WHolineſs and Authority, of deat Affections, and ardent Love 
Way Eto his Honour and Glory, and to the Perſon of the Redeemer, 


by a Wof high Gratitude for electin „ redeeming, and ſanctifying 
that * What ſhall 1 render * Lord for all his Benefits to- 
rous ard, me? is fill the lead ing Word of the renewed Soul : The 
per · Ney of the Lord is his Strength: Religion then is their native, 
deep Neongenial Exerciſe. Then they find the Promiſe fulfilled, Heb; 
and Nx. 16. 1 will pur my Lays inte their Hearts, and in, their 
|, be- ¶ Ainds will I write them. 7thly, and Laftly, (left I be to te- 
3dh, Mdious, tho' upon a great and copious Subject) Then, the Cor- 
/;bur Wreſpondence is fixed by the daily humble Exerciſe of Faith and 
rered Prayer, upon the enlightned, renewed Sinner's Part, and by 
, che bleſſed Spirit on Chrilt's Part. For mutual Exchange and 
5 bh, MTrade, Chriſt takes the poor Creature's Wants, Plagues and 
were omplaints off his Hand, and gives him Grace and more Grace 
s the Ptrength, Life, Health, Light, Liberty, and Comfort, Digni- 

veth; y, Beauty and Glory, Himſelf in his Natures, Offices and Re- 

ed a the extiberant Riches of the Love and 


lations, to 1 : CITES ; 
;3race of God to the poor Sinner: All this is a glorious Cons 


rivanc? to exalt his ewn Glory, and abaſe the Rebel Sinner; 
hat he may take him at length cleanly out of himſelf, that. 
350d n be all and in all, and that Revenues” of Praiſe and 
lory may be coming in to himſelf thro” all Eternity. Amen. 
Now to conclude, Dear Sir, However mean and contemps 
ible the poor Scribbler of theſe Lines be, yet, froin a fervent 
Deſite for your Salvation, I preſs home that awful Sentence; 
Which was made ſo to me indeed, Pſal. xcy. 8, 10, 11. We 
Know not how long our Day of Grace continues with us, a 
pow long the Spirit of Grace will be dealing with us: Let us 
Work while our Goſpel Sun is up, and our Market continues; 
and our Twelve Hours remains: Strive to enter in at the ſtrait 
Tate of diſtinct Converſion;and if once your Soul win in at the 
zate of true Converſion, no Fear of a Share of that glorious 
ew Jeruſalem, whoſe Streets are of pure Gold, whoſe Gates 
are of one Pearl each, whoſe Light is now unaceeſſible to us 
hile in the Body, O charming Light of Glory, to ſee hitri 
3 he is! O taviſhing Temple, to be encloſed round with 
right Emanations of the * Perfections, and the 17 
L "on 
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Elucencies of his Being, ſhining threugh his darling Son; 
EM MANUEL, towards poor us, the Bride, the Lamb's WW : 

- Wife ! Tis then we will be clothed with Majeſty Divine. An- ing 
gels, tho' ſtrong Cherubs and Serephs, will be aſtoniſhed to ſee re 
the intuitive Glory (fo to ſpeak) of myftical-Chri(t, when our tet 
dear Lord vouchſafes a paſſing Glance of ſome Rays of the Stin ſu 
of Righteouſneſs upon poor us here below, when the Soul | thi 
makes a Skip, as it were, out of the Priſon of the Body, to- I. 
wards the upper Houſe, where Glory dwells, and the Perſon, ſes 
we deſire to love beſt in all the World, reigns. This is the or- <li 
dinary Experience of my of his People, and I put to. my Seal, en 
that a Day, a Moment in his Courts is better than a Thouſand. MW L 
I forget bas not before the Lord, tho' I bluſh that any ſhould Je 
think of me, that I am ſomething, when alas! I am in my ſelt of 
but as a Behemoth, a great Beaſt before him: If there were not m 
Balm in Gilead, I would fink : But this is a faithful Saying, i U. 
and worthy of all Acceptation, That Jeſus Chriſt came to ſave 
Sinners, whereof I am Chief, I recommend you, in Body and V 
Soul, to the great Shepherd of the Sheep, by the Blood of his m 
everlaſting Covenant, that he may make you per ſedt in every tk 
good Work, Heb. laſt, 20, 21, 22. 0 . E 


Briffow, June I. MONROTI & 
13. i91%. © | . N 


al 


Much Honoured Madam, 
1 Acknowledge, that upon many Accounts I owe the Debt o 
Gratitude and high Reſpect to your Ladithip : After Salu- 
tation, I hereby ſignifie, that your Brother, the Colonel, 1s 
my Neighbour, living now for the preſent in Regent William 
Scot his Lodging in Brifow. I had never the Honour of his 
Acquaintance formerly, but now find him an obliging, civil, 
moral Gentleman, well beloved of his Name; his Lady allo 
pleaſant and facetious, I, upon Mr. John Hepbarn's earneſt 
Deſire, brought the Colonel to his Lodging, co ſee the ſaid Mr, 


Fobn, 
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Fobn, who retains a great Reſpect to the Houſe of Fowlis, be- 
ing that the ſaid Family in their Station maintained the Inte- 
reſt of the Goſpel, and are ſtill Friends to the Reformed Pro- 
teſtant Religion, as now eſtabliſhed in Scotland: This 
ſurely is a Privilege of great Conſequence to them, ſeeing that 
the Lord himſelf ſays, Them that honowr me, 1 will honour. I Sum. 
11. 30. I dare aftirm, That if any have a Right to theſe Promi- 
ſes, which we have hanging in a Cluſter together, Pſal. xcl, 
eſpecially from V. 14. to the Cloſe, they are ſuch, who are in an 
eminent Station in the World, who deſire to fear and ſerve the 
Lord, ----- O how great a Bleſſing is it to be united to Chriſt 
Jefus.! Mult not ſuch have Life, who are Branches of the Tree 
of Life? Mult not theſe be ſtrong, who are Members of Him 
mighty to fave, and upon whom not only our Help 1s laid, but 
upon whom the great Truſt of the Government of Heaven and 
Earth is laid? Strong is he, who ſupports all Things by the 
Word of his Power: The angelical, animal, humane, and inani- 
mate Tribes are all ſupported in their Beings, and governed in 
their Operations and Motions by him, who is our Head; muſt 
they not then be honourable in God's Sight, who are Chriſt's 
Bride? Rev. xxi. 9. Fo. iii. 29. With whom he, has been at 
RO. fo much Pains, by making Purchaſe of her by Price, Power, 
Moyen, and Exchange, in dreſſing and adorning her by Law 
and Goſpel, by Rods and Mercies, by Deſertions and Enjoy- 
ments, by Corroſives and Medieines, Frowns and Embraces, 
dark Clouds and ſweet enlightning Blinks, Threatnings and 
Allurements, Diſtance and Acceſs, 1 Gr. vii. 23. Pſal. ex. 3. 
. Rom. viii. 22. 1 Sam. ii. 6, 7, 8, Rom. viii. 28. Dent, xxxii. 
from V. g. to 15? It wall ſeem to be the only Work of our 
exalted Husband, now exerciſing his Miniſtry in Heaven, to be 
ſo preparing and dreſſing up his honourable Bride, with the 
Robe of imputed Righteouſneſs about her, the Crown of Life u- 
pon her Head,theGirdle of the Aſſurance of Salvation about her, 
the Diamond Ring of everlaſting Love about her Finger, the 
Golden Bells and Pomegranates ef our High Prieſt about the 
Borders of her fair white Robe, the white Stone of Jultification 
and the new Name in it, in her one Hand, and the Bride: 
groom's Love-tokens in her other Hand; the Seal of the Spirit 
of Adoption upon her Heart and Affections, and the Seal of 

the Spirit of Holigels upon = working Arin,and lovely cy | 
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his Pituze, drawn by the Hand of the Spirit, upon her Heart 
and Affections; and a Motto with legible Characters over the 
Draught, HE IS ALTOGETHER LOVELY; 
the beauriful Shoes of Goſpel New Obedience about her come- 
ly Feet, Exel. xv1. from V. 6. to 15. Rom. vill. 38. 39. Jer. 
XXX1, 3. Exod. xxxix. 25, 26, Rev. il. 17. Gal, iv. 6. 1 Je. ii. 
3, 5. 2 Cor. iii. 18. Cant. v. 16. and vii. 1. Who can tell the 

Gignity, Glory and Beauty of the Bridegroom, and the Ho- 
nour and Beauty of his Bride, the Queen, who ſtands at his 
Right Hand, P/al. xIlv. 9. made comely with his Comelineſs, 
Exel. xvi. 14.? The Bridegroom himſelf is raviſhed, and for- 
ced to ſay, T boy art all fair, my Love, there is no Spot in thee, 


Cant. iv. 7, 9, 10. 
I fay, this ſcems to be the Drift of his Interceſſion, the 
Fruits of his exerciſed Miniſtry before the Throne, by his 
Word, Providences, and Spirit, to be thus trimming, ador- 
ning, and beautifying his Bride, until at length ſhe be fo 
preſented a glorious Church, without Spot, Blemiſh or Wrinkle, 
as that ſhe will become an agreeable Temple for Father, Son, Wlege 
and Spirit, through all Eternity, and a worthy Object of the 
endeared Love of the Trinity, and of the Wonder of all the ( 
. glorious Angels, Heb. viii. 6. Eph. v. 26, 27. 2 Cor. vi. 16. But 
O to be united to precious Chriſt, the unſpeakable Gift of ¶ for 
God ! Since thou waſt precieus in my Sight, thou haſt been honour- Re. 
able, Iſa. xliii. 4. Mult they not be fiee indeed from legal Bon- WM x 7 
dase, from Fears of Wrath, from Doubts, as to their eternal Wm, 
Welfare and Happineſs, from inexorable Juſtice, from the dead Mrhe 
Panos of an unreconctled awakned Conſcience, and the kil- Mon 
ling Sting of Death, Natural, Spiritual and Eternal, whom the Nexi 
Son maketh free, (Job. viii. 36.) by uniting them in a Day N w: 
ot Power, by Faith, to himſelf? It is for them he came to break ¶ Sa 
open Priſon Deors, 1ſz, Ixi. 1, 2, 3. Tis in their Ears he th. 
lounds the ]ubilee-Frumpet effectually; the Silver Trumpets, Min 
of the Gotpel, which are not like the Sinai Trumpets, to ter- pl: 
rifie, but to charm, allure and draw: Then the united Mem- th 
ber needs not fear that, as a Servant having received his Hire, WW 
hc {hall be catt out of the Hotiſe, Fob. viii. 35. but, as a Son ¶ an 
and a free born Har, muſt neceflarily dwell in the Houſe for WW tin 
ever, till at length he become a Pillar in the Houſe of his Fa- 
cher and God; then he will have his Freedom perfected rom * 
| Ae: diet. 8 N 
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'erruption; Devil, and World, Rev. iii. 12. --- Muſt they 
ot rejoice for evermore, who have found the Treaſure hid 1n 
he Field of the Goſpel, the inriching Peart of great Price, Mat. 
xiii. 44, 45, 46. Who are the Children of the Bride-chamber, 
ho tee the Bridegroom's Face, 7Jobn iii. 29 ? Muſt they not 
be rich, who have God as their Property, 2 Sam. XXill.- 5. 


and a Covenant that's well ordered 1n all Things, as a Pledge 


df their eternal Fruition of their great, comprehenſive Foun- 
ain-blefling, God himſelf ? Muft they not be Safe from 
Peril and Danger, who caſt their Anchor on the Rack of 
\ges, when (ſhaken with Tempeit, Iſai. xliu. 1, 2, ? No Fear 
of Hurt, while in the Clifts of this Rock, Evod. xxxiii. 21, 
2. No fear of Hunger and Thirſt, while the Hony drops and 
he Waters ſtream from this Rock, Pſal, Ixxxi. 16. 1 Cor. X. 
„ 4 can tell the glorious Effects of Union with our Lord 
rilt ? 
Now, Madam, All this abovementioned is to excite your 
Ladiſhip, to make ſure Work of this glorious and high Privi- 
lege; therefore, you and I are to ſcek for it, as an hidden, 
precious Treaſure, the moſt ſubſtantial one attainable. 
O to be much in ſeeret Prayer! Alas I am defectiye in this! 
But I think my Soul cleaves in Love to the Duty, and longs 
for Attainments in Holineſs, Pſal.” cxix. 20. Secondly, Serious 
Reading of the Setiptures, is a bleſſed Mean in the Lord's Hand, 
1 Tim. iv. 13. God meets with Daniel, Ezra, Joſhaa, Nehe- 
miah, David, Hezekiah, 3nd others while at Prayer, and with 
the Eunuch, while at reading. Thirdly, Meditation upon God, 
on Chriſt his Son, his Word and Works, P/ſal. xlix. 3. Pl. 
exix. 15, 78, 99, 148. On our own black Natures, and his 
way- of renewing our Natures, by Faith in his Blood, and 
Sanctification of the Spirit. For my Part, I put my Seal to it 
that this 18 a moſt profitable Duty : Divine Med itations, expreſt 


in our very Prayers, are very allowable: This is a Way of 


pleaſalit, profitable Converſe with Heaven. 4 hh, Hearing 
the Word; Faith comes by Hearing, ele ir from, Acts x. 44. 
While Peter ſpake, the holy Ghoſt fell down upon the Centurion, . 
and tlioſe even of the Gentiles wich him. I need not mul- 
tiply Heads, ſuch as Chriſtian Conference, Societies, and fo, 
Mal. ili. 16. But only add, that 'tis a Mark the Lord has a 
Mind to viſit thoſe with the Love he bears to his 1 
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. Pſal. evi. 4, 5. who are painful in the Means, Exel. xxxvi. 37 
and eſpecially when they are under a Senſe of extreme Pover 
ty and Want, datth, v. 3, 6. The poor, ſtarving Beggar, whe 
is active and painful in going from Door to Door, from c 
Street and Lane to another, and carries a Deportment ſelf- aba. 
ſing and profoundly humble, with a pitiful Aſpect in hi 
' Countenance, cannot and will not want Alms, Pſal. evii. 9, 
Jam. iv. 6, Not fo with the proud ſtout Beggar ; he oft 
times gets a Shoot away, when the humble, needy Beggar meet; 
with open Hearts. Madam, we are in all our Addrefles and 
Duties to look like our ſelves, Children of the firtt Adam, de 
ſerving rather Blows than Allowances of Generofity, Eph. 11, 1 
2, 3. yet upon the Bottom of Goſpel Encouragements, ſuch as 
Atts xiii. 47. Iſa. xlv. 22, 24, 25, & Iv: 1, 2, 3, 4, Cc. We 
are to come With a holy and humble Boldneſs to the Throne o 
Grace; To which Grace, that is purchaſed by our dear Eld 
Brother, I recommend your Ladiſhip, That he would perfect 
the Work of Faith with Power in your Soul, is the ſincere 


Prayer of, my” 
Honoured Madam, | 
Tour Ladiſhip's very humble Servant 
Bri ſtom, Tune g. | I. MONRO 
1718. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


April 15. 1719. 

Dear Madam, | . 
5 1 Had the Honcur of a Line from you, of the 27th of Marc 

1 and am glad you are well. I have been twice or thrice wit 
Ardoch, my kind good Friend, ſince he came to Town. Ada 
dam, It may be our gracious Lord may ſpare the. barren Fig 
tree another Seaſon yet; the impending Rod may be ſtayed 
upon the Account of the trembling, praying Handful in Bri 


tain and Ireland, There are ſome among us, to whom the Lord 


ſays, and {wears by the Excellency of Jacob, 1 will never for 


get any of their Works, Amos viii. 7, I am ure, there are Sin: 
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3 Britain and Ireland, 
1. 37 
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which God will never forget, till what 
s threatned in that Chapter be accompliſhed. But there 5 a 
zoodly Remnant in thir Lands, to whom the Lord ſays, I have 
ſeen no lniquity in Jacob, nor Perverſneſs in Iſrael, Numb. xxlii. 


n on. compared with Kom. iv. 7, 8. Jo ſuch he faith, FU forgive 


If-aba. 
in his 
vli. 9, 


e oft 


meet 


8 an 
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heir Sins, and their Iniquities lil remember no more, Jer. xxx1, 
4. Security when the Lion roars, and ſtrete hing upon Beds of 
vory, chanting at the Sound of the Vial, ſtupid Unconcerned- 
neſs is a terrible Sin; for ſuch Sinners of his People will die 
by the Sword, who lay, The Evil ſhall not prevent, or overtake 
them: And laviſh, diſpiriting, killing Fear is molt unbecom- 
ing his Iſraelites, to whom the Lines are fallen in ſuch delight- 
ſom pleaſant Places, as theſe lovely, green Paſtures are, where 
his own Flock ſhould reſt at Noon, viz. Divine Attributes, all 


tinctured with the Blood of Jeſus ; Divine Promiſes, full "and 
ſweet, being Tea and Amen in him; the condition 


8 al Promiſes 
by Faith becoming abſolute, Divine Providences of all Sorts and 


Sies led about by him, who is the Wiſdom of God, managing 
chem through the various Turns of theſe high and terrible 


Wheels, full of Eyes, in which Wheels was the Spirit of the 
living Creature, with ſuch Tenderneſs and Sympathy, ſuch 
Seaſonableneſs and Dexterity, that theſe Five thouſand Years 
they never ſo croffed over a Believer, as to break one Article of 
their Covenant of Peace, or one Bone of a Saint: Theſe high 
and dreadful Wheels did not break one Bone of our dying 
Lord, even upon a Croſs; rather we are to Hand fill, and ſee 
the Salvation of the Lord in every Turn of the Wheel ; - for the 
Spirit of the living Creature, even our living Mediator, guides 
them, according to Pſal. Ixxviii. 72: Ss he fed tbem aecordi 

to the Integrity of his Heart, and guided them by the Skilfulneſs of 
bis Hands, We are not to image that there is any Anger 112 
his Heart towards his own Inheritance; All his Paths are 
Mercy and Truth, to ſuch as keep his Covenant. O ſhould not 
we rejoice in believing and receiving, when he rejoices now in 

runmng fo ſtately a Race of Providences ! Pſal. xix. 5. Dear 
Madam, Pray much for the Soul-comforting Faith of this, that 
the Spirit of the living Creature is in the Wheels; and there- 
fore the Wheels are full ot Eyes, and then ye cannot be afraid 


Jof evil Tidings, Pſal. exii. 7, and ye Will find all the Promiſes 


in that 91ſt P/alz,, one Way or other, made out to you, Bleſſed 
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that nere told her from the Lord, Luke i. 45. Dibin Operations 
in, and for our Souls, and the Church ; former Experiences 
are {veer Paſtures alſo in threatning Times; Has he done, and 


will he not do? His Nature is unchangeable, his Covenant 


unalterable, Were we more ufed with ſinging the 136th Pſalm, 
we would be of the ſtrong Cattle of Laban's Flock, which fell 
to be Jacob's Portion: Feeding on former Experiences is very 
fatning and ſtrengthning. May the Lord fo ſtrengthen his Peo- 
ple in Times of Threatnings, as to be heartily willing to be at 
our dear Lord's Diſpoſal: The Faith of the living Creature“ 


Spirit to be in the Wheels, is a ſecret Support to my Soul. 


Pleaſe write to, 

P.S. My Wife, who is ſafely —Honowred Madan, = 
delivered of a living Child, Tour wery, &e. 
wires her Reſpects to your BEE J. MONRO: 

_ Ladiſhip, 22 
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1-6 TÞER XXXV. 
8 | Fehr 1 
Very Reverend and dear Sir, un un 


I Hope, the Lord is ſweetly exerciſing you, both to know the 
Language of his adorable Diſpenſations towards you, and 


. he that belleved ; for there ſhall be 4 Performance of theſe Things 


alſo how to improve the ſame ; Two difficult Things to win at; I ! 


But, Glory to him, in whom dwells the Fulneſs of the Godhead | 
bodily, who is our Prophet, our Wiſdom, to teach the Mind 
and Will of God for our Salvation, and Generation Work, as 
well as our SanRification, to teach us how, and to cauſe us 


improve all Mercies and Rods for his own Glory: He is the 
quickning Spirit, hence eur Life is bid with him in God. I only 
ſuggeft, 1990, Thar, being informed of your worthy Father his 


Piety and Godlineſs, ye have no Reaſon to mourn as theſe do, 


who are without Hope ; yea, rather we are to conceive inwar 
Satisfaction, in the D iſſolution of our godly Relations, who 


of 


| are graclowl(ly taken away from the Exil te come ; for I a abend 7 


renant 
Pſalm, 
n fell 
very 
s Peo- 
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Soul. 
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i een it the Be ad, Who, kan bar. jos ah 


;odly may beallowed to fall in the Day of common Calamity ? 
ince we have all, one Way or other, contributed towards ag= 


gravating the ſtanding Controverſy againſt the Land; therefore 
tis more tolerable our Relations be called by the Lord in the 
ordinary Way of all Fleſh, than to fall into trying, cruel and 
barbarous Treatment from Men, who are his whetted Sword: 
Therefore, pleaſant Submiſſion is neceſſary ; yea, we are to be 
df a more noble Spirit, than to pore upon perſonal Troubles, 


hen the Lion roareth, and the Cloud ready to break out into 
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Deluge. 
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| L. 36. 
Reverend and dear Sir, ' 


| TE good to dwell near the Sun. and to lodge under the 


Shadow of the Tree of Life, bleſt and renowned Chriſt, 
ho makes even our Croſſes to afford a ſweet Savour. Wel- 
ome Croſs, if Chriſt come with it; His Bite and his BloWare 
ood for ill Bairns. O! I would not give one of his generous 
ooks for much Gold, tho? never ſo ſtraitned; tho indeed my 


dultervus Heart caſts frequently unohaſt Looks towards that 


Vhore, the World: Holy is He, who prayed the Father to 


xcep us from the Evil that's in the World. Dear Sir, J hope; 


e himſelf will comfort you againſt all Grief : Only appear for 
his glorious Head, the Prophet, Prieſt, and King of his own: - 
urch, and keep the Word of his Patience; and. he will keep 


in, and from the Hour of Temptatien. He was never behind 


and with any of his honeſt Confeſſors, who've contended. 
'r the Faith once delivered to the Saints: Every one of his pre- 
ous Depoſirars, which. he intruſted his honeſt Servants with, 
ou know, is worth our Lives; but, as good, he allows us to 
iy down our Demands upon his Mercy-fear, tabled before 
im, to anſwer us, which are included in his Promiſes, which 
e never did nor will deny; whereof Comfort in A fflictions is 
r. O tis feet, when the Promiſe is laid humbly and be- 


ingly upon the Mercy-ſeat ! Noble is the Chriftian's 

verciſe. 5 . . . 

iſton, March 14. J. M ON R Oz. 
1717. 1 > 


Reads 
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' Reverend and dear Sir, L. 37. 

Ours I received laſt Week, which was acceptable Two 
Ways: I was truly edified by your ſweet, pertinent Ob. 
ſerves, about the Croſs ; they agreed with what the Lord made 
me frequently take Notice of, in my farting Meditations, This 
Subject, viz, the Chriſtian's Croſs, cannot be too frequently 
thought upon, and ſpoken of, by a ſeriouſly exerciſed Soul ; 
Holy, humble, practical Submiſſion is indeed (I find) the Work 
of his right Hand of Power in the Soul, a Leſſon not below the 
greateſt Maſter in Iſrael to learn; one of the moſt beautiful Gar- 
ments and Ornaments a Chrittian can wear; a worthy Badge 
ot our Lord's Children, Brethren, and Seryants. O to win at 
it! It is fertile of Glory, as it is here a ſhining Grace; it 1s 
a noble battering Ram, to pull down and ſhake the Walls of 
Nature, Self, and the deſperate Enmity of our Hearts; it chps 
the Wings of our high-flying Independency., Chriſt is ſweet, 
and his Graces are like himſelf, O to be a true, ſincere, pra- 
 Qtieg), evangelical Chriſtian! The Deſignation, CHRISTIAN, 
comprehends much; but, woes me, my Leanneſs! O Sir, 1 
cannot tell how much we are obliged to his free Grace for 
Chriſt! Bleſſed be his Name, that that Word is in the Bible, 
In rhe Lord have 1 RigBteouſneſs and Strength; THE LORD 
JESUS, OUR-RIGHTEOUSNESS, is the Motto (if I may 
ſo ſay) that Faith carries on the Forchead, the Foundation it 
ſtands upon: I ſay, Bleſſed be his Name, that it is not ſaid, 
In the Law have I Righteouſneſs and Strength, Let Arminians, 
Pelagians, Socinians, Papiſts, 8c, and ſuch black Cattle, feed 
their Fill upon the Husks of their rotten Performanees; but J 
ean never get a Meal of it, it will never do with me; and the 
Lord keep me from ſuch Conditions of Life: A Prodigal, a 
free Grace s Debtor, looks better, and does better; a poor Cri- 
minal, creeping towards the Merey- eat, keeping Chriſt be- 

twixt him and the Face of his incenſed Judge, does well. 
Lord help his Miniſters to preach the Goſpel aright; let them 
never mix, but rather quench Sinai's Fire with the Blood of 

Chriſt. | | 
Briſton, April 4. 1717. J. MONRO. 
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Reverend and dear Sir, E 
1 Am glad to hear of your Recovery: Lord keep you in a 

Capacity to go about your glorious Maſter his, Work, and 
himſelf help you to Faithfulneſs in this fad declining Day; 
Courage and Zeal in his Cauſe is well pleaſing to him. Theſe 
two or three Days bygone, I was made to @bſerve, That, tho” 
we may be very defective in our Chriſtian, religious Perfor- 
mances of Prayer, Reading, with Spirituality of Mind, Medi- 
tation, Watchfulneſs againſt the inward Breathings and Moti- 
ons of Sin, Mortification-of Idols, and ſuch like Duties; yet 
(if this be our real-Exerciſe and our Burdev) we are te judge, 
that Love to our worthy Redeemer, a wondring, praiſing Frame, 
delighting in the Beauty of Holineſs, longing for a State of per- 
fect Holineſs, admiring the Patience, Forbearance and Good- 
neſs of God, keeping faſt Hold of an unchangeable, well order- 
ed, well furniſhed, well managed Covenant; I ſay, theſe Exer- 
ciſes are ſo acceptable to Cod, ſo material Parts of Goſpel Holi- 
neſs, as great Reaches of moral Performances. This is clear 
from Scripture ; you know we are not to ſeparate the manual 
Work from the mental (fo to ſay) for all this: But it 1s ſatiſ- 
fying, to exerciſed poor Things, that oft-timcs the Will is taken 


for the Decd, | 
July 1717. J. MONRO. 
Reverend Sir, N * 
I Heartily wiſh a pleaſant and profitable Time of it, at your 
Solemnity: Much Humiliation uſhers-in much Conſolati- 
on; a ſweet Rule, tho' ſometimes Surpriſes of Life from the 
Fountain of Life, beget Humiliation and Tears of joy; and 
what can David ſay more? Senſe is good, but Faith is better: 
Sure I am, Faith is more permanent, as well as more firm; 
ſince it looks backward, towards everlaſting Love, the Source 
of all Blefſings ; foreward, to what is in the. Womb of the Vi- 
ſion to be aecomphſhed : Yea, I am of the Mind, that the lively 
Exerciſe of Faith never wants ſomething of Senſe, that 1t enjoys 
for the preſent ; ſince Faith mult always act upon Revelation, 
2nd proportionable to the enjoyed Revelation is always the En- 
joyment of Senſe. Never is Chriſt ſeen, tho in the Swadling- 
Clothes of abſolute Promiſes, but the Soul rejoices z This ia 
- | S 2 Fo Senſs 


gu” 


L. 39. 
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| ( 332 ) 


Senſe, viz. the Joy and Serenity of Mind, ce. flowing from 4. 


Goſpel-reyelation, in ſome Meaſure applied by Faith; the more 
dull, low, and langind the Exerciſe of Faith is, the leſs Senſe, 
O Sir, I fee the Need of a cloſs, daily, believing Depen- 
dence upon the Lord Jelus, in whom is laid up an infinite 
Treaſure of all Divine Perfections of the Godhead, which is a 
Treaſure for the Angelical Hoſt ; and the purchaſed Treaſure 
of the Mediatorial Perfections for the Humane Race: Tho I do 
not hereby mean an Exeluſion of the Seraphick Tribe from the 
Benefits accruing to them from the Mediator's Fulneſs, as ſuch; 
far leſs the humane Race from the Goodneſs flowing from the 
eternal Son, coererna!, cocqual with the Father, as ſuch. The 
Lord ſtrengthen you in your Work, and may he give much near 
Accels to himſelt in your Prayers and Performances. Few know 
whatAccels is, as Hoſe; upon the Mount, or Aaron in the Holy 
of Holies: But I bluth to ſpeak of theſe Things. O for Acceſs ! 
And O, to be out of this weary, weary, ſinning World! I 
mutt tell you, my Soul pants after eloſe Acceſs here, yea, af- 
ter his Courts above; yet I muſt wait till the Time appointed 
come: And tho Si prevails, as a very Flood, over my Soul, 
let the Ark of Faith ſwim over all the Flood. Grace would 
want its Beauty, had not Sin been monſtrous: Chrilt would 
want his Glory, had not a blacked Sinner been his Bride. 
Eriſton, Auguit 22. J. MO NRO, 
1717. | 
| Li: 40+ :7 | 
Reverend Sir, | Brijtow, May 29. 1718, 
V Ours I received, which was very ſealonable and acceptable, 
confirming my own Views of Church-management in 
Judicatorics. I fear the Overthrow and Diſſolution of theſe 
Courts, where Chriſt is not honoured : May infinite Good- 
nets, Mcrey and Paricnce ſee our Ways, and heal us, and not 
deſtroy us, that Comfort may be reſtored to Zion's Mourners, 
ſome of whom, though ſtraitned, pinched, and burdened for 
nacional, and perſonal Plagues and Evils, yet in our ſweet 


Lord [cius they are not ſtraitned. O Sir, He is a dear, lovely 
and attcctionare Mediator; I am much obliged to his generous 
Allowaiices to poor me, who ſeck him not aright, yet he 1s 
found of me; rather I, poor ſtraying I, am found of him, 
Liciied Shepherd of Hrael! J am athamed of bis 7 - 


- <<, 


. 
ſuch a Wretch : When I am weighted in Soul in any Concern; 
O he is then a Healer! A View of him, and a little Acceſs, 
ſweetly exhilarates the Soul : When the Conſcience falls a chid- 
ing, he huſhes it to Silence by a Sprinkle of his Bloed : The 
High. prieſt is never amiſſing from our Altar- ſide (fo to ſpeak} 
when a poor Body comes with the Sacrifice; ay, he provides 
the Lamb himſelf, that we may lay our Hand upon the Head 
of the Sacrifice by Faith, c. Wretched Lepers all over have 
a kindly Reception; tho' they may dwell in a ſever'd Houſe, in 
their own Eſteem, as the Chief of Sinners, yet they ſhall dwell 
with him, even in him, leprcus as they are, when they come 
to him ; yet a Dip in the medicinal Waters, the Jordan of our 
Goſpel-ſanctuary, cures the filthy Leper. O, this is too large 
a Field to inſiſt upon! Too deepa Well to dip in, in this Man- 
ner ! You are in Time and Eternity ro preach upon this re- 
nowned High- prieſt, Cc. and I to muſe upon, and turn over 
the Leaves of this Book of Life, while I have a Being here and 
hereafter. O for the Perſpective of Faith, ay to be reading the 
glorious Golpel-expoſition of that Text, I have given him as 4 
Covenant to the People ; and 1 Cor, 1. 30. He is of God made un- 
to 45, poor us, (Fc. J. MON RO. 

L. 41. | 

Reverend and Dear Sir, .  Fuly 17. 1718. 
J See it clearly, that our State here 18 truly militant, and that 
this Stage ot Time requires the Exereiſe of Faith, in its ſweer, 
compoſing Dependence, in its anchoring Grips, in its future 
Proſpects, and its preſent Perſpectives of Chriſt, through Pro- 
miſes and Providences; and 'tis ſolid, ſecure, ſtanding on the 
Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, jeſus Chriſt: And 
O that, in the Whole of its Exereiſe, we may find him a li- 
ving, attractive, communicating Stone of Virtue; that we may 
alſo be lively Stones in the noble Edifice of the ſpiritual 
Temple; that we may become a living Temple within the 
Temple, a Court ineloſed within an Incloſure of Attributes, 
Promiſes and Providences of God, Our Dpelling-Place in all de- 
nerations. T M ON RO: . 


Reverend and Dear Sir, : Auguſt 20. | 1718. 
your laſt to me was refreſhing. Long may precious Chriſt 
be ſweet aud ſavoury to you and me: I do not deſire to 


— 


* 
* 
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8 „ 
be free of a La- court, erected and eflabliſhed by the King's 
Authority in my own Conſeience, provided my God incar- 
nate (the guilty believing Sinner's dear Ad vodate) be not a- 
miſſing, and abſent at every Hour of Cauſe; r Fo. ii. 1, 2. is 
- ſubltantial Seripture. I had a ſweet Thought this Night, viz, 
Thinking on the Egyptian Plagues of Frogs, of Flies, Vermine, 
Cc. they filled the whole Land, went in to the King's Bed- 
chamber ; a grievous Caſe. yet not ſo with his People (but 
the Reverſe :)The Lord's Goodneſs, like a Flood of Waters run- 
ning through the whole Earth, filling every Corner, our Fields, 
Streets, Shops, Fire- ſides, Cloſets, Beds, and all filled with his 
Goodneſs : But tho' fo, yet the Wicked, tho' ſurrounded with 
common Goodneſs, will find a Flood of Mercy ebbing, and 
a Flood of Wrath ſucceeding for ever: But his People's Mer- 
cics here, are ſucceeded by Rivers of Pleaſures from his Right 
Hand for ever, from one bleſſed Stream to another they go, 
when they believe, and fo are united to dear Chriſt : The ne- 
ther Springs are purchated, covenanted Strezms ; the Streams of 
ſpiritual Bleſſings, Graces in Habits, and nouriſhed by Influ- 
ences, are Streams from Lebanon, Sanctuary Waters: O for ma- 
ny Draughts of them ! But what are immediate Streams from 
beneath the Throne of God? Immediate Emanations from his 
Eflence ; the Glories of each of the adorable Perſons flowing in 
upon the Soul, filling up every Part of the glorified Veſſel ! 

O Dear Sir, I think, tis pleaſant to think on Moſes his lof- 
ty, elevated Views and Expreſſions of God's Relation to his 
People, and theirs to him, Deut. xxxiii. 26, 27. There is none 
like the God of Jelurun, who rideth upon the Heaven in thy 
Help, and in his Excellency on the Sie: T he eternal God is thy 

Refuge, and underneath are the everlaſting Arms, 8c, — Hap- 
y art t hon, O Iſrael; who is like unto thee, O People ſaved 
by the Lord, the Shield of thy Help, and Sword of thy Excellen- 
cy ! O Bleſſings to him for a Throne of Grace, and for the full 
Streams running down from beneath that Throne and Mercy- 
ſeat! Theſe Things are ſweet the Night. That the Lord may 
hold theſe ſweet Waters to your Head, in the full Cup of Sal- 
vation, is the Deſire of, ä | 

OY | | Sir n 


Tours in 
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gur Dear Lord Tefus, 
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Reverend Sir, Briſton, Nov. 28. 1718. 


Our kindly, ſubſtantial, ediſying Lecter I received: I heard 
ſince of ydur bodily Indiſpoſition, in which 1 heartily 


„ 


Impathized with you. Bleſſed be God for the Hopes of that 
City, wherein the Inhabitants ſhall not complain of Siekneſs, 


either natural, or ſpiritual; to which in due Time we ſhall ar- 


rive, who have Hope in Chriſt. Our Intercefſor is more active 


than we are aware of: The Whole of the Government of the 
Univerſe, even of the Frame of Nature, which by Chriſt (our 

Wiſdom, as well r Witdom) was created, ' of our 
Souls and Bodies, of the Church univerſal and particular, js 

laid upon the Shoulders of him, who is wiſe in Counſel, and 

mighty to ſave, He does govern all well. © that 'we found 

Virtue coming from him, to dry up the bloody Iſſue, which 

is incurable any other Way! Let him reign, till all his Ene- 
mies be made his Footſtool. I am in Haſte, 

Reverend Sir, 

Nurs very affectionately, = 

J. MON RO. 

I. 44 | 


Reverend and Dear Sir, December 5. 1718. 


Am ſorry that your Indiſpoſition continues : Good is the ö 


Will of the Lord. I hope you lodge under the Shade of the 
Tree of Life, his Leaves will heal you; Afflictions from his 
own ſweet Hand, are certainly ſome of theſe healing Leaves: 
I mean, the Virtue which comes from our living Head by the 
lovely Miniſter, the Spirit, through the Word given, and pre- 
ſented in the Affliction, doth heal the Soul, which takes away 
the Poiſon and Sting our of the Aﬀigtion of the Body, Many 
have found their ſick Bodics whole, when theſe Leaves of the Tree 
of Life were, by the Spirit of Faith, applied to them. O vir, - 
how unſpeakable a Gift is beſtowed on us, a GO D incarnate, - 
Jehovah in our Nature, yea, (till appearing before Jchovab in 
our Room and Stead ! I was thinking this Morning on the 
hypoſtatical Union; I profeſs, I was put to a Maze of Wender; 
but I thought, a ſmall Ray of the Glory of this r 
IMMANUEL paſſed throngh the thick, dull and groſ: 
Conception I have naturally: O the Glory and 1 

: a 
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136 ) 
and Uſcfulneſs that's in Him for poor us! Jehovah contrived; 
traverſing through the Depths of his Wiſdom, Love, Grace, 
Merey and Holineſs, and produced this wonderful Up-ſhot, 
of a God in our Natures ; Jehovah undertook,” deſiring a ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom, a holy Seed, the bright Diſplays of his own 


Perfections, the high Elevations ( to a clear Perſpicuity ) of his 
own Grace, to haye his Grace high and lifred up, to take a- 


Way all Quarrels, to have a profound Peace in Heaven, upon 


the triumphant Stage of the upper Houſe, deſiring greatly to 
de a triumphant Conqueror over Hell and Death, Satan and 


Sin, the Maſter and Slave, to outbrave and defy him, to rob 
and ſpoil him, to kill and torment the Tyrant, to throw aſide 
Death, to take all his Arrows from him; having a Deſire, a 
generous Deſire, that Captives be releaſed, the Blind have 
their Sight, the Deaf hear, the Lame walk, the decrepit Dwarf 
ſtand up ſtraight, have a good Proportion; having a Deſire to 
have many to ſurround his Throne of Merit, and trumpet 
forth his Praiſe, as Mediater, Head of a Hoſt of Heavenly 


Singers, Head ot a Glorious Army of Conquering Kings; hav- 


ing a Deſire, that his offended Father ſhould be ſatisfied, by 


, preſenting a numberleſs Hoſt of holy, humble, obedient Ser- 


vants before him, as the Fruits of his own Death, and now 
Intereeſſion, as the Travel of his Soul, each of them bowing at 


his Footſtool, pouring out their renewed and ſanctified Powers 


vile as a Devil, as dead as Lazarus, a perfect Slug gard, a eee. 


in the ſweet Songs of his Praiſe; (O Matter of the moſt ſub- 


lime Rapture!) Jehovah undertook, and not for nought: 1 


maſt ſtop; the Subyect is raviſhing, the Soul ſinful and loth- 


ſom, and ( in belt Enjoyments ) Water weak. You and I, 


Sir, mult keep up the Hopes of feeing Him as He 1s ; and re- 
fer Matters to a full Fruition and Viſion : We are eternal 
Debtors to Jehovah Undertaking, as well as Jehoyah Con- 


triving. Let us now be paſſive, and let the Spirit of God and 


of Glory reſt upon us, that we may rejoice in Tribula- 
tion, c. 2 5 

When I ſee Chriſt, God-Man, I think all the black Cata- 
logue of my Sins will not (top my Flight towards him, I muſt 
admire, praiſe, love, and long: I cannot tell you, Sir, how 


much poor, wretched, ſ:nfull, immoral me is obJigcd to his 


ſweet, bleſt, erernally bleſt, lovely Face. Fl tell yon, 1 was as 


eing 


"IT" 1... 0 
fleeing from God and Duty, till the Weeds wrapt about meg 
the World impriſoned me, Luft was firong ; in ſhort, all was 
wrong: But one Blink of Chriſt, by the Spirit applying the 
Word to the Soul, makes all right. In ſhort, he ſent a Rod; 
threatned to take away my only Son from me, Yeſterday abotit 
Twelve o Clock, being ſuddenly ſeized with a complicated 
Diſeaſe, juſt upon the Brinks of Eternity; bleſt He, re- 
prived the Child, and comforted my felt. (Of Jehovah apply- 
ing and miniſtring, I Il forbear now, till another Occaſion that 
the Lord offer.) The Scriptures, made ſweet at this Time, 
are xxv. Pſal. 10 v. Exel. xxxi. from 3, to 10, & downwards, 
{piritualized, and in many Particulars applied to our Heloved. 
Dan. iv. from 10. downwards. Heb, viii. 6. and ſo— This 
I communicate, to ſtrengthen your Hands in our Lord. Grace 
and Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt: GOD the Father made à 
Covenant with his dear Choten Chriſt, and he is not as Man 
to Chalige. Tam 8. n 

ff as pros Yours affectionately in our Lord, 

JL. MONRO. 


Reverend Sir, | December 26. 1718. 

Am much concerned at your long Indiſpoſition: May the 

Lord refine and chooſe, allure and ſpeak eornfortably to 
your Soul, in the Wilderneſs and Furxace of Afflictiom: And 
as the Angels miniſtred to Chrilt, firengthning his humane 
Body, in his Temptations and Suffgrings ; ſo may tHe Spirit 
of this living Head, ftrengthen, cheriſn and comfort, meeken, Þ 
and compoſe, and ſanctify your Soul in your Trials. The 
Glorious Jchovah, electing, purpoſing and. deviimg, the Glo- 
rious Jchovah undertaking and perfecting the Work of out 
Salvation, God begetting, and God begotten, did and do 
ſend God the Spirit applying, for to eonvinee the Elect of their 
natural loſt State, of their Spiritual Darknels,, Deadneſs, 
and Enmity, in their deplorable, | bound, and enflayed © 
State, of their criminal State in the Fir f Adam, of their 
own manifold Crimes, and , Rebellion againſt GOD, 
and his Divine holy Law: Many Things doth the Spirit con- 
vince of, firſt and laſt; digs deep to lay the Foundation of 
Converſion ſure. I am of the Mind of thoſe, who maintain, 


; © 45s 


that as deep as Geavitiou is in * Soul, Proportionab 1 ir _ 


/ will the after Work of Grace ih Jehovah applying, byConvicti- 
on, plays the Kings Lion Herauld, comes with Stinithens 
and Commiſſions to apprehend the Rebel, the Meſſenger to take - 
bim by Caption; and ſure Iam, tis a terrible, Day to the 
Criminal; the Herauld's Trumpet Sound makes him quake, 
Cur ſed is every one, that continueth not in all Things written in the 
Book of the Law, to do them; Tribulation and Angmiſh to every Soul 
that 1 Happy they, who are thus awakned, and taken by 
the Spirit's Caption; the Wound then given, and the Mar 
thereof, and of the Iron Chains and Braſs Fetters, wherewith 
the Soul was bound ſtrongly, remain to a Man's dying Day: 
That Part is tender and very feaſible ; a little Touch, upon e- 
ery Relapſe in Sin, makes the Conſgience blood afreſh.” In 
this Work of the Spirit, the Eye is enlightened by the Fire-flaſhes 
of Sinai; the legal Candle is lighted in the Conſcience, and in 
the Underſtanding, and diſcovers the Face of an angry God, 
and the Book of the Law all torn to Pieces by him; hg makes 
them feel Pain, and hear a terrible Noiſe : Others he, treats 
gently, takes him by the Hand, tells him, Man, you are loft 
dy Nature, under the Sentence of Death, an Alien to the com- 
mon Wealth of Iſrael, a Strang er to the Covenant of Promiſe, without 
God in theVorld ; you have no Right to the Promiſe, nor any 
ſolid Ground of Hope of Happineſs ; you are ignorant of the | de 
Goſpel Myſteries ; is not Faith and juſtifieation a mere Myftery | m 
to you? You have never yet believed in a right Way; There- | 
fore expect no Accels, nor Acceptance before God in this State, 
&c. ---- Thus, in a quiet, ow, rational Way, ſome, of a more 
ſmooth Walk, are convinced, and in due Time are ſavingly 
enlightned in the Knowledge of the Goſpel Way of Salvation, 
by free, abſolute Grace, through the doing and dying of the | ye 
Lord Chriſt. This Work of Conviction, legally before Con- 
verſion, evangelically and kindly after Converfion, always 
follows the Elect till they come to Glory: And, bleſſed be 
| God for it, all the Diſhes of Conſolation upon the Believer's, 
Table, are fauced with a Sight and Senſe of Sin, which makes 
the poor Soul feed ſweetly upon the Grace that's in Chriſt Je- 
ſus : I only hint a little ar the Work of Conviction, in this 
Miſſive, aud break off, leaſt I be 1 to you, I am, 
8 
| ; Your obliged bumble Servant, 
b * "os 4 2 0 : . MO N R O. . 
| | 1. 46. 
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13 Brin, Feb. 1 191g; 
I Long to hear particularly how it is with you now, as to 
Health; and if our Lord feeds you, as he did the Houſe of 
my in Eg ypt, under 7 eph's Hand, in a Day of Famine: 
m ſure this is a Day of Famine, and yer nes, here and 
there, get ſome little Meals to preſerve Life, God ſtands in all 
Ages tied, in Point of Faithfulneſs and Neceſſity, to his own ' 
Prothiſes, as to their Quality, tho? not fo ſtrictly as to the Mea- 
ſure of Bleſſings ; Therefore, becauſe he lives, we ſhall live al 
ſo. Chriſt's Intereeſſion, and the Spirit's Miniſtry, muſt not 
be in vain; the Life of Faith, once given, muſt not utterly pe- 
riſh: Tho we ſeem to be dead, as indeed too frequently we 
are, with reſpect to ſpiritual Action, and Goſpel Obedience, 
et always eur Life is hid with Chriſt in God; therefore he is our + } 
anctification, and Fountain of Life, in whom it pleaſed the Fa- * 
ther that all Fulneſs ſhould dwell, of whoſe Fulneſs we muſt an! 
ſhall receive, juſt now I'm low, yet kindly treated, under 
nvictions, waiting for his Salvation, and for the blowing 
of the South Wind: 1 deſire not to weary of Convictions, as 
long as I find them tending to Mortifitation of Sin, and the en- 


dearing of free Grace, and Wing a frothy, light, heed leſs Soul Y 


more ſolid and watchful, _ * ; | 
Dear Sir, I intreat you, notice the Sixth Command, as well 
as the Firſt, He who ſaid, Thox ſhalt have no other Gods, ſaid 
alſo, Thou ſhalt not Kill : Take Care of that frail, tender Body 
ef yours, tor which Chriſt died; beware of the Stretches of a 
legal Spirit this Way. I hope, the bleſſed Spirit will be always | 
your Miniſter, without Stipend. I am, Xx 
** 5 Reverend Sir, | 
Durs in our dear Lord, 


* 


]. MON RO. 
8 . I. 47. 5 
Reverend Sir, Harch 26. 1719. 


TH E News of the Invafion, which we need not doubt 


of as deſigned, amuſes the molt thinking People here; 
their Landing is given out to be either in England, or Welt ok 
Scotland, We expect 6000 Germans here ere long, tho' (being 
Papiſts) they are not ſo welcome to us, as Proteſtant Forces 
would be, We want not out i of the French and 


* 


— 


* 


8 (1% 
E them, if they land here. God is angry with Britain, on many 
Accounts: His People muſt be awakned, Hypoerites, Gouma- 
'litis, Senſualiſts mult be corrected, his People refined, and his 
. vindictive juſtice vindicated muſt be, and the A2 paved for 
Antichriſt's Overthrow, and the Return ot his © to Bri- 
tain and Ireland, and his Power to his Ordinances, ,The Godly 
ace in a Strait; National Trials, Sword, Famine and Pcltilenge 
are terrible: They would fain deprecate theſe Calamities; yet, 
they ſee, the Quarrel ef his braken Covenant muſt be avenged, the 
leprous Houte and Walls mult be buxnt down; there mſi he 
a National Expiation of Guilt, by National Strokes and Execy- 
tion, ſo to ſpeak, before the Hirit be poured cut from on, hig b. 
But, O that we had now a Spirit of Grace and Supplication! 
National and private Faſtings are cut of Faſhion ; perhaps we 
may falt, whether we will or not. 
Dear Sir, Let us weep and mourn for all the Abominations 


heads. The Bands of National and pexſonal Sins are ſo.tixong 
upon us, that we are not able to ſhake them off, till we ge 
ſoundly beaten (probably) and then Epfraim will be made to 
bemoan ſincerely. If the Sword introduce the Spirit, we dare 
not abſolutely deprecate it: But l may the poor praying Rem- 
nant, who are groning under M Weight of the Injuries Chrift 
and the newCircatureſuffters,be hidden in his own Pavilion, and 
under the Shade of the Almighty, and Covert of his Wings, 
in the Clefts of the Rock of Ages, while he proclanns his Name, 
Fealows, and Juſt, and Hely, paſling by us with his Garments 
dipt in Blood : May then his Hand of Mercy, Love and Faith- 
fulneſs, in fulfilling Promiſes of Safety, be ovex us, and cover 
us. O let us look, weep, grip, and pray: Let us not be like 
the Canaanites,, whoſe Hearts melted down with Terror; but 
like Zion Chi Idren, it he ſhould ſpeak by terrible Things inRigh- 
teouſneſs to us, yet let us own him to be the Lord God of our 
Falvation, and drink of that River, which makes glad the City of 
our God, when Hills ave caſh in tba Midſt of the Sea, and Waters 


make 4 roaring, If I got Acceſs to poux out my weeping Soul 


into his Boſom, for my own and Nation's Sins, and be meleed 
down with Views and Senle of his Love, "Gopdyefs, FaichGul- 
M's eee VOIR ee e RIG, eee 


committed in the Land, that we may get a Mark in our Foxe- 
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I 
all theſe Waters, I would not fear much; O to menen and 


beheve. »Iam ie 


9 
- 


Towrs foncerely in gur dear Lord 
I MONRQ. 
„„ $2, or 

Dear Sir, | April 16, 171. 


Har 
W no paid to the Law; tis only a paternal 1 
on, not Blows in Fury. I think always, were Nature morti- 
fied, and Spirit humbled, we would have no C. | 
is much meant by that Word, Take up your Grofs daily, and 
follow me. Our Lord condeſcending to fpeak hi our on Dia- 
lect; Nature eficeming all Things, rencountering it ſelf, unſup- 


portable. We ſhould rather call them Medieines, Helps, Means 


of Inſtruction: And would our Lord ſay, Ve call them 
« Croſſes, be it ſo; yet ye muſt take them up; ye muſt be 
« managed; ye mult be governed by my Wiſdom, not by 
« your own, in whoſe Hearts Folly is bound up; oF 
« fteem it Happineſs to be exempred, but I efteem ws your 
&« greateſt Happineſs to be ſubmiſſive :- 'Humility under a Rod 
&« 1s a ſhining bright Ornament to your Souls; therefore take 


ou wrote about the Crofs, way very e It . | 


es: There 


4 up your Croſs, put on your Ornaments. *Tis nor poffihle 


« ye can follow me in the Ways | 

* Weight of the Croſs: Like a Ship without Ballaſt, 
* be couped over,” like Chaff blown away with every Wind of 
* Temptation: The ſureſt Walking is a humble, mourning, 
“dependent, (oft Walking, which rhe Crofs narively brings 


ci about in every one rightly exerciſed : Ye mult be like me, 


of Wifdom, without the 
Mr 


«<-who endured the Croſs, deſpiſed rhe Shame; take up your Httle 


« Crofks, and follows me with them, who ein make rhem 
light, and take up the heavieſt End of them: Follow me; 
be near me always with your Croſſes, and fo they will he 
« {weert : Ye mult refolve upon it, therefore take it up heartt- 


“ ly, and to you will be in Caſe the better to follow me in the 


Way of Holineſs : While ye ſpurn, repine, fret, langifh, 


« ye will move very fbwly Heaven-ward : Ye mult take up 2 


« excl 3 our own Croſs; covet not atigthers : Impeao 
not my Wildom, my Diſpenſations are not exerciſed at ran» 
“ tom: Ye mult learn the Croſs of the Day, each x its awn 


a; Crols.; Jufficient for the Day is the Evil thereof : yeſpurn | 


+ 
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fit this Day's Croſs; the next Day's Croſs,” ox additional Cir* 

þ * cumſtances of the Croſs, will be a double one. Ye muſt fol 
| © low me in bearing your Croſs, and haſten not to be exemp- 


. ted by Dictates of carnal Prudence and humane Policy; ye 


“ muſt by Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes, and ſo en- 


« dure t e Croſs, x I did, till ye can ſay, It is finiſhed; and 
4 fo fight the good Fight of Faith in enduring, till ye come 
© to fink your Courle, and get the Crown of Glory, Righ- 
 tcouſneſs, and Life, that ye may obtain. Deep is the Well 
of rhe Scriptures. O to learn 10 dr av out Water out of the Welk 


of Salvation! 
11 0 Nur, aſfeclionately in our Lord, 
2 e J. 49. ö | 
Reverend Sir, April- 30. 1719. 


Since my itt ro you, I mean the Date thereof, we have had 
an Alarm from the North, of the landing of ſome regular 


Troops from Spain, which moved us all to ſomething like a a 


_ Concern : And ſome truly wreliled with the Lord of Hoſts, 

and have found Enlargement and Acceſs, O what a Merey, 
that our threatned Blows are delayed ! The Sword of bigot 
Papilts is terrible, conſidering how Reme has been panting and 
thirſting for the Blood of the Northern Hereticks, theſe many 
Years ago: We hear the now Pope ſhed Fears of Joy at the News 


of the landing ot his Creatures here. O for theDownfal of An- 


tichriſt! How can he ſtand againſt ſomany Batteries of Pray- 


ers put up, upwards of theſe Thouſand Years, againſt him? 


The Apoiles of our Lord prayed againſt this Antichriſt, which 
they foreſaw coming; and ever ſince, all the faithful Follow- 
ers of the Lamb have been ſtorming Rame by Batteries of Faith 
| and Prayer, wirneſſing againſt her, and her Brats, by faithful 
WES Ys ecbings and Sufterings ; how can Rome ſtand? I 
think, I ice Gaps made in Babe/'s Walls already; and thro* 


theſe Gars I ſee Antichriſt's expiring pale Face: And O that 


| the-Lord would haſten her final Diſſolution! We ſhall never 
' have Peace and Truth in Europe, till his Vengeance be poured 


gut on Idumea. Theſe Night-owls batch black Ravens over 


Europe; And (ſhould covenanted &orland meet with the Accom- 


een eing., we Have in % ri: 2 W un. 


* 
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from 11 to the End, which is Babel's Curſe, L 


the Throne of G 


3 „ oe 
mew d 


Ravens, Satyrs to inhabite thir Lands, how piercing and me- 
lanebolly would it be? But I hope our God, gracious and mer- 
eiful, who is flow to Anger, will prevent the Refidenee E 
theſe doleful Creatures. At A - 
O Sir, Ye that are Watehmen Sonld exhort the People, to 
ſee to florm Heaven and Rome, by ſtrong Cries, Supplications 
and Tears: Let us cry importunately. I am, 
l Dear Sir, Tours affectionately. in our Lord, 
 M@NRO. 


Part of a Letter from a Minifter, upon Haring of 


John Monro's Death. 


Dear Sir, November 16, 1719. 

1 Was mightily affſicted with the Death of dear John Monro ; 
Our Zion has loſt a famous Champion, and Wreſtler at 

: When ſome Chriſtians die, a great deal 

of Grace leaves the Earth, and the Church's Bank loſes ſo mum 

Stock: But we muſt acquielce ; for the great HE, who car- * 

ries the Keys of Death and the unſeen World, has ſeen it fit 

to turn the Key, and ſo give him his Paſs : The xvii. of Fobn, 

and 24 V. Faber, 1 ill, 8c. has been his Death, as that Text . 

(fo to ſay) is the Death of che Saints, Cc. | 


FLN1S. ., 


117 3 
22 
* 8 5 
1588 


* 


